Smackdown — May 18, 2007: The
New/Wrong Direction

Smackdown

Date: May 18, 2007

Location: 1st Mariner Arena, Baltimore, Maryland
Commentators: Michael Cole, John Bradshaw Layfield

It’s the go home show for Judgment Day and I'm not sure what
that is going to entail. Everything was shaken up last week
when Edge won the World Title from Undertaker, who seems to be
going on the shelf. Edge is going to be defending against
Batista on Sunday, meaning it’s time for the rapid fire build.
Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

We open with a recap of last week’s cage match, Mark Henry's
return, and Edge’s Money in the Bank cash-in to take the title
from Undertaker. That was a heck of a way to wrap up the
night.

Opening sequence.

MVP vs. Matt Hardy

MVP grabs some headlock takeovers to start but gets armdragged
away to give us a standoff. Some right hands put Hardy into
the corner as commentary ignore the match to talk about Edge
(it would be during a Matt match). A snapmare sets up the neck
crank but Matt fights up in a hurry.

Matt drops MVP again and hits a middle rope legdrop for two as
the fans aren’t exactly thrilled with this. MVP gets in a few
kicks and drops an elbow for two, setting up the neck crank.
That’s broken up and Matt hits an elbow of his own for two of
his own. You don’t do that to MVP though as he kicks Hardy in
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the head to send him outside.

We take a break and come back with MVP getting some more near
falls, setting up a running boot to the face in the corner for
two more. Matt can barely stand up but the referee lets him
continue, as the referee continues to not be that sympathetic.
An uppercut drops Hardy as commentary is wanting the match to
be stopped. MVP hits a fireman’s carry drop but somehow Matt
is up with a Side Effect for two of his own. The bulldog out
of the corner and a middle rope elbow get two each but MVP
sends him into the post. The Playmaker is enough to finish
Hardy.

Rating: C+. This was the kind of win that MVP has been needing
as it made him look a lot more intense on the way to the
(next) title match with Chris Benoit. MVP has not exactly been
seen as a vicious guy so far and it’s nice to have him do
something like this over an established name like Hardy. Good
match with a good story, and that’s what they should have
done.

Post match MVP talks about how the deck is stacked against him
but beating Chris Benoit will only solidify his greatness.

We get a quick highlight reel of Edge’s World Title moments.

We see some exclusive footage from the after last week’s show,
with druids carrying Undertaker away. There are various clips
of the big beatdown/Undertaker’s career included.

Jimmy Wang Yang/Brian Kendrick/Paul London vs. Deuce N
Domino/Chavo Guerrero

London, with a goatee, starts with Chavo and snaps off a
headscissors out of the corner. A rollup gives London one and
it's off to Yang for a high crossbody to Deuce. Domino offers
a distraction though and Kendrick gets knocked down to put the
villains in control for a change. Kendrick fights out of the
corner in a hurry though and it’s off to Yang to clean house.



Chavo cuts him off with a suplex but everything breaks down,
with Yang hitting a top rope moonsault press for the fast pin.

Rating: C-. This feels like something that we’ve seen a dozen
or so times in recent months. It was nice to mix up a pair of
feuds instead of doing the singles deals again, but the
Cruiserweight Champion taking another fall is hardly the most
original idea. I'm sure Yang will get a short and technically
sound title shot but it isn’t like it’'s going anywhere
further. Just find a new way to present the title and the
division, because this isn’t helping anyone.

Mark Henry says this 1is a jungle and he has no predators
because he is the king.

Mark Henry vs. Funaki

Funaki bounces off of him to start and is promptly hammered
down. The World’s Strongest Slam finishes for Henry in about a
minute. That’s how it should have gone.

Raw Rebound.

Finlay vs. Chris Benoit

Non-title. Feeling out process to start until Benoit just hits
him in the face to turn violent. Finlay sweeps the leg and
pulls on the knee a bit, even with Benoit chinlocking him from
the mat. Benoit reverses into a chinlock so Finlay goes to the
ropes, setting up a chinlock of his own. That'’s broken up so
they head outside with Benoit being sent knees first into the
steps. Back in and Finlay goes right back to the knee,
unfortunately with the same hold.

