
Smackdown  –  November  17,
2006: Take It Easy
Smackdown
Date: November 17, 2006
Location: Manchester Evening News Arena, Manchester, England
Commentators: Michael Cole, John Bradshaw Layfield

We’re over in England here too and that means it is time to
continue pumping up the build to Survivor Series. We know most
of the card, including the World Title match with King Booker
defending against Batista. Odds are that gets built up this
week, as it always needs to be. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Boogeyman vs. The Miz/Kristal

Miz and Kristal don’t get an entrance and Kristal was added to this by
Teddy Long. Boogeyman chokes Miz down to start so Kristal jumps on his
back. Miz gets in a few cheap shots and a clothesline but Boogeyman is
back up, complete with worms to Miz’s face. Kristal gets wormed and
screams a lot….as the match just ends.

Queen Sharmell shouts King Booker’s praises when Finlay comes in. Finlay
and Booker are teaming together tonight and agree that Booker should beat
up Batista while Finlay deals with Bobby Lashley. That’s quite the big
tag match.

We see a video on Rey Mysterio’s knee surgery following his torn PCL and
ACL.

Tatanka vs. Chris Benoit

Non-title. Benoit chops away in the corner to start but Tatanka gets in a
thumb to the eye. Forearms to the back set up a quick chinlock as things
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slow down a bit. Tatanka cuts off a comeback and knocks Benoit outside
for a whip into the steps. Back in and a hard whip into the corner puts
Benoit  down  again  but  he  grabs  the  legs  for  a  fast  but  failed
Sharpshooter attempt. As JBL explains that Bret Hart got the Sharpshooter
from Bret Hart, Tatanka gets a Boston crab to send Benoit over to the
ropes. The rolling German suplexes rock Tatanka and the Sharpshooter
makes Tatanka tap.

Rating: C-. Another riveting performance from Tatanka here as the new
version continues to be somehow even lamer than the old one. There is
nothing to him and the sooner WWE realizes this, the better everyone will
be. Benoit is going into the showdown with Chavo so he needed something
to get him warm, but egads was there no one better than Tatanka? Maybe an
angry wombat or something?

Post match Chavo Guerrero comes in and beats Benoit down. A chair shot to
the knee has Benoit screaming as Chavo shouts about Benoit not being a
Guerrero. He wants Benoit to stay out of their business.

Teddy Long talks to Kane about his street fight with MVP and plugs the
See No Evil DVD. Kane doesn’t actually say anything.

We look back at Mr. Kennedy attacking Undertaker and busting him open to
set up their First Blood match at Survivor Series.

Here is Mr. Kennedy for a chat. He dubs himself the savior of wrestling
and talks about everything he has done so far. Just like Undertaker, he
has broken new ground in wrestling but now Undertaker has been surpassed.
Just look at the proof, with this bloody microphone. This year at
Survivor Series, the fifteen years of destruction will end.

William Regal vs. Paul London

Brian Kendrick and Ashley are here too and Regal gets one of the biggest
pops of his career. Regal grabs an armbar to start and London can’t even
headscissor his way to freedom. Instead Regal sends him into the corner
and heads outside for a running boot to the head against the post.

Back in and Regal fires off some knees to the head, followed by a flip



over half nelson suplex. Some more knees to the head and a legdrop to the
back of said head give Regal two. London fights out of a double arm crank
and starts the comeback but a missed dive takes Ashley out by mistake.
London is distraught and Regal hits a running knee for the pin.

Rating: C. In addition to the fans loving everything Regal did, this was
one of the more intense beatings you will see around here. Regal looked
vicious and took London apart to instantly give us new challengers for
the titles. The division has needed some fresh blood and if it happens to
be two old British guys, so be it.

We look at Bobby Lashley debuting on ECW and entering the Extreme
Elimination Chamber.

Teddy Long is happy with Lashley and thanks him for everything. The door
is always open if he wants to come back. How nice of a boss losing a main
event star to ECW.

Wrestlemania tickets are on sale.

Kane vs. MVP

Street fight. MVP grabs a chair to start but Kane kicks it out
of his hands. They head to the floor with the beatdown being
on in a hurry. Kane sends him into the barricade near the
stage  and  then  face  first  into  the  big  red  phone  booth.
Somehow MVP knocks him into the booth so Kane blasts his way
out with the door taking MVP down. To even things up a bit,
Kane puts him in the booth and turns it over so the beating
can head back to ringside.

