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Commentators: John Bradshaw Layfield, Michael Cole, Jerry Lawler

We’re finally to the end of this PPV cycle as tonight is basically
Battlefield Part II which doesn’t exactly sound like the most interesting
thing in the world. The biggest idea tonight is we get to have a WWE
Champion after all these weeks of the title being held up. The two Cell
matches will see Daniel Bryan vs. Randy Orton for the vacant title and
Paul Heyman/Ryback vs. CM Punk in hopefully the final blowoff to the Punk
vs. Heyman feud. Oh and Cena is back too. Let’s get to it.

Pre-Show: Kofi Kingston vs. Damien Sandow

This is a replacement match after Curtis Axel vs. Big E. Langston for the
Intercontinental Title was canceled earlier today due to Axel being
injured. Sandow talks about being Mr. Money in the Bank and how Cena is
coming to take Sandow’s future crown. The Spanish commentary is bleeding
in over his promo. Sandow pounds him down into the corner to start as the
Spanish commentary can still be heard. Kofi comes back with some kicks to
the ribs and a jumping back elbow for two.

Damien is sent to the floor as we’re told about Langston getting a US
Title shot against Dean Ambrose tonight to make up for losing the
Intercontinental Title shot. Sandow rams him into the apron and takes
Kofi back inside to pound away as we take a break. Back with Damien
getting two off the Wind-Up elbow and putting on an abdominal stretch.
Kofi counters into one of his own but Damien hiptosses his way to
freedom.
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Kingston avoids a charge in the corner and fires off some chops to take
over. The Boom Drop connects but Trouble in Paradise misses. A top rope
cross body gets two on Sandow as apparently Rey Mysterio is on Spanish
commentary. Kofi gets two more off a slingshot dropkick and a slingshot
splash but Damien grabs a full nelson slam, apparently called You’re
Welcome, for the pin at 6:45.

Rating: D+. The match was nothing special but thank goodness Sandow
actually has a decent finisher for a change. That neckbreaker wasn’t
taking him anywhere and a full nelson slam is as good as anything else he
could use. Also it’s nice to see him get a clean win for a change instead
of losing for months on end.

As expected, the opening video is about how the Cell changes you and no
one is ever the same after they step foot in it again. We also get some
brief clips about the major feuds tonight.

Tag Titles: Cody Rhodes/Goldust vs. Usos vs. Shield

This would be Seth Rollins and Roman Reigns for the Shield and Cody and
Goldust coming in with the titles. They beat Shield a few weeks back on
Raw but the Usos were #1 contenders, so a triple threat solves everything
at once. Goldust vs. Rollins gets us going with Seth being clotheslined
down. It’s quickly off to Jimmy to face Goldust with a deep breath
confusing the Samoan. Off to Cody to work on Jimmy’s arm and take him
down with a release gordbuster for two.

Jimmy makes a blind tag to Jey who comes in with a quick rollup for two
of his own, earning him a golf clap from Cody. Rhodes grabs a single leg
and takes Jey into the corner for a tag off to Goldust but a quick double
team by the Usos has Goldie in trouble. Roman Reigns tags himself in and
pulls the legal Goldust out to the floor before taking him down with a
jumping clothesline for two back inside. Back to Rollins who pounds away
from the floor and hooks a front facelock.



Roman comes back in for a chinlock as the fans wake up for the first time
in the match. Goldust fights up and gets a quick two off a backslide but
Reigns elbows him down for the same. Goldust dives for the ropes but
another elbow stops him for another two count and it’s back to Rollins
who knocks Rhodes off the apron. A backdrop puts Seth down but there’s no
one for Goldust to tag. He tries the Usos but Seth decks them as well,
allowing Reigns to hit a release belly to back suplex for two as Cody
makes a last second save. Nice sequence there.

Roman spends a bit too much time talking trash and gets caught in a quick
powerslam from Goldust, allowing for the hot tag off to Cody. A missile
dropkick puts Reigns down and a sunset flip gets two on Rollins. The
moonsault press gets the same and Cody is all fired up. A Disaster Kick
puts Rollins on the floor but Jimmy Uso makes another blind tag to go
after Seth. Everything breaks down and Jey hits a HUGE die to take out
Goldust and Roman.

