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It’s what almost has to be the final cycle of Wrestlemania
rematches and early summer stories. The build for this has not
been great, which probably has a lot to do with it being a
mere two weeks after Backlash. The card isn’t looking the best
either, but maybe they can surprise me. Let’s get to it.

The opening video talks about how everything is extreme rules
for one night only, though in this case it means everything
has its own stipulations. There’s a better name for the show
in there somewhere.

Randy Orton vs. Rob Van Dam

This is a stretcher match and fallout from Orton attacking Van
Dam and giving him a concussion, which was fallout from Orton
attacking Shawn Michaels and giving him a concussion. Van Dam
does the finger pointing and then kicks Orton in the face to
start  fast.  Some  more  strikes  keep  Orton  rocked  early,
including a running clothesline in the corner. A kick to the
face sets up the spinning legdrop but Orton gets in a shot to
the face to put Van Dam down, complete with bugged out eyes.

Van Dam is fine enough to kick Orton in the face but the jump
to the top means a crash out to the floor. Orton slowly brings
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him back inside for the dropkick before slowly knocking Van
Dam down a few times. The over the shoulder neckbreaker drops
Van Dam but he falls off the stretcher. For some reason that
wakes Van Dam up and he posts Orton down.

Now it’s Orton being laid on the stretcher for the spinning
kick to the back. They head back inside with Van Dam hitting a
clothesline but Rolling Thunder is reversed into the powerslam
in a slick counter. Van Dam manages to toss him onto the
stretcher again, but a big running flip dive over the top only
hits  floor  in  a  nasty  landing.  Orton  drops  him  onto  the
stretcher but Van Dam fights up and puts Orton on for the
surprise win.

Rating: C. This was a bit of a weird match as Orton beat Van
Dam up for a good while and then lost in the end, despite Van
Dam looking destroyed more than once. Van Dam deserves some
attention for his facials alone and there was a nice story
being told. Maybe not a great match and I’m not sure on Orton
winning, but they did something different enough here.

Post match Orton is right back up and beats Van Dam back to
ringside. The Punt off the apron sets up the hanging DDT from
the barricade, which ends Van Dam’s full time WWE career for
the time being. Aside from some cameos, Van Dam would not be
back until 2013.

Vince McMahon is worried about the street fight with Bobby
Lashley but Shane McMahon says Umaga will take care of things.
That  helps,  but  Vince  has  a  premonition  of  something  bad
happening to him.

Sandman/Tommy Dreamer/CM Punk vs. New Breed

Tables match, meaning we have tags. Dreamer and Cor Von go
technical  to  start,  including  a  butterfly  suplex  to  put
Dreamer  down.  Burke  comes  in  but  misses  a  charge  in  the
corner, allowing the tag off to Sandman. That means a hiptoss
before Punk comes in to a big reaction for some knees to



Striker. Punk and Dreamer want some tables but Punk has to
dive on Cor Von first.

Back in and Striker runs from Sandman and the kendo stick
before Cor Von has to save him from the table. Burke hits a
quick elbow to Punk’s bad ribs and it’s everyone inside to
brawl  again.  We  hit  the  parade  of  secondary  finishers,
including Cor Von Alpha Bombing Punk. Dreamer piledrives Burke
and Punk superplexes Striker through Burke and the table for
the win.

Rating: C-. This could have been any ECW On Sci Fi main event
and that isn’t the worst place to be. The problem here was the
time and the lack of any real story to the whole thing, as
they just wildly brawled for the most part. Granted that’s
what this probably should have been and now it is time to wrap
up the New Breed as Punk can move on to something bigger.

Randy Orton comes up to see Edge and suggests that he’s coming
for the World Heavyweight Title, if Edge beats Batista tonight
and if he gets moved to Smackdown in the Draft. That’s quite
the hypothetical and Edge doesn’t seem scared.

Raw Tag Team Titles: World’s Greatest Tag Team Team vs. Hardys

The Hardys are defending in a ladder match. It’s a fight to
start with the Hardys knocking both of them down in a row.
Since that doesn’t mean much in a ladder match, all four head
outside and pick up a ladder of their own. The dueling is on
until Haas gets crushed by ladders in the corner, setting up
Poetry In Motion to Shelton to smash Haas again.

