Smackdown - May 5, 2005:
They’'re Pushing The Good
Story
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Smackdown

Date: May 5, 2005

Location: Sovereign Bank Arena, Trenton, New Jersey
Attendance: 4,000

Commentators: Michael Cole, Tazz

We're into the build towards the yet to be named pay per view now, as
John Bradshaw Layfield is the new #1 contender to the Smackdown World
Title. The more interesting story at the moment though is Eddie Guerrero
completely turning on Rey Mysterio last week, which is not likely to go
well for either of them. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

We open with a recap of Eddie promising that he and Rey are fine, only to
turn on Rey last week after Rey accidentally knocked him off of the apron
during a tag match. Eddie’s emotionless face is great.

Here’s Rey for a chat. Rey has to hand it to Eddie because he’'s a heck of
a liar. Eddie even had Rey believing that they were family but Rey isn’t
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going to be his fool anymore. Rey wants to fight right now so here’s
Eddie to no music. The fans are all over Eddie, which is all the more
impressive given how beloved he was just a few months ago. He has nothing

to say to Rey, which isn’t what Mysterio wanted to hear.

Rey wants to know what happened to brotherhood and is ready to fight
right now. Eddie says that’s never happening and walks out as Rey shouts
at him to do something about it. Rey asks if Eddie is scared of another
loss and that stops him..for a few seconds before Eddie walks to the back.

Post break Rey demands that Theodore Long give him a match with Eddie.
Long says that’'s easier said than done so here’s Chavo Guerrero to say
Rey will never be a Guerrero. The fight is on and Long screams for
security.

Matt Morgan vs. Robbie Eckos

Before the match, Morgan stutters about being unstoppable and promises to
make Eckos disappear. A headbutt sends Robbie into the corner and it’s
the suplex into the Rock Bottom for the pin in a hurry. Exactly what it
should have been after the pre-match promo, which is exactly what it
should not have been.

Rey vs. Chavo in a street fight is set for later.

We see the same look at John Cena’s music video that we saw last week.
We look back at JBL becoming #1 contender last week.

Sharmell fires Booker T. up backstage.

Orlando Jordan vs. Booker T.

Non-title. Feeling out process to start with Booker hitting him in the
face and chest a few times. A clothesline puts Booker on the floor though
and a posting makes it even worse. Back in and Booker breaks out of a
chinlock in a hurry but gets rolled up for two with Jordan’s feet on the
ropes. Booker hits the running forearm and a missile dropkick sets up the
side kick. The ax kick finishes Jordan clean.



Rating: D. Normally I would get annoyed at a champion losing clean but
Jordan has been presented as nothing more than a punching bag for weeks
so it’s hard to get overly annoyed. I have no reason to believe this will
lead to Booker going after the title, but it’s not like it has any value

since Jordan won the thing.

Sharmell is happy in the back when Kurt Angle comes up. He says Booker
should be arrested for grand larceny after last week. Angle wants Booker
at Judgment Day and Sharmell needs to be at ringside to hear Booker’s

screams as his ankle is broken.

MNM vs. Scotty 2 Hotty/Shannon Moore

Non-title and Tazz is already reaching near Jerry Lawler levels of creepy
about Melina’s entrance. Mercury takes Scotty into the corner to start
but it’s a blind tag from Shannon so Scotty can dance a bit. Everything
breaks down for a bit and a double clothesline puts Mercury on the floor.
That leaves Nitro to knee Shannon in the head so the champ can take over

in the corner.

Nitro and Moore both try crossbodies at the same time and it’s a double
knockdown. Mercury knocks Shannon into the corner though and it’s off to
Scotty to not much of a reaction. House is cleaned for a bit and most of
the Worm is loaded up, only to have Melina get on the apron and show off
some leg. The elevated DDT (now dubbed the Snapshot) finishes the
distracted Scotty.

Rating: D+. They were doing better than you might have expected for what
looked to be a squash on paper. Scotty and Shannon weren’t going to be
any threat to beat the new champs here but at least we got a surprising
little match out of it. There aren’t any major teams to go after the
titles at the moment but at least MNM is rather awesome.

Post match Mysterio runs in with a lead pipe to chase everyone off.

Here's JBL for a chat even though it was John Cena’s scheduled time. JBL
talks about how we need him as champ because no one here would have
survived what he’s been through since Wrestlemania. The people have a
long history of quitting, whether it be from school or your jobs.



JBL had to go through a bunch of people to get back to the title match
and he did it like Moses going through the Red Sea. Now only Cena is left
and he is a one hit wonder. Cena is the Buster Douglas of wrestling and
after Judgment Day, he will be nothing but a footnote.