Jimmy gets a VERY close two off a Samoan drop to Seth but Rollins sends
Jimmy to the floor. Cody is back in now and they head up top, with Cody
superplexing Seth onto everyone not named Jimmy Uso. That was AWESOME.
Jimmy and Rollins head back in but it’s Roman with a big spear to take
Jimmy down. Rollins hits the top rope knee to take out Goldust but Cody’s
Disaster Kick is caught in a powerbomb, only to have Goldust make the
save before Seth can drop him. A quick (and sweet looking) Cross Rhodes
to Seth retains the titles at 14:40.

Rating: B. THAT’S HOW YOU START A SHOW! I get tired of seeing opening
matches not do anything to fire up the crowd but when you take six
talented guys and let them tear the house down like this, they’ve earned
the THIS IS AWESOME chants they were getting. Perfect choice for the
opener here and I can’t say I disagree with the result.

HHH and Shawn have a chat in the back.

Here’s a very sore Miz with something to say. He talks about how he was



chained up and had the word “liar” written on his chest on Smackdown so
he isn’t cleared to wrestle tonight. However he’s cleared to fight, so
Bray needs to get out of his Cracker Barrel rocking chair and come get
him. Bray pops up on the screen and says what sounds like a lullaby.

He says it pains him to see Hollywood (meaning Miz) like this, with
nothing to lose. Miz’s words mean less than salt to Bray because Miz
can’t see the monster behind Wyatt’s eyes. The lights go out and come
back with the Family in the ring to beat Miz down. The fans chant for
Kane…..and here he is! Kane clears the ring and chokeslams a grateful Miz
because that’s how Kane rolls.

Summer Rae/Fandango vs. Natalya/Great Khali

This is a bonus match which was actually set up on Smackdown when the
girls got in a fight to end a match between the guys. Before the match
Fandango says he’s the true master of salsa dancing and we get a quick
demonstration. The guys get us going with Fandango’s kick to the ribs
being caught and the dancer being tossed down. Off to the girls with
Summer getting two off a quick rollup and scoring with a nice dropkick.

Natalya easily takes her down and grabs an armbar but it’s quickly back
to Fandango. That’s cool with Nattie though as she sweeps the legs to
load up the Sharpshooter but Fandango bails to the floor. Khali easily
pulls him back in, only to have his knee dropkicked out. Fandango stops
to flirt with Natalya even more, allowing Khali to get back up and chop
the skin off his chest. Back to the girls with Summer bailing to the
ropes to avoid the Sharpshooter before grabbing a rollup to pin Natalya
out of nowhere at 4:50.

Rating: D+. Summer wasn’t bad out there and certainly didn’t embarrass
herself. Imagine that: having girls in NXT actually wrestle instead of
have danceoffs and swimsuit contests makes them better in the ring. It’s
a bonus match too so it’s hard to complain when the match isn’t too bad.



Tonight’s expert panel of Kaitlyn, R-Truth and Ziggler don’t have much to
add.

US Title: Dean Ambrose vs. Big E. Langston

As mentioned this is a replacement match for Langston after Axel was
injured. Langston quickly runs Ambrose over for two before sending the
champion into the corner for a running shoulder to the ribs. A
backbreaker puts Dean down and we hit the bearhug by the power guy. Dean
pokes the eyes to escape, sending Langston into the corner. Big E. easily
backdrops Ambrose to the floor, possibly hurting the champion’s knee.
Dean pokes him in the eye again to take over but his suplex attempt is
easily blocked.

Instead he drapes Big E’s arm over the top and cranks away on it a bit
before climbing the ropes and driving his knee into Langston’s face. The
dropkick against the ropes gets two for Dean and it’s off to a reverse
chinlock. Langston fights up and hits a pair of clotheslines for two
each, only to miss the Ultimate Warrior splash. Instead it’s a belly to
belly for two on Ambrose and now the splash connects for the same.

