
Smackdown  –  July  28,  2006:
The Stephanie Just Had A Baby
Show
Smackdown
Date: July 28, 2006
Location: Joe Louis Arena, Detroit, Michigan
Commentators: Michael Cole, John Bradshaw Layfield

We’re done with the Great American Bash and the big story
coming out of the show is King Booker defeating Rey Mysterio
to end one of the weakest World Title reigns in recent memory.
It would seem that all roads now lead to Summerslam in about a
month and Booker is going to need a challenger. Let’s get to
it.

Here is the Great American Bash if you need a recap.

We look at Chavo Guerrero costing Rey Mysterio the World Title
at Great American Bash.

Opening sequence.

Mr. Kennedy vs. Batista

Bash rematch after Kennedy’s head was busted open so badly
that his skull was visible (geez). Batista isn’t having any of
this arm stuff from Kennedy, who is shoved into the corner
early on. Kennedy gets shoved away again and Batista hits the
shoulders to the ribs. Back up and Kennedy starts in on the
leg to take over, including cranking away on the mat. They
head outside for the brawl, where Batista clotheslines the
post by mistake. Kennedy punches him off the apron though and
it’s another countout to make Kennedy 2-0 against Batista.

Rating: D+. These wins against Batista aren’t exactly game
changers but they are doing something for Kennedy. Just having
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him  out  there  in  the  ring  with  Batista  and  not  getting
destroyed is going to do something for him and that’s the kind
of thing WWE can use. Batista isn’t even getting beaten so
much as losing so it is quite the efficient use of both guys.

Tonight: King Booker is crowned King of the World.

Wrestlemania is coming to Detroit on April 1 and WWE had the
press conference to prove it.

Vito vs. Simon Dean

Earlier today, Vito walked around in the dress. Dean jumps him
to start and hammers away as JBL plugs his FOX show and makes
various jokes about Cole and Vito. The chinlock doesn’t last
long as Vito fights up and hits a suplex (with the blurring
starting up as the dress comes up). The attempted use of the
Simon System bag doesn’t work so it’s the implant DDT to drop
Dean. Vito armbars him for the win.

Rating: D. I’m not sure how much longer Vito can keep doing
this but it’s not exactly thrilling stuff. It’s bottom of the
barrel material and I can’t imagine anything really coming
from  it.  That  being  said,  it  does  help  that  they  aren’t
treating it as anything more than comic relief and they’re in
and out in a hurry most weeks.

Rey Mysterio won’t talk about Chavo Guerrero because he wants
the World Title back in tonight’s rematch.

Tatanka vs. Sylvan

Yes, this is the best they can think of for their TV time
after Vito in a dress. Tatanka kicks him into the corner to
start and slaps on a headlock as JBL makes Bingo/casino jokes.
A thumb to the eye lets Sylvan send him shoulder first into
the post and it’s time to work on that arm.

Back up and Tatanka misses a charge into the corner, allowing
Sylvan to grab a belly to back for two. That’s about it for



the offense as Tatanka hits a backdrop and the chops,
including the top rope chop to the head. The Papoose To Go
only gets two (that’s a rare one) so Grenier goes after his
tomahawk. Since the referee doesn’t want potential murder in
his match, he takes it away, allowing Grenier to hit a low
blow. The TKO finishes Tatanka.

Rating: D. So that happened. I’m not sure what they’re going
for this with this show and having people like Sylvan, Vito
and Tatanka getting back to back matches isn’t the best way to
get the energy going. On top of that, the match actually got
some time to really hammer in the troubles, though that might
be due to a stereotypical Native American vs. an ambassador in
2006.

Post match, Grenier throws Tatanka’s headdress on the floor
to, hopefully not at least, keep things going.

Michelle McCool vs. Jillian Hall

Kristal and Ashley are the seconds. Michelle doesn’t seem to
think much of Jillian’s looks as JBL loses it over Cole
talking about athleticism, suggesting that Vito and Cole head
to a bar together. Jillian hammers away in the corner and hits
a crossbody. McCool’s face is put into Jillian’s chest (JBL:
“If she had done that move with me, I wouldn’t have had to
fire her.” Hall misses a running flip legdrop and Michelle
grabs a rollup with feet on the ropes for the fast pin.

