NXT - June 15, 2021:
Homecoming

NXT

Date: June 15, 2021

Location: Capitol Wrestling Center, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Vic Joseph, Beth Phoenix, Wade Barrett

We’'re past a pretty lackluster Takeover and that means it is
time to start getting ready for the rest of the summer. I'm
not sure what that is going to included but William Regal was
teasing some kind of a big change. That could mean multiple
things, though there are some rumors of what it could mean,
most of which are rather intriguing. Let’s get to it.

Here is Takeover if you need a recap.

We open with a recap of Takeover.

Here is a serious looking William Regal for a chat. Regal
talks about being with NXT from the beginning, including
starting at the commentary desk for the first Takeover. NXT
has grown throughout the last few years and they have gone
around the world, including to his hometown of Blackpool.
Regal gets a bit emotional as he talks about everything that
NXT has done for everyone involved here. He thanks everyone
who took them to San Jose and Houston and Brooklyn and
Portland, but now there is so much chaos around here.

Regal doesn’t think he is capable of giving us what we deserve
anymore, so it is time for....him to be interrupted by Karrion
Kross and Scarlett. Kross says he knew this was coming because
he was going to control NXT with chaos and violence. He wants
Regal to leave and admit that Kross has won....and here is the
returning Samoa Joe.

That makes Kross look a little worried and Regal says Samoa
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Joe should be the new General Manager. Joe understands what 1is
going on but he is absolutely not accepting the job. Regal has
cast a large shadow for seven years and Joe made his job a
nightmare. Now though, he would like to make sure that Regal
receives the respect that he deserves.

Regal finds this intriguing, but says Joe cannot be a
competitor and cannot lay his hands on anyone....unless he 1is
provoked. Joe accepts, and asks why Kross is still in this
ring. Joe: “Tick tock, young champion.” The fans sing the
Goodbye Song as Kross and Scarlett leave. This is quite the
nice moment, as Joe 1s a great way to counter Kross,
especially if he can have a match one day.

The Grizzled Young Veterans are ready to take out Tommaso
Ciampa and Timothy Thatcher.

Imperium vs. Breezango

Barthel shoulders Breeze down to start but a quick jawbreaker
gets him out of trouble. It’s off to Fandango for a dropkick
but Aichner pulls him into an armbar. Some chops in the corner
look to set up a sunset flip so Fandango is back with a
legdrop. Breeze loads up a bit dive but only hits mat,
allowing Fandango to hit his own big flip dive. Back in and
Fandango gets crotched on top and it’s an uppercut off with
Aichner.

We take a break and come back with Aichner hammering away at
Fandango and planting him with a slam. Barthel comes back in
and grabs a cobra clutch but Fandango kicks him away. A
backdrop allows the hot tag off to Breeze to...get dropped with
a clothesline. Not that it matters as Breeze grabs a small
package for the pin at 10:26.

Rating: C. I'm a bit surprised by the finish but Breezango
continues to be one of the weakest teams around. I'm not sure
what Imperium is going to be doing, though the wrath of Walter
seems to be a real possibility. I can’t imagine MSK having to



worry about either team, but at least we got a decent tag
match here.

Post match Imperium lays out Breeze and drapes an Imperium
flag over him.

Regal 1is breaking up a fight between Kyle 0'Reilly and Adam
Cole and says they can fight at the Great American Bash. Until
then, they can pick their own opponents to fight next week.
Joe comes in and gets shoved away by Cole, who is promptly
choked out. With that broken up, Joe says that when Cole wakes
up, he can give Mr. Regal an answer.

We see an image of a battery charging and it reaches 1%.

Santos Escobar does not like Bronson Reed putting him through
a wall. Reed has revealed a weakness but now it is going to be
one on one. This time, he’ll pick Reed up and let gravity do
the rest on the way to the title.