The slightly busted open MVP is sent into the announcers’
table and then JBL and finally the post to complete the trio.
Kane drops him face first onto the steps but MVP comes back
with a DDT onto the chair for two back inside. We take a break
and come back with MVP hitting a running big boot in the
corner. The bell to the face drops Kane for no cover so he
gets back up and hammers away, including the side slam. Kane
connects with the top rope clothesline so here is Mr. Kennedy



to help MVP hit him in the face with the steps for the pin.

Rating: C+. There is something fun about watching Kane wreck
people and it was on full display here. The important thing
here though was MVP picked up the win and didn’t even have to
cheat to do so. They did their thing and MVP took a nice
beating, so this did its job on both ends. Now go somewhere
with MVP and Kennedy.

Post match the Undertaker comes in to clear the ring. Kennedy
sends MVP back in though and the double chokeslam leaves him
laying.

Gregory Helms vs. Matt Hardy

Non-title and yes, we’re doing this AGAIN. Helms starts fast
by jumping Hardy during the entrances and chokes with the
boot. A stomp to the ribs keeps Hardy down as commentary again
tries to make this feel like some epic rivalry. The front
facelock doesn’t last long on Matt as the comeback is on with
a  clothesline,  followed  by  the  corner  clothesline  into  a
bulldog.  Helms  grabs  a  rollup  out  of  the  corner  but  the
referee catches him with his feet on the ropes. The Twist of
Fate is countered into a neckbreaker for two and it’s time to
argue with the referee. The delay lets Hardy grab the Twist of
Fate for the pin.

Rating:  C.  The  matches  tend  to  be  fine  but  they  stopped
meaning anything weeks ago. Their pay per view match a few
weeks back was very good but the three minute version with
part of that going to Helms arguing with the referee isn’t
going to do anyone any good. These two really need to move on
and do anything else, or at least have some big blowoff match
to  wrap  it  up  already,  because  trading  quick  wins  isn’t
helping anyone.

MVP is being checked on by the medics when Teddy Long comes
in. Since MVP is fine, he can face Kane in a cage next week.



King Booker is talking with Queen Sharmell about the main
event when Batista comes in. Booker isn’t happy with Batista
becoming the new #1 contender because Booker didn’t need his
protection. No worries though as Booker has beaten him before
and can do it again. Batista: “Tonight, I’m going to beat you
up.” Oh and Booker dropped his crown.

King Booker/Finlay vs. Batista/Bobby Lashley

Queen Sharmell is here too. We get the big staredown before
the bell and it’s Batista starting with Finlay. Batista shoves
him down to start and Finlay is already looking frustrated. A
catapult sends Finlay throat first into the top rope and he
lands on Batista’s knees for a bad landing. Batista powerslams
Finlay for two and it’s off to Booker to unload in the corner.

That’s shrugged off and a clothesline drops Booker so Lashley
can come in. Finlay gets thrown into Booker and there’s the
double delayed vertical suplex to put Finlay down. JBL: “Makes
me sick.” We take a break and come back with Finlay tying
Lashley in the ring skirt to hammer away. Back in and Booker
hits a side kick for two, followed by the required chinlock.

Booker sends him outside so the Leprechaun can pop out for a
splash  from  the  steps.  JBL  is  rather  pleased  and  Booker
hammering away makes it even better. Finlay grabs the chinlock
and then clotheslines Lashley down for daring a comeback.
Lashley gets up again and hits a spear, allowing the hot tag
to Batista. House is cleaned but Finlay breaks up the Batista
Bomb. Sharmell gets in a scepter shot for two and Booker is
stunned. Another kick to the face misses though and Batista
hits the spinebuster for the pin.

Rating: C+. Things got a bit nuts at the end with the scepter
but Batista continues to gain momentum on his way to Survivor
Series. Lashley was little more than a warm body here but he
is already moving on th ECW and who else was supposed to take
his spot here? Batista almost has to win the title back at



Survivor Series and if he does, everything should be fine on
Smackdown for the time being.

Overall Rating: C. They’re kind of in a weird place at the
moment as Survivor Series is pretty much set, meaning there
isn’t much to do either this week or next. You’re only going
to get so far with pushing the same matches that have already
been set, so thankfully the main event and Regal matches were
both pretty good. It’s a watchable but also skippable show,
which is likely going to be the case next week as well.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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