Chavo Guerrero joins us on the Titantron to say that he only
owes Rey Mysterio an explanation. He’ll be here next week to
explain the true meaning of a Guerrero.

It’s time for King Booker’s coronation, including trumpeters,
a flower girl, a red carpet, and a carriage to bring Booker
and Booker and Queen Sharmell to the ring. Balloons fall and
it takes a long time for the two of them to get in the ring.
Booker handles his own introduction but here’s Rey Mysterio to
seated senton him through the throne. A 619 drops Booker as



well and referees finally break it up.

William Regal and Finlay argue a bit about their rematch
tonight, but they both seem to be looking forward to the
fight.

US Title: Finlay vs. William Regal

Regal is challenging in a rematch from the Bash. Finlay takes
him down by the leg and stomps on the finger a few times. A
sunset flip doesn’t work for Regal as Finlay sits on his chest
and grabs a chinlock. Finlay sends him face first into the
apron but Regal is right back with a catapult into the post.
Back in and Regal grabs his own chinlock, followed by a suplex
for a few near falls. The exploder suplex gets three two
counts in a row but here’s the Leprechaun to go after the
turnbuckle pad. The referee fixes it, allowing the Leprechaun
to hit Regal low. A rollup with trunks retains Finlay’s title.

Rating: C. It wasn’t what they did on Sunday but it wasn’t
supposed to be. This was about two people beating the heck out
of each other until the rather busy ending. What mattered here
was having the Leprechaun get involved again and they had a
nice fight cut off in a hurry. Finlay retaining was fine too,
as it’s not like he should be losing anytime soon.

Raw Rebound.

It’s time for the Diva Search girls to play musical chairs.
Miz, who rather misses Maryse, handles getting rid of the
chairs. JT wins as I miss the days of Eugene running Raw and
having people like Flair, Lawler and Stacy in the same game.

Paul Heyman comes in to see Teddy Long, who he wants on ECW
next week. Long can even bring a Smackdown wrestler to face
Big Show. That’s fine with Long, who picks Batista, which
Heyman didn’t expect.

The debuting Elijah Burke introduces Sylvester Terkay.



Matt Hardy vs. Sylvester Terkay

Terkay takes him down and hammers away as JBL lists off
Terkay’s MMA/amateur credentials. An armbar sets up a belly to
belly for two on Hardy and Terkay backfists him in the head.
Another armbar makes Hardy tap in a hurry. Terkay looked good
in a short burst.

Smackdown World Title: Rey Mysterio vs. King Booker

Booker, with Queen Sharmell, is defending. Rey gets hammered
into the corner to start but a sunset flip sets up a basement
dropkick to rock the king. It’s too early for a 619 though as
Booker bails to the floor and we take a break. Back with Rey
slugging away in the corner and hitting a dropkick to the
floor.

Rey misses a dive to the floor and the knee is banged up in
the process. The sidekick lets Booker hammer away at the mask,
followed by a side slam to cut off the comeback. We hit the
armbar on Rey but he’s back up with a headscissors. Three
Amigos have Booker down but here’s Chavo Guerrero to pull Rey
off the apron. Rey is sent into the barricade and the ax kick
retains the title.

Rating: C. This was just a quick way to get something in for
the sake of writing off the rematch and getting it out of the
way. They did almost the same ending as Sunday, minus about
fifteen minutes of setup. That isn’t exactly a great way to
go, but it is the necessary step to take to get things to
Summerslam.

Overall Rating: D. I’m going to write this one off as the
Stephanie Just Had A Baby Show, because this was a mixture of
rematches from the pay per view (with rather similar
finishes), the nothing lower card stuff and musical chairs.
Assuming that is what happened, this was just a one off
misfire, but if not then we could be in for a rather long next
few months.



Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the
paperback edition of KB’s Complete 2004 Monday Night Raw
Reviews (also available as an e-book) from Amazon. Check out
the information here:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2019/08/26/new-book-and-e-book-k
bs-complete-2004-monday-night-raw-reviews/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

