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Hardcore Heaven has come and gone and almost nothing has changed. Jerry
Lynn has finally pinned Rob Van Dam despite Van Dam’s friend Scotty Anton
(Scotty Riggs) turning him on him to cause the loss. Other than that,
Credible is still World Champion after beating Lance Storm in a pretty
boring match. Let’s get to it.

Sinister Minister and Mikey Whipwreck open things up by talking about
what happened at the PPV. For some reason it’s hilarious that Vince Russo
and Eric Bischoff haven’t been fired yet. Somehow this is linked to Keith
Richards of the Rolling Stones.

Kid Kash vs. Johnny Swinger

Joined in progress. Kash flies around for a few seconds and hits the
Moneymaker for the pin in maybe 25 seconds.

Big Sal and Little Guido run in to attack Kash but Mikey Whipwreck runs
in with a fireball to Sal. Time for another match.

Mikey Whipwreck vs. Little Guido

We start fast again with Mikey nailing a quick DDT for two but gets
caught in something like an Alabama Slam for two more. A slingshot
legdrop gets the same for Guido but Mikey pops right back up with the
Whippersnapper for the pin. Too short to rate but it was energetic enough
to work.

Joel and Joey do their intro to the show at the announcers’ area. The
limerick is about drinking pearly foam and we see clips from the PPV.
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RVD is annoyed that he lost to Lynn on Sunday and really hopes Lynn and
Anton aren’t in cahoots.

Roadkill/Danny Doring vs. Chris Chetti/Nova vs. Da Baldies

Roadkill and Doring attack Da Baldies in the aisle so Chetti dives out to
take everyone down. Nova throws DeVito in and nails a splash for two as
the attention goes to Steve Corino, talking about his war with Tajiri on
Sunday. We even get a clip from the match to make sure that we know this
match means nothing. Chetti nails DeVito with a kick to the face but
Grimes comes in to blast Nova. He goes up for an elbow, giving Angel a
quick pin. That’s fine with Nova and Chetti who pop up and hit the Tidal
Wave to put Grimes through a table. Doring comes back with a double arm
DDT on DeVito for the final pin.

Rating: D+. This match was a backdrop for the Corino promo about Tajiri.
If you want to have a tag match then have a tag match but if you want to
talk about Tajiri vs. Corino then talk about Tajiri vs. Corino. Why can’t
ECW just calm down and pick something instead of bouncing all over the
place?

Da Baldies go after Roadkill and Doring post match until New Jack makes
the save with the usual.

Lynn says he’s better than RVD because this match was faster than Van
Dam’s win last year.

ECW World Title: Raven vs. Justin Credible

Justin is defending and we get some Big Match Intros for a change. Before
the match, Justin talks about beating Raven all over the country and
stealing his woman. We cut to the announcers again where Corino is on the
same rant from earlier. Joel: “Look. Tajiri!” Corino runs away. The
entire shot lasted about six seconds. Anyway Justin misses a cane shot to
start and Raven hammers away before sending the champion out to the
floor.

We take a break with the fight in the crowd and Justin going through a
table. They head back to ringside for some mic shots from Raven before



going back inside for even more. A table is set up in the corner but
Justin hits him low for a breather. Raven goes through the table and we
stop for Francine to look at Justin’s neck. Justin drives a knee into the
ribs to stop a comeback attempt and we hit the sleeper. Raven sends him
out to the floor and through a table (because ECW!) but Justin grabs a
chair.

Back in and Credible uses the drop toehold onto a chair before having a
seat and swearing a lot. Some knee lifts have the champion in trouble but
Francine nails Raven with the kendo stick. A superkick and That’s
Incredible get two each for Justin but he knocks Francine off the apron.
The Evenflow is countered and we get a ref bump. Now the DDT connects for
no count so Raven tries a sunset flip, allowing Justin to drop down for
the pin while holding the ropes.

Rating: D+. This actually wasn’t terrible once they calmed down and
stopped overthinking everything. The ref bump was a bit worthless but
it’s nice to see them do something besides endless interfering. Also you
would think these guys would have gotten some promo time to set this up
instead of just having a one off match. Finally, at least the match had
more than three minutes to get going.

House show ads.

Rhino and Cyrus are in the back with Cyrus saying he’s behind the
negotiations with the WWF. We close it out with Rhino issuing a challenge
to anyone who wants the TV Title.

Overall Rating: D. This was a mostly weak show due to the usual breakneck
ECW pace but at least the main event was good. It helps that they gave a
match some time instead of just having three or four minute matches over
and over again. The Corino promos got annoying in a hurry though as it
felt like those moments, which didn’t lead to anything but a quick comedy
bit, overshadowed the matches.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new book of
1997 WCW Monday Nitro Reviews at Amazon for just $3.99 at:



http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00NPPH0WI

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for under $4 at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
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