Benoit fights up again and avoids a charge in the corner,
setting up the German suplex. The knee won’t let him hit
another one though, meaning he has to settle for Three Amigos.
It's time to load up the Swanton but the knee slows Benoit
down again, allowing Finlay to knock him off the apron for the



crash. Back in and Finlay grabs another leglock to send us to
a break.

We come back with more of the same hold until Benoit fights up
again. Some chops don’t do much to Finlay who, say it with me,
takes him down to work on the leg again. Benoit gets up again
and hits an enziguri, setting up the rolling German suplexes.
Cue Hornswoggle, who gets taken down for a Sharpshooter
attempt. Finlay uses the distraction to grab the Shillelagh
but Benoit reverses into the Crossface. Cue MVP for the DQ.

Rating: C. As soon as I saw Benoit vs. Finlay, my expectations
went up. It’s one of those matches that should be pretty great
no matter what they do, but then it just wasn’t very good.
Most of the match was spent with Finlay working the leg, which
is fine in theory but gets pretty repetitive in a hurry. The
match was far from awful, but it was pretty boring and that’s
not what you expect from these two.

Post match Benoit goes after MVP but Finlay gets in a
Shillelagh shot to the knee. MVP leaves Benoit laying.

Ozzy Osborne is here to perform the Judgment Day theme song so
Jillian Hall tries to audition for him.

Ashley introduces 0zzy Osborne for I Don’t Wanna Stop.
Performing ensues and I’'ll have the chorus stuck in my head
all day.

We get another movie trailer for Edge’s inaugural address
later tonight.

Miz vs. Christian York

Miz clotheslines him down to start but misses an elbow that
takes its time being set up. Back up and Miz hits a running
corner clothesline but pulls York up at two. A swinging
neckbreaker finishes York in a hurry. This was the much more
serious version of Miz and even JBL has to compliment him a



bit.
Timbaland will have a music video featuring some WWE Divas.

Krystal thanks Teddy Long for giving Vickie Guerrero the
chance to be his assistant. Vickie comes in so Krystal leaves,
with Teddy saying he isn’t sure about this. He knows the
history of the Guerrero family but Vickie wants the chance to
change the perception about the family. After some sucking up
about Krystal, Teddy agrees to give her the interview.

Another Edge video.

Kane vs. William Regal

Boogeyman, Little Boogeyman and Dave Taylor are here as I had
no idea this feud went on for so long. Regal slugs away to
start and actually strikes him down in a bit of a surprise.
Some more shots keep Regal down and we hit the chinlock as JBL
still seems to be scared of the Boogeyman.

Kane fights up and tries the chokeslam but 1is quickly
countered into an exploder suplex. They slug it out until Kane
kicks him in the face and scores with the side slam. The top
rope clothesline connects but Taylor offers a distraction to
give Regal a breather. Taylor throws Little Boogeyman inside
but the distraction lets Kane hit a chokeslam for the pin.

Rating: C. This was another kind of weird match as Regal was
nearly squashing him until Kane made his comeback. You don’t
often see something like that but it was actually working well
enough. Kane and Boogeyman are growing on me as the freak show
pairing and it’s not like the tag division has any kind of
depth otherwise, so why not see what they can do?

Worms are busted out post match.
Judgment Day rundown.

Teddy Long brings out Edge for his inaugural address. Edge



says he’ll handle the introduction before saying that HE 1is
YOUR World Heavyweight Champion. He 1is ashamed to be a
Canadian citizen (but he would be ashamed to be American too)
because he never gets any respect.

Another place he didn’'t get any respect was on Raw, where he
beat everyone but still didn’'t get treated right. He’ll take
on all comers here, which gets Long’s attention. Long reminds
him of his upcoming title defense against Batista, which
doesn’t bother Edge. He beat Undertaker in three seconds after
Batista couldn’t do it in three months, so bring Batista on.
Cue Batista to welcome Edge to Smackdown and promise to take
the title back on Sunday.

Overall Rating: C. This was a bit of a weird show as Judgment
Day was already set, save for the main event, so they had to
cobble something together at the last second. Edge vs. Batista
is the only choice they had for the spot and the match should
work out. Other than that, it was a totally ho hum edition of
the show, which 1is kind of surprising after what they have
been doing as of late. Not bad, but things feel like they have
hit a bit of a wall for both shows this week.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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