Ambrose bails to the floor and tries to walk away, only to be caught with
ease and dragged back to the ring. Back in and Dean hits a quick DDT for
two and Big E. might be cut under the eye. Not that it matters though as
he spears Dean through the ropes and back to the floor ala Edge to Foley
at Wrestlemania 21. Dean doesn’t make it back in and loses via countout
at 8:53.

Rating: C. I was liking the match until the ending, but there really
wasn’t anything else they could do with this. Ambrose doesn’t seem ready
to drop the title, so having Langston win without getting the title is
the best way they could get out of this one. Langston definitely held his
own out there and that’s a good sign. Rematch will be imminent I’m sure.

The Cell is lowered.



We recap Ryback/Heyman vs. Punk. It was originally Punk vs. Ryback but
Punk wanted Heyman and won a Beat the Clock challenge, earning him the
right to pick the stipulation. His idea: a handicap match inside the
Cell.

CM Punk vs. Ryback/Paul Heyman

And there’s no Heyman. Ryback gets in the Cell before pointing towards
the entrance where Heyman rides out on a cart. It’s actually a lift which
takes Paul up to the top of the Cell with Heyman talking about how he’s
risen from the depths and ascended to the top of the world. The fans are
all over Paul as Punk pounds away on Ryback and knocks him out to the
floor. Now the fans chant for CM after he hits a suicide dive to send
Ryback into the Cell wall. It’s kendo stick time but Ryback drives Punk’s
spine into the steel to stop him.

Ryback blasts Punk with the stick and takes him back inside to beat Punk
down even more. Punk’s back is targeted with a reverse waistlock before
Punk fights free and low bridges Ryback out to the floor. A forearm off
the top puts Ryback down again and it’s table time. Punk can’t get it set
up though and Ryback suplexes him back first into the Cell wall. Back in
and a belly to back suplex gets two more as we hit the reverse waistlock
again. Punk fights out again and hits a spinning cross body for two
followed by the running knee in the corner.

Some kendo stick shots drop the big man and there’s the Macho Elbow for
two. More stick shots keep Ryback down and now the table is set up in the
ring. It falls onto its side though, allowing Ryback to crotch Punk on
the side. The Meat Hook is good for two but Punk hits him low to block
the Shell Shock. Ryback lays on the table for no apparent reason,
allowing Punk to drop another Macho Elbow for no cover. Instead a cane to
Ryback’s head sets up the GTS for the pin at 13:55.

Rating: C-. If this had been a regular match it would have been fine, but
it was inside the Cell which means it has a higher standard. Putting



Heyman out of the match was probably the best idea, but there really
wasn’t much to this that made me care. Punk beating Ryback in a hardcore
match is nothing special, but it certainly wasn’t a terrible match. The
Cell was a prop here though, which is what I hate about this show.

Post match Punk climbs up after Heyman while carrying the kendo stick.
The beating begins and Punk wears him out before hitting the GTS to end
the feud. Not exactly a huge spot but it’s as good as we’re going to get
I guess.

Breast cancer is bad.

Daniel Bryan says all he’s wanted was a chance and hopefully Shawn
Michaels will give him that. It was the night after Wrestlemania 28 in
this very arena where the YES chants began so Bryan starts one for old
times’ sake.

The announcers talk while Heyman is taken down and the Cell is raised.

Real Americans vs. Los Matadores

The Matadores are in blue tonight and Torito is now black, sending JBL
into a conspiracy filled frenzy. Cesaro sends Diego into the corner to
start but gets taken down by a hurricanrana. Diego is sent outside and
it’s off to Swagger who takes out his leg to gain control. The announcers
debate masked men who are heroes as Cesaro puts on a front facelock. A
backdrop puts an invading Swagger on the floor but Cesaro kicks Fernando
off the apron to prevent a tag.

There’s the Cesaro Swing to Diego, complete with the fans counting the
revolutions. Even Cesaro is dizzy after 31 spins but Fernando makes the
save at two. The hot tag brings in Fernando and things speed up a bit,
only to see Swagger suplex Fernando down and put on the Patriot Lock.
Fernando escapes and tags in the spent Diego who hits a double



backbreaker for the pin on Swagger at 5:54.

