
Monday Night Raw – August 16,
1999: The Really Big Debut
Monday Night Raw
Date: August 16, 1999
Location: Bradley Center, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Attendance: 14,178
Commentators: Jim Ross, Jerry Lawler

My seemingly never ending quest to finish this year continues
a mere eleven and a half months after the last two episodes.
It’s the go home show for Summerslam and we are gearing up for
Chyna getting her shot at the WWF Title against Steve Austin.
That was the big story coming out of last week, as it was much
more important than Chris Jericho’s debut. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

We open with a recap of Steve Austin having been attacked and
Chyna becoming the new #1 contender for the WWF Title at
Summerslam. If that sticks for more than two hours, I’ll be
stunned.

Opening sequence.

Here is former #1 contender HHH, who is not happy with Chyna’s
recent success (but he should be happy that he can rock some
shorts). HHH wants the focus where it belongs and brings out
Chyna. With Chyna in front of him, HHH talks about everything
that Chyna has been through to get here and wants her to bask
in her glory. HHH talks about how Chyna qualified for the
Royal Rumble and he had a limo full of flowers for her. Then
she qualified for King of the Ring and he got her an emerald
ring (though he does not sound thrilled with any of this).

HHH talks about how he has always given to her, just like she
has always done to him. Over the years though, he has never
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asked Chyna for anything…until now. What he wants is for them
to have a match for the #1 contendership right now and Chyna
can lay down for him. Chyna: “No.” HHH isn’t happy with that
and says he made her so he can break her. He isn’t having this
and is flat out telling her that he is getting the title shot.
Chyna says he doesn’t have the right anatomy to beat her and
the match seems to be made for later tonight.

Chris Jericho can’t find the stage.

Road Dogg vs. Al Snow

Dogg does his usual intro and Snow has his dog Pepper with
him, which he hands to Lawler. This results in some screaming
as the dog seems to be a bit wetter than usual. Dogg hammers
away in the corner but Snow is right back with the arm trap
headbutts. A slingshot legdrop hits Dogg again as we cut to a
closeup of Pepper’s face for a pretty hilarious transition.
Snow misses the moonsault and it’s time for the dancing
punches….with the big one hitting the referee. Cue Big Boss
Man to hit both of them with the nightstick and Dogg falls on
top for the cheap pin.

Chris Jericho does NOT need his hair done. It’s already
magnificent.

Here are Big Show and Undertaker, the latest monster pairing,
along with Paul Bearer. Undertaker tells everyone to sit down
and shut up because there is a Tag Team Title match tonight.
It isn’t going to matter though because they are going to win
the titles on Sunday. As for this week, Undertaker put Big
Show through his paces by making him ride a motorcycle through
Death Valley. The catch is Show only has enough gas for half
of the trip.

Undertaker caught up to him and asked how Show was going to
survive, with Undertaker saying Show promised to…..stab him in
the back, cut off his flesh and make a coat to walk across the
desert. Undertaker left him alone though and waited at the



edge of the desert, where Show came out with snakeskin boots
and carrying his motorcycle on his back. With that disturbing
story out of the way, here is Chris Jericho of all people to
interrupt.

Jericho says these two giant slugs have been out here to send
people into their own worlds. They can’t form a coherent
sentence so Jericho is here to save this segment. The only
thing amazing about the two of them is the amount of TV time
they are getting to make everyone change the channel. Well you
can stop changing the channel because CHRIS JERICHO IS HERE!!!
Undertaker doesn’t know who Jericho is, but he looks like
someone with less ring time than Undertaker has had shower
time. What a bizarre interruption, but nothing was topping
that nutty Undertaker story.

Post break Chris Jericho has found a follower in Howard
Finkel. This could be glorious.

Chyna vs. HHH

For Chyna’s #1 contendership and they slug it out in a hurry
to start. Chyna charges into a shot to the face in the corner
though and HHH punches her down again. The DDT brings HHH back
down for two but he is back up with the facebuster. The
stomping is on in the corner and HHH hits the running knee.
Back up and Chyna backdrops him to the floor for a breather.
Cue Mankind (fresh off of knee surgery) to hit HHH with the
steps to give Chyna the pin.

Rating: D+. This was a bunch of punching and kicking with HHH
dominating until Mankind cost him the win. It’s still hard to
imagine Chyna getting a World Title shot at Summerslam but
they threw in a curve ball here. We’re in a rather different
world at this point and it can be fascinating to see all of
these twists and turns.

