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Things are getting a little interesting around here and I’m
not sure where that is going to go. Above all else, Big Show
needs something to do other than prepare for John Cena and
Booker T. at Cyber Sunday. I’m not sure what there is for him
to do here, but we could be in for a fresh direction. Let’s
get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Sandman vs. Matt Striker

Singapore Cane on a Pole match. Sandman is already busted open
before the bell and cuts off Striker’s early climbing attempt.
Striker goes after the knee and hits a Robinsdale Crunch but
Sandman cuts him off again. Another shot to the knee has
Sandman down but he’s up again to meet Striker on top. Striker
throws him down hard and he finally gets the cane (Tazz: “Like
a little monkey!”). Some shots to the head rock Sandman but he
takes the cane away and cracks Striker in the head, setting up
a pretty obvious blade job. Striker realizes he’s bleeding and
bails for the countout.

Rating: D+. This was an angle instead of a match with Striker
not  exactly  being  the  strongest  in  the  ring.  Then  again
Sandman isn’t either so having them get in and out in less
than four minutes was the right idea. Imagine how bad this
could have been had they tried something more complicated. The
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fact that it was such a potential problem is rather telling
about ECW.

Fans like the Marine.

CM Punk vs. Rene Dupree

Rematch from Punk beating him in a hurry. Dupree slaps him to
start and bails into the ropes but manages a jumping back
elbow to the face. A clothesline sets up the neck crank but
Punk is back up with some strikes to the face. The kick to the
head sets up the Anaconda Vice to make Dupree tap in a hurry.

Post match here’s Mike Knox to tease a brawl but he runs away
before anything happens.

Rob Van Dam is happy to have his shot against Big Show tonight
and knows he’ll do enough to earn a title shot.

Here’s Test for a chat. Test calls himself the Impact Player
of ECW and brings up Hardcore Holly’s injury from a few weeks
ago. After seeing Test attack Holly the following week, Test
promises to make an example out of Holly when he comes back
next week. Test says his ruthlessness knows no bounds but
here’s Balls Mahoney to interrupt. Mahoney challenges him for
tonight but Test says maybe later. That’s not how wrestling
works though.

Test vs. Balls Mahoney

Mahoney starts fast but gets knocked down in a hurry, allowing
Test to start in on the arm. A Stunner to the arm sets up an
armbar but Mahoney is back with the snap jabs. The Nutcracker
Suite gets two but Test kicks him in the face and grabs a TKO
to finish. Short and to the point here.

Sabu vs. Shannon Moore

As we hear about the upcoming December To Dismember show, Sabu
knocks Moore down in a hurry but can’t get the camel clutch



this early. Instead Sabu hits a springboard clothesline to put
Moore outside, setting up a slingshot dive. Back in and a
running clothesline sets up a moonsault for two on Moore. Sabu
misses  a  charge  but  Moore  misses  a  Whisper  in  the  wind,
allowing Sabu to hit a slingshot Arabian facebuster for the
fast pin.

Big Show talks about how lucky Rob Van Dam is for getting to
step in the ring with the Champion Of Champions. Van Dam
should thank Paul Heyman for giving him the show, because Van
Dam has been ducking the champ. If Van Dam can pull off the
miracle tonight, he can have a title shot. Show hits on the
interviewer (Rebecca from the Diva Search) and leaves.

The Marine has action!

Big Show vs. Rob Van Dam

Non-title. They stare at each other for a bit until Show
shoves him down. Rob strikes away and kicks at the knee, only
to get knocked down with a hard shot to the face. A neck snap
staggers Show though and there’s the top rope flip dive to
take him down. Show crotches him on top though and we take a
break.

Back with Show dropping an elbow and choking away, followed by
a chop to make Van Dam’s eyes bug out. More choking on the
ropes lets Show keep the pace down and a clothesline drops Van
Dam for two. Rob is back with some right hands and a jumping
kick to the face, followed by the top rope kick to the face.

Rolling Thunder gets two, with Show’s kickout sending Van Dam
flying. A spear drops Rob again though (as it should) but he
avoids a Vader Bomb. Show bumps the referee though and Van Dam
counters the DDT into a chokeslam. Cue Test to stomp on Van
Dam but here’s Hardcore Holly to chair both of them down. Van
Dam hits the Five Star for the pin and the future title shot.

Rating: C+. Van Dam did his thing here and it worked out as



well as it could have. Show is someone who is at his best when
he stands there and does basic power stuff while the other
person bounces around. That’s what we had here and Van Dam’s
striking works well in the David vs. Goliath formula. Nothing
great, but it did well enough, even with the interference.

Overall Rating: C. They kept the show moving as getting five
matches in over the course of an hour is fairly impressive.
Van Dam is about as good of a challenger as they have at the
moment and while I can’t imagine him getting the title back,
it is all that makes sense. The rest of the show was the usual
set of short matches, which makes sense on a short show, but I
can’t help wondering if it is out of fear for what these
people could do in a longer match.

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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