Cruiserweight Title: Kushida vs. Trey Baxter

Baxter, better known as Blake Christian, is challenging and
promises to show that he is all heart. Feeling out process to
start with Baxter grabbing a rollup for two. A running
hurricanrana sends Kushida to the corner and there’s an
enziguri in the corner. Kushida gets draped ribs first over
the top rope and sent to the floor for a big dive. Cue Kyle
0’'Reilly to watch from the stage as we take a break.

Back with Kushida scoring with an atomic drop but missing a
running kick to the face. An enziguri doesn’t miss but Baxter
hits a handspring kick to the face. Baxter is back with a
Spanish Fly into a springboard 450 for two more. They head up
top with Kushida hitting a super flying armbar, setting up the
Hoverboard Lock to retain at 10:27.

Rating: C+. Another good open challenge title match here but
Kushida vs. O0’Reilly should be a heck of a match whenever we



get there. That is the kind of a match which could tear the
house down in a hurry, though I'm not sure how much of a
chance that Kushida would have to keep the title. O0’'Reilly
needs to win something, but it’'s still the Cruiserweight
Title. That is something that works great for someone new like
Baxter (because his name is Trey Baxter) and he got a good rub
out of this one.

Post match Kushida shakes Baxter’'s hand but O0'Reilly gets in
the ring to say he wants to face Kushida next week. Kushida is
ready.

Frankie Monet is going to be back in the ring next week but
she goes over to Jessi Kamea and Aliyah, saying they would
have won their most recent match if Robert Stone hadn’t gotten
involved. Stone comes in and Monet says the team would have
won if they had listened to Stone a bit more.

Mercedes Martinez talks about how she got taken down by Tian
Sha but she isn’t going to be held down. If Boa wants to come
after her, come get her. She and Xia Li are 1-1 so come on for
round three.

Here is Ted DiBiase to present the Million Dollar Title to LA
Knight. DiBiase shows us a video on Knight, who arrives in a
rather nice car. Knight comes to the ring and loads up LET ME
TALK TO YA but cuts himself off. Instead he would rather talk
to DiBiase, because it is rare that you get to meet your
heroes. Knight watched DiBiase growing up and he always wanted
to be DiBiase when they were wrestling in the backyard. He
needed DiBiase here tonight just to say thank you and they
shake hands.

It would be the honor of Knight’s life to have DiBiase
officially crown him the Million Dollar Champion. DiBiase puts
the title on Knight'’s shoulder and they take turns laughing.
The fans still want Cameron Grimes but Knight says he has
everything that he wants. Now it’s time to get rid of



everything he doesn’t need, and he decks DiBiase. Knight
shouts that this is his title and now he is the only true
Million Dollar Champion. Cameron Grimes makes the save and
clears Knight out in a hurry.

Dakota Kai and Raquel Gonzalez are ready for to get the Tag
Team Titles back.

The battery is now at 11%.

Dakota Kai/Raquel Gonzalez vs. Kacy Catanzaro/Kayden Carter

Carter sends Kai into the ropes for a double knee to the face.
Kacy holds Kai in place for a running dropkick to the side of
the head. It’'s off to Gonzalez to pull Carter by the hair but
some double teaming puts Gonzalez on the floor. Carter hits a
huge dive onto both of them and we take a break. Back with
Gonzalez working on a backbreaker on Catanzaro, setting up
Kai’s running knee in the corner. A running pump kick sends
Catanzaro to the floor but she gets over for the tag off to
Carter a moment later.

Carter gets to clean house and a nasty running kick to the
face gets two on Kai. Gonzalez hits a messy spinning side slam
for two on Carter and an assisted Codebreaker gets the same.
Everything breaks down again and Catanzaro’s hurricanrana off
the apron sends Gonzalez face first into the apron. Back in
and a neckbreaker/450 combination gets two on Kai with
Gonzalez making the save. Carter 1is sent hard into the
barricade and the GTK finishes Catanzaro at 12:27.

Rating: C-. This was a bit too much on the sloppy side and
that hurt what they had going on here. Catanzaro and Carter
are a fine team for a spot like this as Gonzalez and Kai
needed a win to build them up a little bit. It wasn’t exactly
a red hot match, but it did what it was supposed to.