Post match Mankind chases HHH off before coming back in to
grab a mic. Mankind knows that there has always been some



sexual tension between the two of them in their revealing
little outfits (Chyna’s stunned face here is great), but he
wants a piece of Summerslam. Therefore, if Chyna has the
testic…..ovarical fortitude, she’ll give him a shot at the #1
contendership tonight. A low blow seems to be a no, but she
grabs the mic to flat out say no. Mankind: “You sure?”

Chyna goes to leave but here is Commissioner Shawn Michaels to
interrupt. After calling her honey and buttercup, Shawn thinks
everyone who crosses Chyna gets a certain part of their body
crushed. Shawn has a special place in his heart for Mankind
though and the match is on for tonight.

Test vs. Steve Blackman

Blackman takes him down to start but misses a jumping elbow.
That earns Blackman a swinging neckbreaker but here is Shane
McMahon (feuding with Test) for a distraction. Blackman hits a
bicycle kick so Shane comes in with the kendo stick for the DQ
despite not actually doing anything.

Post match the beatdown is on but Ken Shamrock runs in to go
after Blackman. Shane’s save attempt fails so Blackman canes
Shamrock down as well. The villains leave Test and Shamrock
laying.

Steve Austin says you don’t bounce a cinder block off of his
head without getting some payback so everyone is on notice. As
for Summerslam, he could beat HHH in twenty minutes but it
could take five minutes or fifteen seconds to beat Chyna. If
it’s Mankind then so be it because he’ll beat anyone.

Tag Team Titles: X-Pac/Kane vs. Acolytes

Kane and X-Pac are defense and it’s a brawl to start with X-
Pac and Faarooq fighting on the floor. That leaves Bradshaw to
hit a top rope shoulder on Kane as Big Show and Undertaker are
here to watch. A double shoulder drops Kane again but he’s
fine enough to send Faarooq head first into the mat. X-Pac



comes in and gets taken down with a bulldog but is right back
with his flipping clothesline. That’s enough for the tag to
Kane for some house cleaning, including the top rope
clothesline to Bradshaw.

X-Pac has to be saved from a powerbomb but Bradshaw can
connect with the fall away slam. The second beatdown sequence
is on, including Faarooq nearly losing X-Pac on a very fast
powerslam. Back to back neckbreakers give Bradshaw two and we
hit the chinlock. That’s broken up and X-Pac grabs a quickly
broken sleeper. A spinwheel kick gets X-Pac out of trouble and
it’s back to Kane as everything breaks down. The Clothesline From
Bradshaw blasts X-Pac but Kane chokeslams Bradshaw to retain.

Rating: C. Totally watchable match here as X-Pac and Kane were good
choices for the little man/big man combination. I don’t think there was
any doubt about a title change, but that might be the modern fan in me
talking as the idea of complete insanity often reigned at this point.
Best match of the night by a mile though, which shouldn’t be a big
surprise.

Post match the Acolytes lay out the champs.

Hardcore Holly tells someone we can’t see to come out when he says to.

The British Bulldog is coming back.

Here is Hardcore Holly for a chat. Holly talks about being backed into a
corner and that is something he just does not like. That’s why he has
taken it upon his super heavyweight self and gotten himself another super
heavyweight. Therefore, he would like us to meet his cousin: CRASH HOLLY!
Crash says Undertaker and Big Show have some real problems now and pats
Hardcore on the face. That’s grounds for a fight and they’re already
brawling on the floor, plus into the crowd.

Mankind talks about how he and Chyna have had a few things going on, but
he would never hit a woman in the mouth. He will however put a sock in
her mouth and become #1 contender.



Mankind vs. Chyna

For the #1 contendership and we see HHH being held back by referees.
Chyna kicks Mankind into the corner to start but he switches places with
her. Mankind can’t bring himself to throw a punch so he throws her down
with something like a hiptoss instead. A low blow gets Chyna out of
trouble and the DDT gets two as HHH is forcing his way closer to the
arena. Chyna gets in a slam as HHH has made it to the stage. The
distraction lets Mankind whip out Mr. Socko for the Mandible Claw and the
win.

Post match HHH runs in for the brawl with Mankind but Chyna breaks it up,
allowing HHH to go after Mankind’s bad knee. Referees come out to
separate them and here’s Shawn Michaels to announce Mankind as the #1
contender. Cue Shane McMahon (who needs his own song so I don’t think
it’s Vince) to say that there is a conspiracy against HHH so tonight,
it’s HHH vs. Mankind for the #1 contendership with Shane as guest
referee. Shawn says hang on a second because as the Commissioner, he’s
going to be the other referee for the No Holds Barred Falls Count
Anywhere match. That’s also known as a Russo Special.

