Smackdown - July 13, 2007:
Extra Good Wrestling

Smackdown

Date: July 13, 2007

Location: New Orleans Arena, New Orleans, Louisiana
Attendance: 2,271

Commentators: Michael Cole, John Bradshaw Layfield

The Great American Bash is in less than two weeks and we have
a somewhat intriguing main event of Kane vs. Edge for the
World Title. At the same time though, we also have Batista vs.
Great Khali, which might not be the best idea in the world.
They have some time to set things up though so let’s get to
it.

Here are last week's results if you need a recap.

Edge is on the phone and seems paranoid that Kane is behind
him. This could be due to Kane popping up in a window over
Edge’s shoulder.

Opening sequence.

Matt Hardy vs. Chris Masters

MVP is on commentary. They take their time to start, with
Hardy grabbing a headlock. A hard shoulder drops Matt and an
elbow to the face does it again. Masters drives him into the
corner as MVP talks about how he is absolutely the greatest US
Champion of all time. The Masterlock is teased and we take a
break.

Back with Matt missing the middle rope legdrop as MVP says he
isn’t scared of Hardy at the Bash. Hardy gets in some right
hands but Masters sends him back into the corner to cut that
off in a hurry. Masters bends Hardy’'s back over the knee,
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setting up a hard clothesline out of the corner for two. The
neck crank goes on as MVP talks about everything he has
accomplished in WWE so far. Matt fights back up and hits the
middle rope elbow to the back of the neck, plus the Side
Effect for two. Masters gets up and walks right into the Twist
of Fate for the pin.

Rating: C. This was another longer form Matt match and now
they are using the winning streak to set him up for a title
match. That’s how this thing can work very well and it’s
making me want to see what happens when he faces MVP. Good
enough stuff here, which 1is all the more impressive with
someone as simple as Masters.

Post match Matt and MVP have a staredown but Masters grabs the
Masterlock on Hardy. With Matt done, MVP hits the Playmaker
for good measure.

Jimmy Wang Yang vs. Finlay

Finlay powers him around to start but has to avoid a spinning
kick to the face. With that not working for Yang, Finlay grabs
a front facelock. Yang fights up and manages to dropkick
Finlay outside, which has JBL stunned. Finlay pulls Yang down
into the ring skirt to administer the beating though, which
has JBL back to normal.

Back in and Finlay starts cranking on the arm before blasting
Yang with a clothesline. The Fujiwara armbar goes on to keep
Yang in trouble but Yang manages some shots to the face. Back
up and Yang hits the running spinwheel kick in the corner,
followed by a high crossbody for two. Finlay backdrops him so
hard that Yang lands on his face, setting up the Celtic Cross
for the pin.

Rating: C+. I liked this one a good bit better than I would
have expected and that’s a nice surprise. Finlay beat him up
but Yang scored a few shots here and there to make it
interesting. It’'s always nice to see a random pairing like



this work out and they had a rather fun TV match.

Post match Hornswoggle is let out from underneath the ring,
gets in a bite on Yang, and then hides again.

Chavo Guerrero/Jamie Noble vs. Major Brothers

Noble and Brian start things off with Noble elbowing his way
out of a hammerlock. An armdrag into an armbar works a bit
better and it’s off to Brett for an armbar of his own. Noble
kicks him into the corner though and it’s off to Chavo for a
chinlock. Noble grabs a camel clutch and even holds Brett away
from a hot tag attempt, allowing Chavo to come back in.

That doesn’t last long either as Brett gets up and knocks
Chavo away, setting up the hot tag to Brian. Everything breaks
down and Noble is suplexed to the floor, leaving Chavo to get
caught with a missile dropkick for the fast pin (because you
have to pin the Cruiserweight Champion here).

Rating: C+. Champ getting pinned aside, this was another
solid, back and forth match between talented wrestlers. You
can always use something like that on any show and it is great
to see the Major Brothers already getting some success. They
feel like an old school team with the name and matching gear.
Go with more like that, especially if they work well like
this.

Vickie Guerrero runs into Runjin Singh, who has some issues
with Great Khali’s contract signing with Batista tonight. He
puts his arm around her shoulders but Vickie doesn’t care, so
the contract signing/match are still on. Khali shows up to
yell at Vickie and then beats up a backstage worker.

Rey Mysterio 1s coming back.

Kane invades the inside of Edge’'s TV, making me think of the
time Lucy got inside the Ricardos’ TV on I Love Lucy.

Here is Teddy Long to run the contract signing between Batista



and Great Khali. Batista wastes no time in signing the
contract, but Runjin Singh warns him that he will see a real
animal at the Great American Bash. Khali isn’t scared and
shouts a lot before signing. Batista offers a handshake but
then slaps Khali in the face, which is enough to send Khali
outside. The steps are thrown in but Batista throws them right
back, along with everything else.

Chuck Palumbo vs. Luke Hawx

Palumbo grabs a headlock takeover to start and shrugs off a
spinwheel kick for a bonus. Hawx gets up a boot in the corner
but Palumbo tosses him down with a suplex. A running big boot
and Full Throttle give Palumbo the pin. It'’s amazing what
happens when you have someone with a good look and don’t give
them a comedy gimmick.

Jesse and Festus like the Divas because Festus 1s a ladies
man.

Kane scared Edge while he’s brushing his teeth.

Deuce N Domino don’t like Eugene looking at their car but they
agree to drive him to the ring if he’ll take Deuce’s match.

Eugene vs. Mark Henry

Henry glares at Deuce N Domino and Cherry before running over
Eugene in the corner. Forearms to the back and shots to the
knees set up the World’s Strongest Slam. Henry grabs the
bearhug for the easy win.

Michelle McCool rollerblades.
We look back at Torrie Wilson and Victoria brawling last week.

Teddy Long and Kristal are happy with the wedding plans.
Vickie Guerrero comes in and is offered the position as maid
of honor. Planning mode activates.



Torrie Wilson vs. Victoria

Victoria takes her into the corner to start and gets in a hard
slap to the face. Torrie’'s hair pulling doesn’t work so
Victoria hits a knee to the ribs. She yells about Torrie not
being so pretty and kicks her down for two more. There’s the
choking on the ropes but Torrie fights up with forearms. A
swinging neckbreaker gives Torrie two and they fight outside,
with Torrie hitting a Thesz press off the apron. The beating
continues and Torrie wins via countout.

Rating: D. What else were you expecting here? This is the same
kind of match that we have seen for years and it’s one of the
most common stories you would see involving Torrie. I've lost
count of the amount of wrestlers to insult her looks but it’s
not like she has much of a character to talk about otherwise.

Edge has a Mardi Gras party of characters ready for a
celebration.

Here is the full on Mardi Gras float, complete with Edge right
in the middle. Edge goes a bit nuts with the celebrating
before saying that this is his kind of town. The celebration
you're about to see will pale in comparison to what you see at
the Great American Bash after he retains the title. The
celebration is on again until one of the people in costumes
stares at him. Edge spears him, but one of the other people
takes their mask off to reveal Kane. The beatdown is on in a
hurry until some of the other try to help Edge. Kane beats
them up instead and stares Edge down to end the show.

Overall Rating: C+. The wrestling here was better than
expected for the most part and that takes away from some of
the goofy stuff involving Kane and Edge. You kind of have to
expect that kind of thing in a Kane story and it could have
been a lot worse. Other than that, it was a show that didn’t
have much going on but offered enough good wrestling to make
it entertaining. That isn’t something you get to see very



often in WWE so itwas nice for a change.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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