
Reviewing  the  Review:
Battleground 2014
We’re  a few days past Battleground now and there has been a
few differing opinions on the show. Some people have said it
was horrible while others say it was only kind of bad. The
show was nothing more than a bridge to Summerslam but my level
of interest was actually high. Let’s get to it.

The pre-show matches saw Adam Rose, with Layla and Summer,
beating Fandango and Cameron beating Naomi. There’s nothing to
say about either of these except that Cameron was horrible in
the ring. I mean like REALLY horrible.

The pay per view opened with an awesome Tag Team Title 2/3
falls match with the Usos defending against the Wyatt Family.
The first two falls were there so the match could be 2/3
falls. They weren’t bad but they could have been on any given
Raw or Smackdown. The story of the match was that the Usos
were barely bale to hang in there against the monsters and
could only beat them with a quick rollup.

Then the third fall happened and everything went nuts with
some INSANE near falls. Stuff like this is what makes tag team
wrestling so fun as the drama is incredible and leaves you
wondering when it’s going to end. The double splash from the
Usos was a great big finisher and there was no way Harper was
kicking out after it. The feud needs to be over now as they’re
probably not going to be able to top this, but who do the Usos
fight  now?  Ryback/Axel?  I’d  love  to  see  them  against  the
Ascension but WWE doesn’t seem to want to call them up.

I’ll cover all of the Rollins and Ambrose segments at once.
Rollins was in the back when Ambrose attacked him. HHH ejected
Ambrose from the building and said the match wasn’t happening.
Later, Rollins came out and had himself declared the winner by
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forefit, but Ambrose attacked Seth again because wrestling
security sucks. HHH came out again and had Ambrose handcuffed,
allowing  Rollins  to  jump  him  again.  Finally,  Rollins  was
trying to leave but Ambrose popped out of the trunk of his car
and attacked Rollins one more time but Seth got away in said
car.

Obviously there was no match and the more I think about it the
less I like it. It felt like a cheap way to get people to
watch the show and probably pop some Network buys. That’s a
common wrestling practice but it doesn’t mean it’s something
that I want to see happen all the time. The match will be fine
when it happens, but you could have easily done a quick double
DQ or countout and still had the match without a conclusive
ending. This felt like a cop out and that’s not a good thing.

AJ Lee retained the Divas Title against Paige with a Shining
Wizard. This was an odd match as they were trying to do
something special but it came off sloppy. I can understand
this not working better than I can most other matches as the
girls don’t have anyone at this level to practice on. Paige
has spent weeks fighting Paige and Cameron so doing anything
complicated is out the window. Here she tried to do something
a few steps higher and clearly needed more practice. AJ was
far from perfect though.

Orton talked to Kane and tried to form an alliance but got
nowhere.

Rusev and Swagger had a watchable match that ended in a Rusev
countout win. The story of course was Lana’s promo before the
match, saying you can’t blame Vladimir Putin for “current
world events”, referencing the Malaysian plane crash. This
caused a bunch of bad mainstream publicity for WWE, whose
response was “we’ve been doing this story for weeks.” That
really doesn’t make it any better, but it puts WWE in a
strange place.



Rusev and Lana are going to get real heat because Putin is a
real life crazy and possibly evil man who may be responsible
or  at  least  linked  to  the  death  of  nearly  three  hundred
innocent  people.  Whether  the  characters  are  directly
referencing  it  or  not,  people  in  the  media  are  going  to
complain. Why? Because media has a tendency to run off at the
mouth and not understand the vast majority of what they’re
talking about and complain before they know what’s going on.
WWE had to know this was coming and really has no right to
complain  about  the  negative  attention.  Yeah  a  lot  of  the
complaints are stupid, but they were coming no matter what
Lana said.

Goldust and Stardust continue to talk about the Cosmic Key.
This is starting to intrigue me.

Chris  Jericho  beat  Bray  Wyatt  in  a  disjointed  match.  The
chemistry really didn’t work and neither guy seemed to be on
the same page. I still haven’t heard a logical reason for
Jericho to win. The next night on Raw would see Jericho laid
out by Bray, but Wyatt already lost a clean match. Yeah I’m
sure Bray will win the blowoff match, but why didn’t he win
both matches? I see absolutely no reason for Jericho to win at
all. He has nothing to lose and there’s no need for Bray to
lose to a guy in his third or so match back. The Summerslam
win will help, but it’s taking a few weeks to get there.

Miz won the Intercontinental Title in a battle royal. The
match was nothing special, much like most battle royals. I was
hoping for Bo Dallas, but Miz’s Hollywood character is growing
on me. The biggest surprise here was Slater dumping Cesaro
which  seems  to  have  gone  nowhere.  It  seems  like  Miz  vs.
Sheamus to unify the titles might be coming, even though that
would be the stupidest thing they could do. One interesting
note here: Del Rio went under the ropes before being knocked
to the floor.

The main event was exactly what you would expect as the match



started slow, got hot at the end saw Cena pin Kane to retain
the title. Reigns looked like he was destroying everyone,
though he’s not ready to be the top guy. That’s where WWE is
in a good place, as they can build him up for several months.
In theory he gets the title at Wrestlemania, but at least he’s
got eight months to get there.

Overall the show was a disappointment as the buildup was far
better than I was expecting but the execution really failed.
Only the opening and closing matches were any good with the
rest of the show being worthless. This is a show that could
have been eliminated and used on a longer build to Summerslam,
much like Fully Loaded 1998. It wasn’t the worst show ever,
but it was pretty easily the worst show of the year. That’s
saying a lot given that this really wasn’t horrible.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of on the History of ECW Pay Per Views at Amazon for just
$3.99 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
under $4 at:


