Superstars of Wrestling -
January 23, 1988: Hogan vs.
Andre II Is Coming

Superstars of Wrestling

Date: January 23, 1988

Location: Von Braun Civic Center, Huntsville, Alabama
Commentators: Vince McMahon, Jesse Ventura, Bruno Sammartino

Smackdown is still loading and probably will be for awhile so
let’s take a look at the show the day before the inaugural
Royal Rumble. I'd be shocked if that show is actually
discussed though, as this show was likely taped weeks 1in
advance. Also we're getting closer and closer to the Hogan
title loss which should be interesting. Let’s get to it.

Usual intro.

Randy Savaqge vs. Barry Horowitz

Vince goes into his usual I LOVE LIZ stuff. Given his well
known female exploits, thank goodness this is when Vince was
just a commentator. Savage hits the ax from the top both
inside the ring and out to the floor. Peggy Sue (Sherri as
Honky’'s girl) says stay away from her man. Knee drop gets two.
The big elbow ends this.

Update on Matilda who is back. The Islanders are reinstated
but everyone hates them now. We get some clips of the
announcement that Matilda is back. The Islanders and Heenan
aren’t worried about Matilda’'s condition. The Bulldogs say
Matilda is in bad shape and won’t eat, meaning she’s lost a
lot of weight.

Ricky Hunter/W.D. Wellington vs. Butch Reed/One Man Gang

Vince talks about an address that you can send get well cards
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to Matilda at. Vince: “I'm sure the British Bulldogs read the
cards to Matilda.” Jesse: “I’'d bet she has to read them to the
Bulldogs.” Muraco wants the Gang and Reed. Reed runs over
Hunter to start and it’s off to Gang for some pounding. An
elbow nearly kills Hunter so it’s off to Wellington. Back to
Reed who uses Nikolai’s gorilla press into a backbreaker. Gang
hits a gordbuster for the pin. Total domination.

We talk about a New Haven show with a cage match. It’'ll be a
six man tag in there. We hear about the rest of the card and
Jimmy Hart comes in to talk about the six man tag
(Savage/Strike Force vs. Honky/Harts).

Joe Mirto/Iron Mike Sharpe vs. Ken Patrea/Billy Jack Haynes

Haynes and Sharpe start us off and Sharpe gets in some
offense. Off to Patera vs. Mirto and we hear from Demolition,
who 1s having a small feud with Haynes and Patera. Jesse talks
about Hogan vs. Andre II on February 5. Kind of strange that
we hear about that but not the Rumble. A quick full nelson to
Mirto gets the submission for Haynes.

More house show stuff, this time with Bravo and Frenchy Martin
saying they’re ready for Hillbilly Jim. Rude comes in and says
he’s beat Koko B. Ware.

Hart Foundation/Danny Davis vs. Rex King/Van Van Horne/Sam
Houston

Houston and Davis start us off and Davis is in trouble early.
Off to Horne and then King, who is taken down by Davis. What
does it mean when Danny Davis is beating you up? Anvil comes
in and the power moves begin. Bret does a few things and it’s
back to Davis. Houston makes a small comeback but Bret trips
him up. The Hart Attack kills Houston and Davis gets the easy
pin. This was nothing, although Jesse called referee Joey
Marella she for some reason.

We get a clip of Greg Valentine attacking Koko after beating



him until Beefcake made the save. Jimmy got a haircut with the
big hedge clippers.

Andre and DiBiase are in the arena to talk about February 5.
DiBiase says he warned everyone that he would find a way to
buy the world title and Andre is that way. Andre says he’ll
break Hogan apart and choke him down. DiBiase says the fans
won’'t mean anything to Hulk then. Maniacal laugh, maniacal
laugh, maniacal laugh.

Jim Duggan vs. Steve Lombardi

Duggan pounds on him and Lombardi’s shots to the head do
nothing. Duggan has a hard head and is stupid you see. A
kneedrop and slam set up the three point clothesline for the
pin.

Bad News Brown says he’'s the only news.

Harley Race/Hercules/Rick Rude vs. Jerry Allen/Lanny

Poffo/Scott Casey

Poffo does a quick poem about the Slammys. Casey and Herc
start but it’'s quickly off to Rude. Ok make that Race.
Everyone on the jobber team gets beaten up by all of the
Heenan team. Hercules racks Allen for the tap out. Total
squash.

Savage and Strike Force say they'’re ready for the cage match.
Vince previews next week’s show to end this.

Overall Rating: D+. Pretty boring show this week but again
they’'re like 40 minutes long so they’re easy to do. We’'re on
the verge of hitting it huge with these angles too so it’s
worth sitting through this part to get to the big stuff. Ton
of squashes here as you would expect, but the talk of Hogan
vs. Andre makes me drool.

Remember to like me on Facebook at:



http://www. facebook.com/pages/kbwrestlingreviewscom/1179302949
748857sk=wall



