Main Event - March 25, 2021:
Wrestlemania Season

Main Event
Date: March 25, 2021
Location: Tropicana Field, St. Petersburg, Florida

Commentators: Kevin Patrick, Byron Saxton

You can feel how much bigger things are getting around here every single
week and that is always great. I'm not sure how much of a difference that
is going to make for Main Event because of the revolving door principle
that this show lives by, but maybe they will throw in at least a minute
change up. Let’'s get to it.

Here are last week'’'s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Akira Tozawa vs. Drew Gulak

Tozawa: “NINJA POWER!” Gulak kicks him in the ribs for his efforts but is
knocked off the apron in a hurry. That means a running flip dive off the
apron to take Gulak down again and a Tozawa nails a kick for two back
inside. Gulak gets in his own kick but Tozawa strikes away at his face.
Another takedown sets up a seated abdominal stretch to make Tozawa scream
a lot, followed by a chinlock for the same. Tozawa breaks that up in a
hurry and hits a pop up hurricanrana. A Shining Wizard sets up the top
rope elbow to the face for two. The Octopus goes on but Gulak spins out,
setting up the Cyclone Crash for the pin at 4:38.

Rating: C. Gulak continues to be one of the true hidden gems in WWE as he
can have a perfectly watchable match against anyone. Tozawa is better
than most but didn’t exactly shine in this one, which is kind of a shame.
I could go for more of both of them, but it isn’t like this was the right
place for a breakout performance.

From Raw.
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Asuka vs. Peyton Royce

Non-title and this is the result of Royce venting on Raw Talk.
Asuka goes for the arm to start but Royce reverses into a
bridging leglock. That'’s broken up with a kick to the ribs and
Royce is sent to the apron for the spinning backfist. Royce
avoids a running hip attack and hits a spinning kick to the
back as we take a break.

Back with Asuka kicking her down again but getting caught in a
Gory Stretch, with Royce dropping to her knees for two. A
Codebreaker gives Asuka her own two but Royce shoves her off
the top. Royce’s top rope double stomp to the back gets two
but Asuka pulls her into the Asuka Lock for the tap at 11:12.

Rating: C+. Royce looked good here and there are far worse
ideas than turning her into a more serious challenger. Asuka
has cleared out the division and there is little reason to not
give someone new a chance. I know Rhea Ripley is going to be
sent to the top of the card but Royce as a potential future
star could work rather well.

Post match here’s the debuting Rhea Ripley, instantly looking like a
total star. Ripley wastes no time and challenges Asuka for the title at
Wrestlemania. Asuka yells in Japanese but then says that Ripley is not
ready for Asuka, meaning the match is on.

We see the Hurt Business attacking Sheamus on Raw, which gave Drew
McIntyre an idea.

From Raw.

Drew McIntyre vs. Hurt Business

If Drew wins, Shelton and Cedric are banned from ringside at
Wrestlemania. Drew throws Shelton around to start and hits an
early suplex, followed by a heck of a backdrop to Alexander.
We settle down to Drew stomping on Shelton’s hand but
Alexander pulls Shelton to the floor to avoid the threat of



the Claymore. McIntyre posts Shelton instead but a distraction
lets Shelton knee him out to the floor.

Alexander hits a big flip dive and sends McIntyre into the
barricade. We take a break and come back with McIntyre still
in trouble with Shelton grabbing a chinlock. McIntyre fights
up for the Dragon Whip, earning himself a Glasgow Kiss. Back
up and McIntyre starts cleaning house, including the Claymore
to both of them to finish Alexander at 13:06.

Rating: C. This was only there for the sake of giving Drew
some more momentum on the way to Wrestlemania. Drew getting
rid of the rest of the team works fine as they only need to
have Lashley vs. McIntyre with MVP involved too. Not a bad
match or anything, but the wrestling wasn’t the point here.

Post break, MVP yells at the team and Lashley says he is going to find
someone who can get this done. Lashley goes up to the usual gang of
losers and says anyone who takes McIntyre out before Wrestlemania will
get a shot. MVP seems fine with this.

Wrestlemania rundown, including clips from Raw of Miz challenging Bad
Bunny and the challenge being accepted.

Gran Metalik vs. Angel Garza

Lince Dorado is here with Metalik. Garza works on the arm to start but
gets reversed into an armbar to change things up. That doesn’t go very
far so Metalik hits a handspring elbow to send Garza outside instead. We
take a break and come back with Garza hitting a pop up knee and TAKING
OFF HIS PANTS.

A running kick to the face drops Metalik again and we hit the double arm
crank. That'’s broken up with a flying mare and a reverse Sling Blade to
drop Garza. The rope walk dropkick gets two on Garza but he’s right back
with a belly to back slam for two. Metalik hits a springboard back elbow
for two of his own so Garza hits him in the face. The Wing Clipper
finishes Metalik at 10:40.



Rating: C+. Not a bad match here, which shouldn’t be surprising given

that Garza is one of the most talented wrestlers to fly under WWE'’s

radar. The ending gave

me a bit of a chuckle as Garza shrugged off

Metalik’'s offense and just finished him off with ease. Nothing great

here, but they did their thing rather well.

We look at Edge costing Daniel Bryan the Universal Title at Fastlane.

Recap of Randy Orton burning the Fiend alive and assorted magical curse

issues that followed, including Alexa Bliss bringing the Fiend back at

Fastlane.

From Raw.

Here is Randy Orton,

with a bag, to summon the Fiend. Orton

talks about watching the Fiend burn alive but last night was
some kind of an abomination. Tonight, he is getting rid of

Alexa Bliss and the

Fiend once and for all. Cue Bliss, with a

Jack in the box, which reveals something close to the Fiend

inside.

Cue the real Fiend, so
gasoline. Orton throws
RKO instead of burning
stares at her as Fiend
Abigail to knock Randy

Orton opens the bag and pulls out a can of

it on him and pulls out a match but goes with the
Fiend up. Alexa gets in for a distraction so Orton
stands up. The Mandible Claw sets up Sister

silly and Fiend points at the Wrestlemania sign.

Fire goes off around the sign and I'm almost scared of what is coming

there. The match is confirmed to end the show.

Overall Rating: C. Just another Main Event, though it was nice to see

some decent original stuff. That is one of the better things WWE can brag

about: they have the talent to allow them to do just about anything they

want to do, including having this show to bring in some international

money. The recaps don’t mean anything, but at least you have a way to get

fans into the show in a hurry.

Remember to follow

me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to

my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books



at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of vour
wrestling headline needs.
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