Monday Night Raw — August 5,
1995: Sign Me Up For
Winterfest

IMG Credit: WWE

Monday Night Raw
Date: August 5, 1996

Location: Key Arena, Seattle, Washington
Attendance: 6,755
Commentators: Vince McMahon, Jim Ross

We're coming up on Summerslam and Shawn Michaels is still on high. For
some reason, tonight’s main event is a battle royal with the winner
getting a title shot AFTER Summerslam, because it’s never too early to
start planning ahead. Shawn Michaels has all he can deal with for
Summerslam with Vader though. Let’s get to it.

Opening sequence.

Jerry Lawler is in the ring to start and he has a bottle wrapped in brown
paper to talk about Jake Roberts. He wants Roberts to write a tell all
book about his drinking but shifts over to Aldo Montoya, who beat him on
Superstars last week. Montoya comes out so Lawler pulls out a bottle of
Jim Beam as Roberts’ partner.
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Aldo Montoya vs. Jerry Lawler

Lawler grabs the mic and talks during the match, before dropping it to
ask if Montoya has anything to say to him. The beating is on in a hurry
and Lawler drops him with a suplex. Montoya is back with a bunch of right
hands and a hard whip into the corner, followed by a top rope right hand
to the head. The DDT (how Montoya won last week) sends Lawler into the
corner to grab the referee so Montoya hits a backdrop instead. Lawler is
right back with the piledriver though and a second finishes Montoya off.
Energetic while it lasted.

Post match Lawler pours the booze into Montoya’s mouth. Lawler: “Hey
Jake, don’t get jealous!” Referees break it up but Lawler manages to do
it again because referees are horrible at their secondary jobs.

New Rockers vs. Bodydonnas

Hillbilly Jim is on commentary and the Rockers jump the Bodydonnas at the
entrance. Zip gets dropped onto the top rope to start but manages a small
package for two on Jannetty. Everything breaks down with Jim thinking
they have a lot left in them. The match has been on for a minute and a
half so I'd hope so.

Jannetty sends Zip into the ropes so Skip makes a blind tag as we go
split screen to Skip and Faarooq Asaad. Next week Faarooq debuts against
Skip, as Sunny’s new man is going to prove that her old man just doesn’t
measure up. Faarooq rants about being a tiger from birth and being a
maneater. Dude she’s right next to you. Back to full screen with Zip
chopping at Cassidy and cutting off Jannetty despite a second blind tag.

au

As Jim gets in his fifth “you know what I mean” in about three minutes,
we cut to the Godwinns and the Smoking Gunns watching the match. As in we
aren’t seeing the match at all at the moment. Back again with Skip
hitting a top rope headbutt for two on Marty, who is right back up to
throw Skip over the top. Cassidy hits a neckbreaker on the floor and
throws Skip back in for the two. It’s off to Cassidy to slug away at Skip

as we go split screen AGAIN to look at Jim on commentary.

After fifteen seconds of full screen, we look at Gorilla Monsoon



reinstating Crush (not named) after weapons and drug charges. Marty pulls
Skip down by the trunks and sends him into the corner as we take a break.
Back with Cassidy getting crotched on top so Skip can go up, only to have
the Gunns run in for the DQ. Jim asks “WHAT’S GOING ON” about five times

in a row.

Rating: D. Not only was the match boring and longer than it needed to be
before a bad (though logical) ending, but sweet goodness I’ve never seen
a match where the company was so uninterested in watching it. This was
designed to set up a four way Tag Team Title match at Summerslam but they
need a better way to make me interesting. Really dull match here and the

cuts made it worse.

Post match the Godwinns come in as well and clear the ring with the
Bodydonnas.

Shawn Michaels has been beaten up lately, including by Vader in a six man
tag at In Your House IX. He could lose at any given time but he isn’t
losing to Vader at Summerslam. Nothing matters to him as much as being
WWF Champion and he’ll do anything to keep it. To take it from him means
beating everyone behind him and that isn’t happening. Oh and he’d love
Bret Hart being back because it'’s like peanut butter without jelly. Uh,
peanut butter on its own is quite delightful. Shawn talks about how great
he is to wrap it up.