Cue a serious Cena with JBL telling him to get his fifteen minutes of
fame. Cena agrees that JBL isn’t a quitter but he rides around with a lot
of oily men called the Cabinet. He and Michael Cole are “just friends”
but he’s not a quitter. Cena isn’t a quitter either, which is why they're
having an I Quit match at Judgment Day. Cena explains the match and
promises to make JBL quit before Cena beats him into unconsciousness.
This was the fired up Cena and it worked as well as ever.

Chavo is talking to MNM.

Here’s a ticked off Kurt Angle for the Invitational but he’s in no mood
for this and throws the jobber out of the ring. Actually he changes his
mind and beats the kid up anyway. Angle wants Booker to answer his
challenge so here are Booker and Sharmell to answer. The match is on so
Angle promises to break his ankle and make Booker go home with that
“gutter si**.”

The beating is on in a hurry and Sharmell even gets in a slap. Actually
several of them but Angle gets in a low blow and the Slam. It would seem
to be ankle lock time but Angle looks at Sharmell instead. She trips
running up the aisle so Angle goes into stalker mode. Cue referees to
break it up and Booker chases Angle off. I don’'t see this one going well.

Video on the European tour.

Chavo comes in to tell Eddie about how much he admires him. Eddie put
friendship and loyalty over anger when Rey slapped him so tonight Chavo
will get revenge for the whole family. Eddie still doesn’t say anything.

Hardcore Holly vs. Carlito

Carlito hits one heck of a chop in the corner to start but Holly hits
some far weaker ones of his own. The hanging kick to the ribs and a
clothesline get two but Carlito knocks him back down. The neck crank



doesn’t last long and neither does the ensuing sleeper. Holly gets two
off a full nelson slam and tries a suplex but Carlito reverses into a
backslide with feet on the ropes for the pin.

Rating: D. Carlito continues to be nothing worth seeing in the ring and
it’s not like Hardcore Holly is the kind of guy to get a good match out
of him. It’'s smart to put Carlito in the ring at least a little bit, but
he needs the right kind of opponent to make him look good and Holly
doesn’t fit that mold.

Post match, Carlito announces the Big Show as his guest on the Cabana
next week, where he’ll give Big Show a special offer. Ok then.

Long introduces Cena’s music video for Bad Bad Man, which is very 80s.

Chavo Guerrero vs. Rey Mysterio

Street fight. Mysterio brings the pipe to the ring so Chavo bails. For
some reason Rey puts it down, allowing Chavo to dropkick the knee out and
take over to start. Rey kicks him into the corner and hits a baseball
slide low blow, setting up a split legged moonsault for two. The basement
dropkick gets the same and a springboard hurricanrana sends Chavo tot he
floor.

Rey’s slingshot dive completely misses though and it’s time for a chair.
Chavo takes a bit too long though and gets his leg kicked out so Rey goes
up top. That doesn’t work well either as Chavo dropkicks him out of the
air and tosses Rey stomach first to the floor. We haven’t gotten very
hardcore yet so here’s a ladder to make up for lost time. Rey avoids
being launched into the ladder though as he catches himself in the air

and moonsaults down onto Chavo in a cool spot.

Back in and Rey headscissors him shoulder first into the post. The chair
is opened up and Chavo is fine enough to send Rey face first into the
steel. The Gory Bomb gives Chavo two so here’s MNM to hold up the ladder.
Rey dropkicks it into their faces but walks into a faceplant for two
more. Back up and Rey knocks him into the chair, setting up the
springboard seated senton to knock Chavo right back out of the chair for
the pin.



Rating: C+. They only played into the street fight stuff a little bit
here, though Rey vs. Chavo is almost always a good match. MNM didn’t
really need to be out there but they did make things a bit more
interesting and it plays into what happened last week and earlier
tonight. It’s a good main event, though it’'s just part of the much bigger
story going on.

Post match the triple teaming is on but here’s Eddie for the save. With
MNM and Chavo gone, Eddie stares at Rey...and beats the heck out of him,
including sending him head first into the post. He even rips the mask
open to show the busted forehead. A suplex onto the steps leaves Rey
laying as the fans are scared to end the show. This was really effective
with Eddie looking completely evil and teasing the fans with Eddie making
the save before stabbing Rey in the back again.

Overall Rating: B-. The big stories were all on fire here with Eddie vs.
Rey being a big standout and Cena vs. JBL having a logical next step.
Angle vs. Booker could go a variety of ways but what we got so far seemed
that we might be in for some rather uncomfortable moments. Some of the
bad stuff on here went by rather quickly and the additional Eddie vs. Rey
stuff more than made up for it. Good show, though there are still areas
they need to fix.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the
paperback edition of KB's Complete 2004 Monday Night Raw
Reviews (also available as an e-book) from Amazon. Check out
the information here:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2019/08/26/new-book-and-e-book-k
bs-complete-2004-monday-night-raw-reviews/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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