Haas is fine enough to get out and pull Jeff off the ladder
but Matt is there to make the save. The Hardys go up at the
same  time  (which  is  stupid),  allowing  Shelton  to  throw  a
ladder at them to bring them back down (I knew it was stupid).
Jeff is sent face first into the ladder in the corner and Haas
and Benjamin, apparently not learning, go up at the same time
as well.



Matt breaks that up in a hurry but it’s time to set up ladder
contraptions. That takes too long though and the Hardys send
both of them back first into a ladder. Now it’s time to bring
in the bigger ladders, because the ladder match checklist must
be completed. One such ladder is bridged between the ring and
the apron, with Benjamin being backdropped onto it in a hurry.

That’s not good enough so Jeff loads up something off the top
but Haas belly to back superplexes him down. Haas leans Matt
up against a ladder on the floor and Jeff gets t-boned. That
doesn’t seem to bother Matt though as he shoves Haas and
Benjamin down, the latter onto a ladder, setting up a Swanton
to keep them down. Matt pulls the titles down to retain.

Rating: B. Like this wasn’t going to work. It’s a match I
didn’t care to see but knew it was going to be good, which was
absolutely  what  happened  here.  Sometimes  you  need  to  let
people who are good at this kind of thing do their stuff and
that was the case here. It was nothing that hadn’t been done
before, but it was done well.

Great Khali promises to win.

Mark Henry vs. Kane

Lumberjack match and the lumberjacks get their own individual
entrances. Henry powers him to the floor to start but Kane is
back in to kick Henry in the face. That doesn’t bother Henry
much either so Kane slugs him out to the floor and follows him
out. This time Henry rams him into the post to start working
on the back and hammers away in it inside. A test of strength
doesn’t work well for Henry as Kane headbutts his way to
freedom, only to get shouldered down.

Kane can’t pick Henry up and we hit the bearhug, with Henry
eventually throwing him down. Henry gets tossed outside so
Kane dives onto a bunch of people for the big crash. Back in
and Kane hits the top rope clothesline to set up the chokeslam
but the lumberjacks come in to beat him down. Since it’s No



DQ, Henry grabs the bearhug again and Kane is out for the win.

Rating: D. The gimmick didn’t do the match any favors here and
it felt rather forced in. I get that they had to do something
to make this an extreme match but it was basically Henry
hurting Kane’s back, some interference, and then Henry wins.
That could have been done without the lumberjacks and that is
never a good sign for any match.

The Hardys and the World’s Greatest Tag Team get in a fight
backstage.

We recap Bobby Lashley vs. Vince McMahon for the ECW World
Title. Lashley helped shave McMahon’s head at Wrestlemania so
Vince swore revenge and eventually took the title with some
help from Shane McMahon and Umaga. After screwing Lashley over
a time or two, it is time for the final showdown in a street
fight.

ECW World Title: Vince McMahon vs. Bobby Lashley

Lashley  is  challenging  in  a  street  fight  and  Shane
McMahon/Umaga are here with Vince. Lashley wastes no time in
diving over the top onto Umaga, who he grazes with his feet at
best. Now it’s Shane getting beaten up and tossed onto Umaga
at ringside, leaving Lashley to unload on Vince in the corner.

Umaga comes back in to miss a splash in the corner but Shane
is back in with a DDT onto a chair. Vince clotheslines Lashley
down and chokes in the corner before they head outside. More
triple teaming ensues before heading back inside where Vince
can hit a spear for two. Lashley pulls Vince in the way of
Umaga’s splash though and the comeback is on.

Shane and Umaga are sent outside and Lashley unloads on Vince
with a chair. The Dominator gets two with Umaga making the
save, setting up a splash from the apron. Shane adds the top
rope elbow through the announcers’ table and everyone is down
again. That only gives Vince two back inside so Umaga hits the



running hip attack in the corner. Shane misses Coast To Coast
though and Lashley is back up with the spear to Vince to get
the title back.

Rating: C. This was the fairly obvious way to go and there is
nothing wrong with that. Sometimes you need to go in the
logical way and this time around that meant Lashley running
through the odds and getting the title back. Lashley is a
monster,  but  now  he  needs  something  else  to  do,  which
unfortunately won’t involve Vince as the amazing ECW heel. Not
a great match or a great brawl, but it did what it was
supposed to do.

Post match Lashley hits another spear on Vince for a bonus.