The Hollies have fought outside and onto a production truck,
where Crash slams Hardcore. After asking if Hardcore is ok and
being told he is fine, Crash gets suplexed as the fighting
continues.

Here’s Billy Gunn for a chat. He has had an allergic reaction
to his a** treatment, which has been swelling a bit. He’ll
still be at Summerslam though and the Rock is going to look
even worse than his a**. Cue the Rock to say Billy is one big
piece of chicken s*** and walk us through the start of their
theme songs. The fans at Summerslam are going to point at the
Rock and watch him layeth the smacketh down.

The Rock brings out a woman with some rubber gloves, who gave
Billy a special massage last week. What Billy doesn’t know
though is that she rubbed a certain part of Billy with the
people’s poison ivy. With that out of the way, Rock tells her



to pancake herself back to Chicago as Billy lays on the ropes
for a bit of relief.

Rock has some options at the moment. He could get a bottle of
calamine lotion, pour the lotion out, fill it with monkey
waste and stick it inside Billy, or he could walk down to the
ring (like this), listen to the millions chanting his name
(like this), embarrass a jabroni who holds the Rock’s glasses
(like this, with an IT DOESN’T MATTER), and check Billy into
the SmackDown Hotel.

The fight is on with Billy finding a kendo stick and taking
Rock out with a few hard shots. Billy even steals some of
Rock’s catchphrases before shoving Rock’s face against….well
you know. Two things here: it continues to amaze me how
ridiculous Gunn’s gimmick was, and also Rock was really not
doing much at this point. Seriously, Billy Gunn at Summerslam?

Post break, Rock promises to make Billy famous at Summerslam,
including making Billy give him a special kiss.

Mankind vs. HHH

For the #1 contendership (third time tonight) with Steve
Austin on commentary. Shawn Michaels and Shane McMahon are the
guest referees and this is hardcore, because HHH and Mankind
need that many things going on. They slug it out to start as
Austin talks about how someone has FINALLY fired HHH up.
Mankind hammers him down in the corner and hits the running
knee as Austin sounds ready to beat up Lawler.

The fight heads outside with Mankind sending him face first
into the steps and choking with a camera cord. HHH is back
with a clothesline and pounds away against the barricade. A
backdrop on the ramp gives Mankind two (er, four, as it’s a
double two, which isn’t three) but here’s Chyna with a cheap
shot to take Mankind down again. Mankind gets in his own low
blow but HHH grabs a small package for two more on the ramp.



They head back back to ringside with HHH sending him knees
first into the steps as Austin threatens to Stun Jesse Ventura
on Sunday. The knee is stomped in a variety of ways and the
Figure Four goes on, sending Mankind to the ropes. As Austin
(accurately) asks why the hold is broken in a No Holds Barred
match, Chyna gets in another shot to the bad knee, HHH knocks
Mankind back to the floor. A posting cuts Mankind off again
and it’s time to bring in a chair.

Shawn takes the chair away from HHH though (Austin: “WHAT WAS
THAT???”) and a double arm DDT gives Mankind a breather. The
argument is on between the referees so Mankind loads up Mr.
Socko on HHH. That earns him a belly to back suplex onto the
chair….and it’s a double pin, because A DOUBLE REFEREE NO
HOLDS BARRED FALLS COUNT ANYWHERE MATCH CAN’T HAVE A STRAIGHT
FINISH!!!

Rating: C. Of course these two had a decent match against each
other but egads that was a lot to take in at once. The ending
sets up what should be an obvious triple threat match for the
pay per view, because WWE liked doing wacky things at this
point. The ending was all kinds of insane, but you had to know
that was coming with something this screwy.

Post match the argument continues until a triple threat title
match is announced for Summerslam. Shawn leaves, Austin beats
up Shane and Mankind brawls with HHH to end the show.

Overall Rating: D+. Yeah I’m not sure what you were expecting
here as this show had three #1 contenders matches (which gave
us two #1 contenders), the people’s poison ivy and all kinds
of short run ins and no contests/DQ finishes. There is WAY too
much stuff going on with this show and it’s the biggest
problem with this era. Another very busy show with very little
to show for it, save for Crash’s debut of course because that
is historic.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to



my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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