Money In The Bank 2021
Preview

It’s time for one of WWE’'s biggest pay per views as the
briefcases will be hung above the ring for some ladder
matches. This time though there are going to be fans in
attendance, which means that one of the biggest spectacles on
the WWE calendar is going to have a live audience. Money in
the Bank is always one of the harder to predict shows of the
year so it’s guessing time. Let’s get to it.

Kickoff Show: SmackDown Tag Team Titles: Rey Mysterio/Dominik
Mysterio(c) vs. The Usos

The Mysterios have defended the titles against the Usos twice
now so a third title defense makes all the sense in the world
right? That is how Tag Team Title stories go in WWE and I'm
not sure what other idea they could have here. Hopefully they
have something good here, as the teams should work well
together, though putting them in this spot is a little bit
weird.

The Usos are getting those titles sooner rather than later so
I'll say they get them here. The big point of the Mysterios
getting the titles was the novelty of having a father and son
hold them together and that has come and gone. There is not
much of a reason for the Mysterios to hold the titles any
longer and the Usos are locked into the main event scene at
the moment. Let them be the champions as they should be, while
trying not to think about how Jimmy Uso is going to get pushed
harder despite his legal issues.

Raw World Title: Bobby Lashley(c) vs. Kofi Kingston

This is an interesting one as we have a former WWE Champion in
Kingston, who has overcome the odds to win the title before,
getting a shot against a heck of a monster. As has been the
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case when he is given the chance, Kingston has been nailing it
on the microphone as of late, though I'm not sure how much
good that is going to do for him when 1t comes to the match
itself.

I'll go with Lashley winning here without much trouble, though
Kingston will likely get more than one near fall. Lashley has
been champion since the beginning of March and there 1is
nothing to suggest that he is dropping it anytime soon. That's
because he doesn’t need to, as he could be champion for quite
a long time given the roll he has been on as of late. Barring
a surprise cash-in, I can’t imagine anyone but Lashley leaving
as champion.

Raw Tag Team Titles: AJ Styles/Omos(c) vs. Viking Raiders

Much like the SmackDown counterparts, the Raw Tag Team Titles
are not exactly the most thrilling parts of any given show.
The division barely exists and there is nothing to suggest
that it 1s going to get any better in the near, immediate or
even distant future, at least not that you would know from
watching the show in recent years. Styles and Omos are a fine
team to hold the titles until the next big thing comes along,
but I'm not sure when that is going to be the case.

I'll take Styles and Omos retaining here, though I'm really
not sure if that is the right choice. The Raiders are a good
team who can have some good power matches, but they don’t have
anyone to face at the moment. Tag team wrestling is just such
a weak spot in WWE these days (or almost any days for that
matter) and while it would make sense to change the belts
(assuming it doesn’t split up Styles and Omos), I don’t think
that is going to happen.

Universal Title: Roman Reigns(c) vs. Edge

I know the story isn’t the most interesting, I know Edge 1is
old and I know this isn’t going to be what it could have been
from Edge’s glory years, but DANG that pop on SmackDown made



me want to see this a lot more. I was an Edgehead a long time
ago and the energy that he brings is a big reason why. There
is something so cool about hearing that song with everything
he does that makes it work and it should again on Sunday.

Now of course that is fairly limited in impact, as there is no
way Edge is winning the title here. Reigns is coming up on a
year as champion and he could be in for his huge showdown for
the title at Summerslam, so Edge isn’t getting the title here.
Besides, Edge is going to be getting ready for his feud with
Seth Rollins, leaving this as a fairly clear ending to what
should be a good match.

Raw Women’'s Title: Rhea Ripley(c) vs. Charlotte

How are these two still feuding? It feels like this has been
going on even longer than it already has and that is not a
good feeling. Ripley has been put on ice for several months
now as she waits on her big win over Charlotte, because Heaven
forbid Charlotte put her over to make up for last year’s
WrestleMania. Charlotte even got the win last month at Hell In
A Cell, because of course she did.

I'll go with what should have happened months ago and assume
that Ripley FINALLY gets her win here, even if Charlotte is
going to have some kind of way to look good in defeat. I'm
trying to resist the thoughts that Charlotte might even get
the title back here, but that is always a possibility. For the
sake of my sanity though, I’'ll take Ripley to retain here, as
she should do with a decisive win.

Women’'s Money In The Bank Ladder Match

Oh boy. This is the kind of thing that is almost impossible to
predict and that is where the confusion begins. There are
eight women involved (because the SmackDown women’s division
apparently has the depth to put four women in) and I could see
more than one of them winning here. That makes for some
interesting outcomes, but it really could go in a bunch of



different ways.

I'll take Bliss, as much as I’'d like to see Liv Morgan win,
just for the sake of FINALLY giving her something. You can
write off Asuka, Naomi, Natalya and Tamina, leaving you with
Zelina Vega (a very real possibility), Nikki Ash (maybe, but I
doubt it), Morgan (not going to happen) and Bliss, with the
latter being the most likely to pull it off. The idea of this
Bliss winning the title scares me, but it is likely where they
are going.

Men’s Money In The Bank Ladder Match

As unsure as I am about the women’s version, I’'m even less
sure about this one. Again, there are eight entrants here and
a lot of them could win, though I'm not sure if any of them
really stands that high above the rest. There are still some
names that you can write off here, but even with them out of
the way, it could go in a few different directions, which is a
good thing.

You know what? Let’s take a completely ridiculous gamble
(which I do not think will really happen) and say Ricochet
just for some fun. You can write off John Morrison (PLEASE
write him off as we just did the Miz version for eight
months), Drew McIntyre (probably thanks to Jinder Mahal
because reasons), Kevin Owens (already had a long feud with
Reigns) and maybe Shinsuke Nakamura (though maybe not). That
leaves you with Ricochet, Riddle, Big E. and Seth Rollins.
Since the other three are the most likely candidates, I’'ll go
with Ricochet just because I like him a lot. It’s going to be
wrong, but let’s have some fun.

Overall Thoughts

This is a show that always gives me mixed feelings. I can’t
stand the build (though this year’s has been nowhere near as
bad) but the show itself tends to be quite good. I don’t know
if there is any drama to the non-ladder matches but at least



we could be in for some entertaining stuff. This is the first
pay per view with fans back and it will lead into the much
bigger Summerslam, so maybe we are in for a good, or at least
over the top, show for a change.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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