Maria likes Santino Marella speaking Italian to her but she
has to answer a question about the upcoming pudding match
between Melina and Candice Michelle. As you might guess, her
response  features  a  lot  of  big  words  and  scientific
explanations about pudding. Candice pops up and asks for a
kiss  for  luck.  Maria  obliges,  so  Santino  says  he  loves
America. Ron Simmons comes in for the catchphrase.

Melina vs. Candice Michelle

Non-title and they’re fighting in pudding. Candice shoves her
down and they grapple around a lot, as you can probably guess
how this is going. They fight on the floor a bit and Lawler
can’t tell which is which, though he doesn’t seem to care.
Melina licks some pudding off of her thumb and hits a DDT.
Trash talking ensues, but Candice pulls her into a reverse
chinlock for the tap (on pudding). Exactly what you would have
expected.

Post match Maria comes in for an interview but gets pulled
into the pudding. The referee is pulled in as well and Lawler
is jealous.

We recap Edge vs. Batista for the Smackdown World Title. Edge



cashed in Money in the Bank to take the title from Undertaker,
then cheated to beat Batista at Judgment Day. Now it’s time
for Batista to get his rematch inside a cage.

Smackdown World Title: Batista vs. Edge

Edge is defending in a cage. Batista starts fast by taking him
down and going up but it’s way too early for that. Edge tries
to go up but gets pulled back down, earning himself a heck of
a clothesline for two. A few shots to the face aren’t enough
for Edge to get out as Lashley suplexes him down for two more.

Now it’s Batista going up, only to have his leg kicked out for
the save. That’s enough to weaken Batista’s already damaged
leg but he’s fine enough to catch Edge trying for the door. A
superplex gives Batista two and they collide in the middle off
a spear vs. running shoulder for the double knockdown. It’s
Batista up first with a running clothesline and a swinging
Boss Man Slam gets two.

A catapult sends Edge face first into the cage and Batista
launches him face first in again. Somehow Edge manages a quick
spear for two but Batista pulls him off the top for the same.
The Batista Bomb is countered (with Edge’s thong sticking out)
as Edge winds up on top. Batista follows him up but gets low
blowed back down. Batista goes for the door but Edge climbs
out to escape and retain.

Rating: C. That’s it? That felt like the setup for another
false finish and then they just finished the match. It wasn’t
terrible, but it seemed like they were missing the last five
or  so  minutes.  This  should  put  Batista  out  of  the  title
picture for the time being, though I’m not sure what that
leaves for him to do at the moment. Edge can find someone new
though, and he can do so after beating Batista pretty clean.

We recap John Cena vs. Great Khali. Cena retained the title at
Judgment Day but Khali’s leg was underneath the ropes. That’s
why tonight it’s a falls count anywhere match for the title,



meaning the ropes can’t save Cena. The idea here is that Cena
knows he’s facing a monster and might be in way over his head.

Raw World Title: John Cena vs. Great Khali

Cena is defending in a falls count anywhere match. Cena goes
right  after  him  to  start  but  is  quickly  knocked  down,
including a bunch of stomping in the corner. There’s a slam to
plant Cena but he gets in a shot of his own for a breather.
Khali is right back up with a chop to the head to put Cena on
the floor though and the foot on the chest gets two. A hard
ram sends Cena head first through a monitor but another big
chop is blocked.

Instead, Cena is tossed over the barricade but he manages a
monitor shot of his own. The FU attempt is swatted away though
and Khali punches him around. A missed charge (work with me
here) misses for Khali and Cena hits him in the face with a
boom camera for two. Cena gets him off the ground for the FU
but some elbows to the face get Khali out of trouble again.
They fight onto a crane, where Cena finally manages the FU off
of said crane to retain the title.

Rating: C+. While certainly not a classic, they did this as
well as they could have. What mattered here was they found the
right way to hide Khali’s limitations and let Cena do the
rest. The idea of setting up the FU for the whole match and
then blowing it off in the end was the right call too and it
was a well set up match. I’m not sure how much better they
could have done this and the stipulation made the match better
rather than just being tacked on.

Overall  Rating:  C.  This  was  a  show  that  focused  almost
entirely on the gimmicks and that was not a bad thing. The
stories were either mostly done or not exactly exciting, so
putting the emphasis on everything else they were doing was
the right idea. It made for an easy show to watch, even if it
didn’t feel all that important. We need to move on in a big



way, but at least they had a fine enough show to wrap up this
cycle.

 

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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