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Monday Night Raw
Date: March 28, 1994
Location: Mid-Hudson Civic Center, Poughkeepsie, New York
Commentators: Vince McMahon, Jim Cornette

We’re still in the aftermath of Wrestlemania X and things almost have to
be better this time around than they were last week. Granted I’ve said
that before but it hasn’t been the case yet. The big match for the week
is Lex Luger vs. Rick Martel so my hopes aren’t exactly at their highest.
Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Earlier today, Ted DiBiase bought some front row seats from fans for $100
each. Not the worst deal in the world when you’re a third of the way
through the tapings.

Opening sequence.

Rick Martel vs. Lex Luger

Cornette goes into a rant about his microphone not working, somehow
making that entertaining as well. Martel starts by hiding in the corner
with Cornette saying that Luger is such a typical American. The threat of
a right hand sends Martel running again (Dude, not in the face!) so Liger
goes with a hiptoss instead, this time with Martel bailing to the floor.
We look at the commentary table and it turns out that DiBiase is sitting
behind them, counting his money of course. That’s the kind of thing that
made him work so well and still does all these years later.

Lex’s headlock takeover as Cornette goes into a rant about how awesome
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the University of Louisville basketball team is this year. Well to be
fair he’s supposed to be a heel. Martel fights up and is almost
immediately headlocked right back down. Back up again and Martel gets
knocked outside as we take a break. We come back with Martel getting in
some kicks to the ribs in the corner and scoring off a clothesline.

The chinlock goes on because we haven’t spent enough time in a hold on
the mat. Thankfully it doesn’t last as long….and Martel puts it right
back on. Well of course he does. A snap off the ropes sets up the third
chinlock as Vince says Cornette should have been the guest referee at
Wrestlemania. That might have been even more perfect, just for the comedy
alone.

Martel finally goes up but dives into a shot to the ribs. Luger tries a
dropkick (!) but Martel grabs the rope and Luger crashes, mainly because
HE HAS NO BUSINESS TRYING A DROPKICK. A suplex doesn’t get Luger very far
due to his back so he goes with the right hands instead. The powerslam
sets up the Rack to finish Martel.

Rating: D-. I know older wrestlers say there’s too much action today but
then you have matches like this, with nearly half of the action on TV
being spent in headlocks and chinlocks. You can call it psychology or
whatever you want, but that’s not interesting to see or advancing any
kind of a story. It’s laying on the mat and acting like it’s worthwhile.
Once every now and then is fine but over and over is ridiculous.

Owen Hart says he can beat anyone.

Owen Hart vs. Mike Freeman

Yeah I’d say he’s included on that anyone list. The fans want Bret but we
cut to DiBiase saying everyone has a price. Tonight he bought these three
seats, but he’s got some surprises coming in the next few weeks. Back in
the ring, Owen finally chokes Freeman on the ropes a bit and throws him
down by the hair. That’s rather heelish of him.

Vince compares Wrestlemania to the Super Bowl and the boxing pay per
views (ok fair enough in some cases) and Owen takes him down by the arm.
A dropkick keeps Freeman in trouble as they’re taking their time with the



squash here. Freeman charges into a boot in the corner and the
Sharpshooter finishes him off.

Rating: D. A bit longer than it needed to be but the point was getting
Owen on the show, which is the right idea after he beat Bret so recently.
Just keeping him on TV makes sense, as you can tell he’s going to be in
the World Title picture rather soon. Freeman was a pretty lame jobber
though, as he was just kind of there without putting up even a token
opposition. At least put in some effort.

Doink the Clown vs. Eric Cody

Doink squirts DiBiase with a flower on his way to the ring for a funny
reaction. Cody is sent outside to start as this whole wrestling things
seems to frustrate him. Cornette goes on an anti-New York rant as Vince
wishes Reba McIntyre a happy birthday. Somehow they talk about her
singing a song about Wrestlemania but don’t mention her singing America
the Beautiful back at Wrestlemania VIII.

Doink pulls Cody down by the arm and Dink runs in to step on Cody’s
chest. Cornette: “I can whip any midget and anyone under the age of 12!”
Cody isn’t happy (as he shouldn’t be, as most clowns aren’t funny) so
Doink takes the unhappy man down into an armbar. The Whoopee Cushion puts
him out of his misery.

Rating: D. Face Doink was just such a mess as they went with the comedy
instead of something interesting. To be fair though, you kind of knew
that was where they were going at some point. Cornette was hilarious here
though, with him going into the ranting and raving as only he could do.
Well he and Bobby Heenan but that goes without saying.

Cornette brings in the Quebecers and Johnny Polo for a chat. Last week
they were challenged by Captain Lou Albano….and here he is pretty soon
after the champs arrive. Jacques: “What do you want Captain Crunch?” The
challenge is accepted and Albano has a team. He leaves and comes back
with the Headshrinkers and Afa, sending Johnny into a frenzy. Johnny:
“Not those guys! They could beat us!”

The Quebecers were thinking more along the line of Men on a Mission or



the Bushwhackers and Albano threatens them with the wrath of Jack Tunney
if they don’t accept. More on this later, but the Headshrinkers are a
good team so this should be fine. If nothing else, I’d pay to hear Polo
and Albano yell at each other for ten minutes a week.

1-2-3 Kid vs. Black Phantom

The Phantom is masked and would be better known as Gangrel. Kid works a
headlock to start but gets hiptossed for a break. The announcers talk
about Rush Limbaugh’s salary as Kid snapmares him down for the running
legdrop. The spinwheel kick gets two and the top rope spinning crossbody
finishes the Phantom in a hurry.

Crush vs. Ray Hudson

Nikolai Volkoff is in the front row in his brown suit. Cornette spends
the time quoting the Rolling Stones as Crush slowly chops away. A neck
snap and a superkick allow Crush to strike some martial arts poses.
There’s a gorilla press and a knee drop for the pin. For Crush that is.

Rating: D. Another boring squash in a series of them after Wrestlemania.
Crush’s martial arts poses were the most entertaining things about the
match, assuming you don’t include the Stones stuff. After the Savage
loss, there wasn’t much left for Crush to do as he was really just a big
lackey.

A highlight package takes us out. Did something just go short?

Overall Rating: D-. Egads they’re in a bad funk as the only good thing to
be seen was Owen winning to continue his momentum. In theory they’re just
waiting for the big stuff to happen but that doesn’t seem to be the case
anytime soon. I’m guess Shawn Michaels and Razor Ramon are just getting a
night off after the big ladder match, but you can really feel their
absences.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the
paperback edition of KB’s Complete 2003 Smackdown Reviews
(also available as an e-book) from Amazon. Check out the
information here:



http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2018/09/07/new-book-kbs-complete
-smackdown-2003-reviews/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
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