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We're officially done with Intimidation Games, meaning the still World
Champion Tom Lawlor seems to be done with Low Ki. He's just getting
started with Contra though, the group which debuted last week to attack
Lawlor in a heck of a beatdown. This could get interesting as we go

forward. Let’s get to it.
Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

We open with a recap of last week’s steel cage title match and Contra’s
ensuing debut and beatdown. That splash off the cage still looked great.

Opening sequence.

Battle Riot Qualifying Match: Ace Austin vs. DJZ

On his way to the ring, Ace talks about the respect he has for DJZ but
tonight is about going to Battle Riot. Ace’s slight of hand magic is a
rather nice touch, though that might just me being a lifelong fan of
magicians. They fight over arm control to start as Cornette is mocking
DJZ’'s shaved head. Austin sends him outside, cartwheels over him on the
apron, and scores with a dropkick to keep DJZ in trouble. A quick
superkick gets DJZ a breather but Austin sticks the landing on a whip


https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2019/03/12/major-league-wrestling-fusion-march-9-2019-the-future-is-coming-at-some-point-to-be-determined/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2019/03/12/major-league-wrestling-fusion-march-9-2019-the-future-is-coming-at-some-point-to-be-determined/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2019/03/12/major-league-wrestling-fusion-march-9-2019-the-future-is-coming-at-some-point-to-be-determined/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2019/03/12/major-league-wrestling-fusion-march-9-2019-the-future-is-coming-at-some-point-to-be-determined/

over the barricade.

Back in and DJZ knocks him into the corner but the rolling DDT is
countered into a jawbreaker. Austin anklescissors him off the top and
nails a spinning middle rope Fameasser for two. DJZ is fine enough to nip
up into a dropkick (always cool to see) and a knee to the head gets two
more, with Cornette being shocked by the kickout. A springboard in the
corner doesn’t work so well for Austin as he gets powerbombed down in a
big crash. DJZ rolls towards him though but gets caught with the Fold
(running Blockbuster) for the pin at 6:00.

Rating: C+. Austin has caught my eye both here and in Impact and he’s
definitely someone worth keeping around. He has a different enough style
and the magic/cards thing is a unique enough gimmick. Let him stick
around places like this to get some experience on the bigger stages and
see where he can go from there. Fun opener, as is the case around here
more often than not.

Salina de la Renta doesn’t like Mance Warner and Fred Yehi being loud and
it gets worse when Warner spills beer on her.

Jimmy Havoc is still coming back.
We look back at Contra attacking Lawlor again.

Rich talked to the doctor on the phone but can’t get any update on Lawlor
due to privacy issues. He then goes on to list off all of Lawlor’s
injuries because the doctor doesn’t know what privacy means. The doctor
sounded rather weird and while I don’t think they’re going for one, it

sounded like an impostor for the sake of an angle.

Simon Gotch, of Contra, is ready to beat up Ace Romero for costing him
$20,000.

Alex Hammerstone is on the phone with someone and says he’s in. He gets
mad at the camera being there but does say he’s in Battle Riot (sounded

like something different from the phone call).

We look at Rich Swann losing it a few weeks ago and attacking Rich.



Alexander Hammerstone vs. Isaias Velasquez

Hammerstone’s music is very loud, to the point where it sounds like
they’'re intentionally trying to drown out commentary. Velasquez goes at
him in the corner to start and scores with a jumping knee to little
effect. Attempts at an Irish whip and an armdrag go nowhere and an
enziguri just annoys Hammerstone. Velasquez does manage to knock him
outside, where Hammerstone hits a Last Ride onto the apron. Back in and a
scary t-bone suplex drops Velasquez on his head, followed by a rather
delayed superplex. The Nightmare Pendulum finishes Velasquez at 3:45.

Rating: D+. They'’ve got something with Hammerstone, who looks more and
more like Sid Vicious every time I look at him. Hammerstone looked
awesome here and could be a star around here for a long time. That’'s one
of the best things about MLW at the moment: they’re building up this
lesser known talent and turning them into something, which is how you

grow an audience.

Maxwell Jacob Friedman and Richard Holliday are on their way to an after
party but don’t like what they find and yell a lot. They’ll chill during

a joy ride in their new car.

Warner and Yehi share another beer when El Hijo De LA Park comes up to
get in a fight with Warner, likely at Salina’s orders. Brian Pillman Jr.

comes up and finishes Warner's beer.

The Battle Riot Control Center announces Low Ki, Teddy Hart and Ace

Romero for the match.
The Hart Foundation is ready for MJF and Holliday next week.
Salina rants about Warner and calls Ricky Martinez to deal with him.

We look back at Gotch issuing an open challenge and losing $20,000 to
Romero.

Ace Romero vs. Simon Gotch

Romero wastes no time in shouldering Gotch down in a single big shot. A
suicide dive (Cornette: “Looks like a flying bus!”) drops Gotch again but



he’s fine enough to kick Romero down back inside. The fans are more
interested in finding out what happened to Gotch’s shaved mustache. More
kicks to the leg and head drop Romero in the corner but Gotch would
rather go outside and yell at commentary. Back in and Romero starts

swinging but Contra comes in for the DQ at 3:55.

Rating: D+. There’s something about Romero that draws you to him, which
you don’'t get from most big guys. I like watching him and they did the
smart thing here by not having him lose to Gotch. At the same time you
don’t want Gotch losing his first match as part of (and probably leader
of) the new group. The time didn’t do them any favors, but they did the
right thing.

Post match the beatdown is on with a railroad spike to the head busting
Romero open. The three of them beats Romero down even more and put coins
over his eyes. Romero gets covered with the flag as a fan tries to jump
the barricade. Contra finally gets out of the ring and leaves to end the

show.

Overall Rating: C. This show was all about focusing on the new stars and
it did very well in that regard. There’s more than enough interesting and
unknown talent who look like people who could turn into stars down the
line. Couple that with building up the return of Lawlor to go to war with
Contra and you could have some very good shows going forward.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the
paperback edition of KB’'s Complete 2000 Monday Nitro and
Thunder Reviews Part 1 (also available as an e-book) from
Amazon. Check out the information here:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2019/02/22/new-book-kbs-monday-n
itro-thunder-reviews-volume-vii-january-june-2000/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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