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I can get through this. I can get through Darren Young vs. Jinder Mahal
IV. Normally I wouldn’t believe they would actually go there but I said
that after their first match and again after their second match. At least
my therapy has been going well since then. Mahal was on Raw this week
though so he’s at least in the building. Let’s get to it.

Opening sequence.

Neville vs. Titus O’Neil

This could be a disaster as Titus was one of the only people who could
drag Neville down when they were in NXT. Neville wisely gets the crowd
going by moonsaulting over Titus to start and kicking him in the face to
actually do something to him. A good looking flip dive takes Titus down
again but he kicks Neville in the face with a bit more force. We hit the
chinlock for a bit before Titus tries to start a LET’S GO NEVILLE chant.
Back up and Titus charges into raised boots in the corner and the Red
Arrow finishes him at 4:30.

Rating: D. It takes a lot to mess up a power heel vs. a speed face but
they managed to make it boring. I don’t know how someone with Titus’ look
can be this bad but he pulls it off every single time. Above all else
though, Neville is going to get a pop from the crowd no matter what
because that Red Arrow just works every time.

We go back to Raw for the first time.

Here are Brock Lesnar and Paul Heyman with something to say. Heyman does
his usual schtick about how Lesnar will smash Goldberg, only to have the
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Goldberg chants cut him off. Heyman calls out the fan that started them
and says they’re getting on Brock’s nerves. After their match, all of the
chants in the world won’t be able to put Goldberg back together again.

Suplexes are promised and the fans go back and forth with SUPLEX
CITY/GOLDBERG chants. Heyman rips on them and the chant turns into
GOLDBERG SUCKS…..to wrap this up. Ok then. There was NOTHING here and it
didn’t need Brock at all. Even Heyman looked rattled by the reaction.

Back to Raw again.

Mick Foley is in the ring for the contract signing between Sasha Banks
and Charlotte. They talk about how big of a moment this is going to be,
only to have Foley go into his annual rant about how evil the Cell is.
Charlotte calls Sasha an entitled second rate talent who will learn
respect from the Queen this Sunday. Sasha is ready to crawl up the ramp
broken and bloodied as long as she has the Women’s Title. They trade
insults but Foley cuts them both off to say he’s their future. Dude if
the Cell is going to turn them into 6’4 men with long beards, maybe we
should cancel the match.

As expected, the fans chant for Foley, thereby completely missing the
point of this segment. Foley met Charlotte as a child and his kids gave
Sasha their signed photo of Eddie Guerrero. More insults and a double
signing FINALLY wrap this up. Charlotte vs. Sasha in a major gimmick
match is fine but no one, like NO ONE, buys that the match is going to be
all violent and career threatening like Foley is pushing and that kills
the idea.

Sin Cara/Lince Dorado/Cedric Alexander vs. Tony Nese/Ariya Daivari/Drew
Gulak

Cara and Nese start things off with the masked one starting in on Tony’s
arm. A facebuster puts Cara down and it’s off to Gulak as the fans get a
lot more quiet. Daivari of all people gets a reaction so Cara armdrags
both Drew and Ariya at the same time. Dorado comes in and gets knocked
off the apron and into the barricade as we take a break.

Back with Lince still in trouble thanks to a chinlock and armbar. Gulak



misses a charge though and it’s off to Alexander to really wake the crowd
up. Everything breaks down with Cara knocking Nese and Gulak to the floor
for a big dive. Back inside, the Lumbar Check knocks Daivari out for the
pin at 8:09.

Rating: C. This was your run of the mill cruiserweight six man and it’s
about as good as you’re going to get with no story or reason for them to
be fighting. The match was fine enough and hopefully they can improve it
when they do the same match again as the Kickoff match on Sunday.

We wrap the show up with Monday’s main event.

Seth Rollins vs. Chris Jericho vs. Kevin Owens

Non-title. They play keep away to start until Owens gets kicked out to
the floor. A Blockbuster gets two on Jericho but Owens pulls Seth
outside. The champ is sent into the barricade but Jericho throws Seth
into the crowd. Back in and Owens scores with a clothesline, only to have
Rollins avoid the Cannonball. The Pedigree doesn’t work on either
Canadian but the Lionsault hits Seth’s knees.

Owens saves his buddy from a Pedigree and it’s time for the double
teaming. The handicap portion continues until Owens is low bridged to the
floor. Jericho eats the low superkick and Rollins dives onto Kevin. Seth
misses the frog splash and eats a Codebreaker for two. Owens comes back
in and slaps Rollins a lot as the STUPID IDIOT chants kick in. Rollins
escapes a double superplex and pins both guys at the same time with a
double rollup at 10:00.

Rating: C+. The match was fun but it’s WAY too late in the night to
really matter. Rollins pinning the champ is appropriate as Owens has been
a huge afterthought in this entire story. That also makes four straight
times that Rollins has pinned Jericho so you certainly can’t say he’s
getting too many wins.

Post match Owens and Jericho destroy Rollins by sending him hard into the
steps. We’re still not done though as Rollins runs up the ramp and dives
at Owens, only to get beaten down again. Owens gives him the Apron Bomb
and walks back up the ramp to get his title so some posing can end the



show.

Overall Rating: C+. Yeah this was fine. Aside from Rusev vs. Reigns, this
was a solid preview for Sunday’s show. I would have gone with ANYTHING
other than the Lesnar/Heyman promo though and I really don’t get why they
decided to air that mess again. The exclusive wrestling was fine for a
pair of glorified dark matches and that’s all Superstars is supposed to
be.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book, KB’s Complete 2014 Raw and Smackdown Reviews Part I at
Amazon for just $3.99 at:

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01LY6766K#nav-subnav

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
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