As appropriate as it is, we go to clips of Shawn at a house show. In
Montreal.

Battle Royal

Undertaker, Mankind, Sid, British Bulldog, Justin Hawk Bradshaw, Owen
Hart, Steve Austin, Goldust, Marc Mero, Savio Vega, Ahmed Johnson

The winner gets a WWF Title shot in two weeks, Ahmed Johnson’s
Intercontinental Title isn’t on the line and he has a bad kidney coming
in. Undertaker SPRINTS to the ring to go after Mankind and they’re both
eliminated in about ten seconds. They fight to the back, leaving the
other nine to fight on the ropes and tease eliminations. Johnson throws
Bulldog out as I try to get my head around Austin having writing on his



trunks.

Sid backdrops Bradshaw out in an elimination that would mean a lot more a
long way down the line. There isn’t much going on in between these
eliminations, making it a pretty typical battle royal. Mero throws Owen
out and the big fit takes us to a break. Back (after a video of British
Bulldog powerslamming Savio Vega thanks to Jim Cornette) with all six
still in it and Mero being backdropped out before I can finish a
sentence. Savio hits his running spinwheel kick in the corner but
eliminates himself by mistake. Nitwit.

Undertaker and Mankind fight through the crowd, back into the ring, and
then back into the crowd. Johnson hits a hard clothesline on Goldust but
stops to try and get rid of Austin. Goldust breaks that up as this has
slowed way down in a hurry. Sid saves himself and then saves Ahmed as
Vince plugs Summerslam every chance he can. Goldust is sent to the apron
but pulls himself back in, only to walk into a spinebuster.

We see Undertaker and Mankind brawling in the back and take another
break. Back again with the same final four and Sid powerbombing Goldust.
He does the same to Austin and grabs a reverse chinlock as Goldust hits a
Curtain Call on Johnson. The match is so boring that we go to the back to
watch previous clips of Undertaker beating up Mankind.

They do throw in some fresh brawling before we come back to see the same
four people having the same fight. Cue Owen and Bulldog for a distraction
so Austin can eliminate Sid. Goldust stands back as Austin stomps on
Johnson before going with the double cross. Austin saves himself from
being eliminated and hammers on Goldust until Johnson kicks him in the

ribs.

Johnson and Goldust team up (?) to toss Austin and it’s Ahmed slugging
away as we’'re down to two. A shot to the face puts Johnson down and
Goldust drops an elbow on the bad kidney. There’s a piledriver and we
take ANOTHER break as this match just can’t end. Back with Ahmed
grabbing...a bodyscissors? They get up and collide next to the rope but
Ahmed hangs on by the legs to survive and win the title shot.

Rating: D-. Oh sweet goodness no. I'm not sure what they were thinking



here as the match ran about twenty four minutes counting commercials and
had the final four after about ten minutes. That’'s a very strange layout
and it’s not like the sections with the final four or three were anything
spectacular. I don’t get this one, but dang Ahmed could have been

something had he been remotely healthy.

Post match Ahmed says he and Shawn are friends but a match against Vader

sounds like a party. Faarooq runs in for the brawl to end the show.

Overall Rating: F. Justin Credible and Jerry Lawler just had the match of
the night and it didn’t even break three minutes. WCW is just killing
them at this point and that is getting very obvious in a hurry. The
company is looking like a zombie and this show was horrible, with nothing
looking interesting outside of Undertaker vs. Mankind. If this is
supposed to make me want to see Summerslam, sign me up for Winterfest.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the
paperback edition of KB’'s Complete 2004 Monday Night Raw
Reviews (also available as an e-book) from Amazon. Check out
the information here:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2019/08/26/new-book-and-e-book-k
bs-complete-2004-monday-night-raw-reviews/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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