Rating: D-. I hate this team. I just do and that is all.

Torito gores Colter post match because it was SO funny the first time.

We get the Cena rehab video because there’s no feud between these two.

World Heavyweight Championship: Alberto Del Rio vs. John Cena

After the big match intros we’re ready go to. They fight over a top
wristlock to start and Cena immediately bails to the floor for safety.
Back in and Cena hits a shoulder but it hurts the bad arm so he can’t
follow up. Del Rio stomps him down in the corner but Cena comes back with
a clothesline for two. Del Rio kicks away at the arm and gets two off a
German suplex. Off to an armbar for a good while before a stomp to the
chest keeps Cena in trouble.

A top rope forearm to the side of the head gets two for the champion and
it’s back to the armbar. Cena finally rolls free to send Del Rio out to
the floor and get himself a breather. Alberto comes back in and goes up,
only to jump into a dropkick. Cena initiates his finishing sequence but
the AA is countered into a Backstabber. Del Rio misses a charge into the
corner, allowing Cena to hit a tornado DDT of all things for two.

The top rope Fameasser is broken up by a running enziguri but Cena ducks
an attempt at a second one. Another AA is escaped and a tilt-a-whirl
backbreaker gets two for the champion. Sandow is shown watching from the
back. Del Rio puts Cena in the Tree of Woe but misses a charge into the
post, allowing Cena to hit a high cross body for two. Alberto grabs a
Codebreaker to the arm but Cena rolls through the cross armbreaker into
the STF. Ropes are quickly grabbed though and a low superkick gets two
for the champion.



Now the armbreaker goes on full but Cena rolls on top of Del Rio to block
a lot of the pressure. Del Rio rolls down Cena’s elbow pad to increase
the pressure but Cena lifts him up into the air for a powerbomb in a nice
counter. Back up and the AA gives Cena his fourteenth world title at
15:13.

Rating: C+. This took awhile to get going but it wasn’t terrible or
anything. Cena winning is the right choice as they can have the rematch
next month at Survivor Series, which gives Cena something to do and keeps
him out of the main storyline with the new regime and all that jazz. Del
Rio losing is fine as it was just a matter of someone catching him
eventually. This was fine and I have little problem with Cena winning. If
nothing else it might pick up the world title’s credibility.

No Sandow.

More expert panel.

Divas Title: AJ Lee vs. Brie Bella

AJ is defending. Brie gets shoved down to start and it’s off to a quick
chinlock. The fans are noticeably not that interested in the match to put
it mildly. A neckbreaker puts Brie down and AJ skips around the ring to
the only reaction so far. AJ hooks a guillotine choke but Brie drives her
into the corner and hits a middle rope dropkick to put the champion down.

A few more dropkicks have AJ in trouble but she sends Brie into the
corner to stop her. The Black Widow is countered and Brie puts on a half
crab as Nikki beats up Tamina. AJ makes the rope and Brie’s running knee
hits her sister, allowing the Black Widow to retain the title for AJ at
5:20.

Rating: D+. THANK GOODNESS. It’s so nice to see the talented and popular
wrestler get the chance for once instead of bowing to reality TV. This



likely sets up the Bella feud which no one is interested in but will give
us lots of moments to look at the camera for some very REAL heart to
heart moments.

The Prime Time Players are playing WWE 14 when Bob Backlund of all people
comes up, drenched in sweat for some reason. He thinks video games are a
waste of time but Titus says the kids can play and become immortal. The
result: Bob Backlund doing the Millions of Dollars dance. I’ve got
nothing to add here, but more Bob Backlund cameos would be appreciated.

We get a long recap of Randy Orton vs. Daniel Bryan. They fought at Night
of Champions with Bryan winning but being stripped of the title the next
night on Raw. Battleground saw them fight to a no contest, so tonight
it’s the showdown in the Cell with guest referee Shawn Michaels. Shawn
trained Bryan but is best friends with COO HHH.

