205 Live — December 19, 2018:
They’'re Cleaning Up For Next
Week
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205 Live

Date: December 19, 2018

Location: Save Mart Center, Fresno, California
Commentators: Vic Joseph, Nigel McGuinness, Percy Watson

Well with the most recently title match out of the way, things are
starting to get back to normal around here. That doesn’t mean we don’t
have anything big planned for tonight though, with a street fight between
Akira Tozawa/Brian Kendrick vs. Jack Gallagher/Drew Gulak. Tozawa and
Kendrick had a great street fight last year and this has the potential to
be incredible as well. Let’s get to it.

We open with a recap of Buddy Murphy retaining the Cruiserweight Title
over Cedric Alexander at TLC. This leads into the regular preview of
tonight’s show.

Opening sequence.

Here are Hideo Itami and Ariya Daivari for a chat. Daivari is extra
serious tonight as he tells everyone to SHUT THEIR MOUTHS and show Hideo
respect. He can’t sit idly by while a legend like Itami is ignored around
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here. Itami hasn’t had any real competition for two months so until that
is changed, this show is canceled. Cue Drake Maverick to threaten Daivari
with a suspension but Noam Dar interrupts as well. After a quick chat,
the match is on. Good thing the McMahons decree has nothing to do with

205 Live. Do they know this show exists?

Noam Dar vs. Hideo Itami

Dar slugs away in the corner to start and hits a running dropkick to send
him outside. Back in and Itami takes over with the kicks and drops Dar
ribs first onto the top rope. A Fameasser knocks him right back off the
ropes for two and we hit the chinlock. Dar gets up and slugs away to
block some kicks but can’t fend them all off and gets knocked down again.

The second chinlock goes on but this time Dar is up even faster for a
dropkick to the knee. A running shot to the face has Itami in more
trouble and a northern lights suplex gets two. Itami misses a running
kick and gets his leg kicked out from underneath him, followed by a shot
to knock Daivari off the apron. Dar gets sent into the corner for a
running dropkick and the spinning knee to the face gives Itami the pin at
6:56.

Rating: C-. I'm not big on either guy here but the match was perfectly
fine. They got in some good offense each and Dar has a rematch if he
wants one. Itami and Daivari isn’t exactly going to go anywhere but at
least they’re doing something other than having Itami yell RESPECT ME
over and over, which hasn’t worked and isn’t going to no matter how long
they try it.

We look at Murphy retaining over Alexander again.

Murphy talks to Maverick about the times he was supposed to lose and then
retained anyway. He wants a special challenger next time so Maverick says
give him a few days. The new opponent will be announced next week.

Lio Rush vs. Aaron Solow

Solow is Bayley's fiance. Lio talks some trash before slugging away but
gets taken down with a few right hands. That’'s it from Solow, as Rush



takes him down and hits the Final Hour. Rush won’t cover though as he
hammers away instead, followed by a second Final Hour for the pin at
1:05. Rush almost looked too dominant here as it didn’t even have any

impact to have him win that fast.
Alexander is down from his loss but he’s still coming for the title.
Next week is a Best Of show. Makes sense.

Jack Gallagher/Drew Gulak vs. Brian Kendrick/Akira Tozawa

Gallagher and Gulak are both in suits. Kendrick has shaved off his beard
and looks to be about 21 years old again. The good guys take over in the
aisle and head inside to start the actual fighting. It’s already time for
a table because they’'re not wasting time this week. Gallagher and Gulak
aren’t interested in that though and put the table back underneath the
ring, making them even less popular. With that one not being an option,
Tozawa and Kendrick take off the top of the announcers’ table and use it
to drop both of them.

Gallagher gets punched in the face and Tozawa uses Kendrick as a launch
pad for a backsplash. Gulak and Gallagher are right back up with trashcan
shots to take over, allowing Gulak to put a can over Tozawa and beat it
with a broom. Now it’s time for a mop bucket but first, Gulak needs to
hit Kendrick with the mop itself. Kendrick gets in a few shots on Gulak
as Gallagher armbars Tozawa inside.

Gulak busts out a bungee cord and fishhooks Kendrick’'s mouth in a painful
looking visual. A clothesline gives Gulak two as Tozawa is nowhere to be
seen. Kendrick counters a double suplex into a double DDT so everyone is
down at the same time. With Tozawa on the floor, Gulak goes outside and
mocks the AH AH shouts but Tozawa blocks a punch with a chair.

The fans want tables but have to settle for Gulak being tied to the post
with the cords for some alternating chops. Gallagher makes a save and
brings over one of the announcers’ chairs, with Tozawa being put in it
for a running dropkick. Back in and Gallagher gets an Indian deathlock on
Kendrick, only to have Tozawa come in with a dragon sleeper.



Gulak makes a save with the Gulock so Kendrick slams Gallagher onto both
of them for the break. Gallagher is right back on the knee with another
deathlock and thankfully the referee doesn’t break it up for a grab of
the rope. The top rope backsplash gives Tozawa a save and a near fall but
his suicide dive hits a raised trashcan. That leaves Kendrick to hit a
super Sliced Bread #2 to finish Gallagher at 17:01.

Rating: C+. It was good but this never hit the level that you would
expect them to reach in a big gimmick match. It’s not exactly an upset
either as you would expect Tozawa and Kendrick to be more at home in a
street fight. The match was good enough, though I was looking for
something a little bit more intense than this.

Overall Rating: C. Not a bad show overall as we head into the new year
with a look for a new challenger. Murphy needs to face someone fresh as
he’s beaten Alexander twice and Mustafa Ali is off to the main roster.
There are a few options to pick from and each one..doesn’t exactly do much
for me, though they’ve surprised me more than once. Hopefully it’s not
Kendrick though, as he doesn’t exactly fit in the title scene. Nice
enough show, though next week’s should be great with highlights of what

has been an awesome year.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the
paperback edition of KB's Complete 1997 Monday Night Raw
Reviews (also available as an e-book) from Amazon. Check out
the information here:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2018/11/20/new-paperback-complet
e-1997-monday-night-raw-reviews/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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