
Best Of 2020: Match Of The
Year
We were lucky in 2020 as there were some awesome matches to
pick from throughout the year. That is one thing that has
grown incredibly well in recent years, as the in-ring work has
gotten more and more polished. There were choices from
multiple promotions and some of them were absolutely great. I
had fun making these picks and there are a lot to go through.
Let’s get to it.

As usual, no order until the winner at the end.

Stadium Stampede (Double Or Nothing)

Opinions on cinematic matches are going to be all over the place most of
the time and that was the case with Stadium Stampede. I had a blast with
this as you could see a lot of creativity throughout the whole thing with
some great ideas. If nothing else, Hangman Page riding a freaking horse
into the stadium to chase Sammy Guevara off was outstanding and the bar
fight worked well too. It’s not for everyone, but this was a blast all
night long and you could see the effort they put in.

Roman Reigns vs. Jey Uso (Clash Of The Champions)

This one makes it for a few reasons, with the biggest one being just how
out of nowhere it was. Think about it for a second: it was JEY USO in a
pay per view main event and it was awesome. I wasn’t sure what to expect
from this and then they went out and had a classic. It wasn’t the kind of
a match that was supposed to have a ton of drama and the ending wasn’t in
doubt, but they had an outstanding match and the things they pulled off
deserve praise.

Kazuchika Okada vs. Kota Ibushi (Wrestle Kingdom Night One)

Oh like these two weren’t going to make a list like this. These two put
on a Wrestle Kingdom worthy major match and it felt every bit as big as
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you would expect. New Japan’s wrestlers can do this kind of match better
than anyone in the world and even though I wasn’t exactly clear on the
story (as tends to be the case), I got sucked into the match, as tends to
be the case. Outstanding stuff and, as usual, worth seeing.

Will Ospreay vs. Hiromu Takahashi (Wrestle Kingdom Night One)

It’s from the same night and might have been the better of the two
matches. This was all about high flying and doing one crazy spot after
another until the other person couldn’t get back up. Ospreay might be the
best in the world at doing just that and they tore the dome down with
this one. These two are some of the better and more consistent performers
on New Japan’s already great roster and this was no exception.

Roman Reigns vs. Kevin Owens (Tables Ladders And Chairs)

Much like the Uso match, there was no drama in the finish but they had me
coming really close to believing that they might pull the trigger. Owens
just kept getting up and the whole thing was perfect given the story that
had been told coming in. It was an awesome showcase for both of them with
Owens continuing to earn his reputation as one of the best in WWE. It
takes a lot to make me want to cheer someone to keep going but they
pulled it off here. That’s pretty impressive.

FTR vs. Young Bucks (Full Gear)

This was the dream match that a lot of people had wanted to see for good
reason. The question was whether or not FTR could make their old school
style work with the Bucks certainly non-old school style and indeed they
did, with some rather nice bonuses thrown in. Above all else, there was a
stretch of classic double team moves thrown in which was incredibly
charming. This was two great teams doing everything you could want to see
them do and telling a great story throughout. I know the Bucks don’t have
the best reputation, but they are outstanding when they are given the
right circumstances.

Undertaker vs. AJ Styles (Wrestlemania XXXVI Night One)

Of all the matches I saw all year, this is the one that I enjoyed more



than any other. These guys beat the heck out of each and it was one of
the best things WWE has done in a long time. This felt like a fight
between two people who wanted to hurt each other and that’s exactly what
they did, with all kinds of bonuses thrown in. I left this thinking I
could not have asked for more and the fact that it wound up being
historic made it even better.

Walter vs. Ilja Dragunov (NXT UK TV – October 29)

This is the definition of the big fight feel as the two of them beat the
living daylights out of each other. The match felt like a struggle
between two people who were fighting over a prize and that is about as
good of a thing as you are going to see. No one brings it in a big match
these days like Walter and Dragunov had been built up as a real threat
and they lived up to the entire thing.

You could pick a few different matches for this but this one stuck out
more than any other.

Kenny Omega/Hangman Page vs. Young Bucks

I wasn’t sure what was coming during the buildup to this one and they
blew away the expectations. There were so many ways to go and the
question was which way they chose. One of the best feelings in all of
wrestling is not knowing what was going to take place going into a huge
match and that was the case here. Then there was the match itself, which
was two great teams having one amazing sequence after another, including
a bunch of near falls and saves. I loved this match and it stuck with me
more than anything, which is the best thing you can have.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6


Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs
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