WWE Championship: Daniel Bryan vs. Randy Orton

Inside the Cell with Shawn refereeing. Orton is introduced as the Viper
for the first time in forever. HHH comes out as well to make the
entrances stretch out even longer but leaves before the bell. The Cell is
lowered. They slug it out to start but Orton takes over with a quick
powerslam. Bryan comes right back with a quick necksnap and a missile
dropkick followed by some kicks in the corner. There’s the moonsault out
of the corner but Orton dropkicks a charging Bryan down for two.

Orton slowly stomps away before draping Bryan ribs first over the top
rope. Bryan is knocked into the Cell wall and sent into the steps for
good measure. Orton rams the head into the cage wall before Bryan
reverses a whip to send Randy into the steps. Back inside now with Bryan
getting two and firing off the kicks to the chest. Orton gets caught in
the Tree of Woe for more kicks to the chest followed by a running
dropkick to the face. Orton goes to the floor but sidesteps the FLYING
GOAT, sending Bryan head first into the steel.



Back in and Orton loads up a superplex but gets caught in a nice sunset
bomb to put both guys down. Shawn hasn’t been a factor at all yet. Bryan
fires off more kicks but Orton comes back with right hands, only to have
Daniel score with the running clothesline. There’s the Swan Dive for two
and Orton’s rollup is countered into a YES Lock attempt. Ropes mean
nothing here (actually keeping continuity for a change) so Orton has to
crawl to the floor for the break.

Now it’s Bryan whipping Orton into the Cell walls over and over again
before dropkicking Orton into the steel. Bryan finds a chair under the
ring and pops Orton in the back with it before pulling out several more
chairs to toss in the ring. He throws in probably ten chairs before using
one to blast Orton in the ribs and back again. Back in and Orton goes to
the eyes and picks up a chair for some shots and a two count.

Another shot to the back gets the same and Orton piles up the chairs in
the middle of the ring. Bryan is loaded up into a superplex and you can
hear the crowd gasp. Daniel punches his way out to prevent immense pain
but Orton crotches him down. The superplex connects but only Bryan’s legs
hit the chairs, meaning it’s only good for two. This brings HHH back out
to say that was a three, giving us our DX moment of extreme emotions.
Orton hits the t-bone suplex but Shawn is too busy arguing to count the
pin.

More arguing ensues as Orton escapes the YES Lock again. The Elevated DDT
connects for two and Shawn argues with HHH even more. Orton loads up the
RKO but Bryan shoves him away, taking out Shawn in the process. HHH of
course opens the Cell as Bryan hits the running knee, and since he’s in a
referee shirt, the former world champion is knocked out from a single
shot to the back. Bryan hits the running knee to an invading HHH but
Shawn superkicks Bryan down, giving Orton the pin and the title at 22:22;

Rating: B-. Good match but you knew the screwy finish was coming. I liked
that they actually cranked up the violence here with some nice weapon
spots, but the ending sets up more drama, likely culminating soon. I



can’t imagine Shawn fights Bryan in an actual match, but HHH vs. Bryan is
likely coming soon. Good main event here but Bryan’s push is in severe
pain.

Shawn leaves and Orton and HHH pose to end the show.

Overall Rating: C+. This show was better than I was expecting which was a
nice surprise. It certainly isn’t must see or even really all that good,
but it feels like something happened here, meaning the show was actually
important. That’s a major step up over the previous show this month so at
least they’re moving in the right direction. We’ve got some new ideas set
up going forward and the matches weren’t bad for the most part, so we’ll
call this a nice effort with some decent results.

Results

Cody Rhodes/Goldust b. Usos and Shield – Cross Rhodes to Rollins

Summer Rae/Fandango b. Great Khali/Natalya – Rollup to Natalya

Big E. Langston b. Dean Ambrose via countout

CM Punk b. Paul Heyman/Ryback – GTS to Ryback

Los Matadores b. Real Americans – Double backbreaker to Swagger

John Cena b. Alberto Del Rio – Attitude Adjustment

AJ Lee b. Brie Bella – Black Widow

Randy Orton b. Daniel Bryan – Orton pinned Bryan after Sweet Chin Music
from Shawn Michaels

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete Monday Nitro Reviews Volume I at Amazon for
just $4 at:



And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:


