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It’s time to start setting up the Royal Rumble and that could go a few
different ways. The big story this time around is having Brock Lesnar
enter at #1, which could make for a few cool moments in the early going,
plus a big deal when someone throws him out. I'm not sure what we’ll be
seeing in the way of highlights but it’'s nice to get a refresher. Let’s
get to it.

Opening sequence.

Mojo Rawley vs. Curt Hawkins

Zack Ryder is here with Hawkins. Rawley chills in the corner to start
before clotheslining Hawkins down and talking a lot of trash. Hawkins
manages to knock him down and go up, only to have Mojo bail to the floor.
That means a neck snap across the top rope and the chinlock is on. It’s
broken up in a hurry though as Hawkins jawbreaks his way to freedom. Some
dropkicks put Rawley in the corner and the top rope elbow gets two.
Rawley runs him over though and it’s a fireman’s carry faceplant to put
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Hawkins away at 4:39.

Rating: D+. I know his career barely exists at this point but it’s great
to see Hawkins trying so hard every time he’s out there. It means a lot
to see someone working like that and it makes these matches a lot more
fun. He likely won’t ever get anywhere significant, but he’s doing
something and it’s better than just sitting around doing nothing for
months at a time.

From Raw.

Here are Brock Lesnar and Paul Heyman for a chat. Heyman talks about
Brock wondering who will be facing him at the Royal Rumble but realizing
that no one from Raw, Smackdown or NXT is worthy. That’'s why Brock is
going to do something unprecedented, which is what he does. Brock
promised to beat the Undertaker at Wrestlemania and then he did it. So
what is his next unprecedented move? Brock is entering the Royal Rumble
at #1 so he can fight twenty nine people at once. Heyman promises Lesnar
will throw everyone out and win the whole thing and yes, that is a
spoiler. No word on if the title will be on the line.

I saw someone suggest this same idea somewhere else and it’s an
interesting idea. I'd prefer this over having Lesnar face and destroy
someone else like he’d done over the last few years, though I'm almost
scared to imagine who we might get as the person who throws Lesnar out.
Still though, interesting idea.

We look at Daniel Bryan becoming #1 contender to challenge the Fiend at
Royal Rumble.

From Smackdown.

Roman Reigns/Daniel Bryan vs. King Corbin/Dolph Ziggler

Corbin jumps Reigns at the bell and gets punched in the face for his
efforts. It’'s off to Ziggler, whose neckbreaker is easily broken up so
Reigns can hit a big boot. Bryan comes in and kicks away...but we have the
Fiend laughing and lights flickering. Back from a break with Reigns
kicking Corbin in the face but running into Deep Six for two. Corbin



sends him into the steps and Ziggler begs Reigns to do something.

The Superman Punch finally gets Reigns out of trouble and it’s back to
Bryan to pick up the pace. Bryan elbows Ziggler down and hits the YES
Kicks, only to miss the big one. Ziggler’'s rollup is reversed into the
LeBell Lock with Corbin making the save. Reigns spears Corbin and Bryan
knees Ziggler...as the lights go out. The Fiend is here so Bryan hits him

with a suicide dive.

Fiend gets posted but is right back with the Mandible Claw to send Bryan
through the barricade. The Claw goes on again and there go the lights,
meaning the Fiend is gone. Ziggler and Corbin jump Reigns as he goes to
check on Bryan, meaning it’s time for the handcuffs and dog food. Cue the
returning Usos for the save though, which is pretty long overdue. We’ll
say the match ended at about 10:00.

Rating: C-. This was all just a means to get to the end of the match and
that’'s fine as it didn’t exactly overstay its welcome. That being said,
this didn’t help hide the fact that Ziggler and Corbin aren’t exactly as
interesting as a lot of the other people on the show, including the three
other people involved in the match. Not a bad match or anything, but a

means to an end more than anything on its own.
Royal Rumble rundown.

Natalya vs. Chelsea Green

They go to the mat and trade headscissors until Chelsea is up with a
wristlock. Natalya goes for more grappling though and Green dives over
for the ropes in a smart move. A hammerlock doesn’t do much to Natalya
and Green has to go to the ropes again. Green shoulders her down but gets
sent into the corner, only to have to escape the Sharpshooter attempt. A
cheap shot puts Natalya down though and we take a break.

Back with Green choking in the corner but getting rolled up for two. The
chinlock goes on to keep Natalya down, followed by some choking on the
rope for a similar effect. It’'s another chinlock, as Green certainly
likes working that neck. Natalya powers out and hits her slingshot belly
to back drop for two. A hard clothesline sets up the Sharpshooter to make



Green tap at 10:24.

Rating: D+. Green isn’t exactly thrilling in the ring but she has
charisma and makes you pay attention, which is more than a lot of women
on the main roster can say. The match was nothing we haven’t seen before,
but it’s nice to see someone fresh getting a chance for once. Granted
she’s already back in NXT, though at least she got her feet wet on the

main roster for a bit.
Video on Bobby Lashley and Lana’s wedding, with Liv Morgan interrupting.
From Raw.

Here are Lashley and Lana with the minister from last week in the ring
(apparently the minister was the fan, which would be some major
miscommunication). Lana is furious about last week and wants things made
right so they get married in a hurry, because the minister can officiate
weddings in multiple states.

Lana kicks the minister out for being boring but still doesn’t seem
happy. It’s because of all these people here who don’t want to see this
ring on her finger. Last week a bunch of exes came out to interrupt the
wedding over and over again because so many people are so jealous of
their love. Lashley says Rusev is the sorriest of them all but here’s
Rusev on the screen, standing in front of a superimposed island.

Since Lana and Lashley didn’t have a honeymoon, he’s taking it for them.
But first, he needs to give them their wedding gift: a wedding album,
with pictures from last week’s fiasco. Lana rants about how much she
hates Rusev...and Lashley tells her to shut up. Lashley says Rusev used to
be a man but they need to fight one more time. Rusev agrees to fight him
next week and the Bulgarian Brute will be back. There was no reference to

or mention of Liv Morgan.
From Raw.

Seth Rollins/AQOP vs. Samoa Joe/Kevin Owens/???

Rollins is officially dubbed the Monday Night Messiah and says he knows
what is best for everyone. The mystery partner is...the Big Show, who



hasn’t wrestled in over a year due to hip surgery. Show cleans house to
start and hits a big chop on Rollins to send us to a break. Back with
Rollins still in trouble as Owens hits a tilt-a-whirl backbreaker for
two. Rezar gets in a cheap shot though and sends Owens into the

barricade, as the fans want Big Show.

Back in and we hit the neck crank on Owens to slow things down so Show
starts playing cheerleader (the veterans are always good at that). The
side slam/middle rope stomp combination gets two on Owens and it’s off to
Rollins for a chinlock of his own. Owens fights up and hits an enziguri
on Akam, so Rezar comes in to knock Joe off the apron. That earns him a
superkick from Owens and the hot tag brings Show back in. Joe gets sent
into the steps, leaving Show to pull Rollins out of the air. The double
chokeslam to AOP is broken up with a chair shot from Rollins for the DQ
at 10:15.

Rating: C-. I know the fans were chanting for him a bit during the match,
but Big Show? I don’t think he’s going to be a big feature attraction but
I don’t exactly see this as being the impactful move that WWE thinks it
might be. It has been a long time and I was surprised to hear that music
again, though the excitement died down in a hurry as you knew the DQ or
countout was coming. It’s a nice surprise in the short term but long
term, they’'re going to need something else.

Post match the beatdown is on but Show punches Rollins out to end the

show.

Overall Rating: D+. This show did the same thing that so many bad
episodes of Main Event have done over the last year or two: showed just
how uninteresting Raw and Smackdown can be. The full shows have some
different perks that you don’t see on here, but the shortened versions
aren’t exactly making me want to watch more of the main shows in the

future.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the
paperback edition of KB's Complete 2004 Monday Night Raw
Reviews (also -available as an e-book) from Amazon. Check out
the information here:



http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2019/08/26/new-book-and-e-book-k
bs-complete-2004-monday-night-raw-reviews/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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