Ever-Rise isn’t happy with Hit Row breaking their house on the
Takeover Kickoff Show but they have rebuilt.



The battery is now at 21%.

Here is Io Shirai to say that she is back. She says that her
next target is...and here is Candice LeRae to interrupt.
Candice talks about how she is no longer an uncrowned champion
and Shirai picked the wrong time to come back. Cue Indi
Hartwell to jump Shirai from behind and the beating is on. The
announcers’ table is loaded up but here is Zoey Stark for the
save.

William Regal and Samoa Joe are leaving but are asked about
how they feel tonight has gone. Regal....is cut off, as we jump
to MSK eating popcorn as Tommaso Ciampa and Timothy Thatcher
are on their way to the ring. Thatcher comes back and angrily
steals some popcorn.

The Diamond Mine is opening next week.

William Regal and Samoa Joe are trying to give an update on
the evening when the Way comes in to mock the JOE chants.
They’'re glad he’s here but Joe tells them to get out. Pete
Dunne comes in for a heck of a staredown with Joe.

Tommaso Ciampa/Timothy Thatcher vs. Grizzled Young Veterans

Tornado Tag. It’'s a brawl to start with Thatcher and Ciampa
taking them down into stereo forearms to the chest. The stereo
holds send the Veterans to the floor and the chase is on. Back
in and the Veterans get in some cheap shots to take over,
meaning the beating can be on. Thatcher is sent face first
into a light tower but he is fine enough to come back in for a
standing sleeper on Drake.

That is broken up but Ciampa is back in with a chinlock of his
own. Ciampa is taken outside for a whip into the barricade,
leaving Thatcher to get taken down in a belly to back
suplex/neckbreaker combination. Ciampa is back up to send the
Veterans into the barricade, setting up a running hip attack
into the two of them. Back in and Thatcher and Ciampa hit some



running shots to the face in the corner as we take a break.

We come back with Thatcher getting knocked into the Koji
Clutch so Gibson can stomp away. Ciampa makes the save (after
unloading on Drake’s head that is) but accidentally kicks
Thatcher in the face. A Doomsday Device is broken up though
and Ciampa hits a super Air Raid Crash on Gibson as Thatcher
has Drake. Somehow Gibson kicks out so it’s Ciampa and Drake
chopping it out on the apron.

The running Doomsday Device on the floor plants Ciampa so it'’s
time for Thatcher and Gibson to slug it out inside. An
exchange of holds doesn’t work but Drake is back in for a
running boot in the corner. A Backstabber hits Thatcher so
Ciampa runs in for the save. The Veterans double team Ciampa
on the floor and put him (mostly) through the top of the
announcers’ table. Ciampa is back up with the Air Raid Crash
to drop Gibson onto said table. Back in and some hard slaps
set up Angel’s Wings into an ankle lock/armbar combination for
the tap at 17:27.

Rating: B. This was a fight and that’s exactly what they were
shooting for here. What mattered here was it felt like they
wanted to win at all costs, which is not something you see
enough of in wrestling. I'm a bit surprised at the result as
the Veterans really need to win something at some point, but
at least they had a pretty awesome showing in defeat. Thatcher
and Ciampa moving up the card works too, so this was a pretty
solid match all together.

William Regal is pleased with Samoa Joe’s first night around
here. Joe says that was the first night of many as Regal gets
into his car and...drives off with no problem to end the show.

Overall Rating: B-. The return of Joe was the big story here
and the rest of the show was build around it. What matters is
they have something fresh which might make people interested,
which has been lacking around here as of late. It’'s a good



show with a solid main event, plus some things being set up
for later. NXT still has some work to do, but this was a nice
start.

Results

Breezango b. Imperium — Small package to Aichner

Kushida b. Trey Baxter — Hoverboard Lock

Dakota Kai/Raquel Gonzalez b. Kacy Catanzaro/Kayden Carter —
GTK to Catanzaro

Tommaso Ciampa/Timothy Thatcher b. Grizzled Young Veterans —
Ankle lock/armbar combination to Drake

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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