Smackdown — February 4, 2022:
The Long And Winding Road

Smackdown

Date: February 4, 2022

Location: Paycom Center, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
Commentators: Pat McAfee, Michael Cole

We're done with the Royal Rumble and it’s time to get going on
the Road to Wrestlemania. That is going to get going on this
show with a pair of big talking points. First up, Paul Heyman
will be explaining why he sided with Roman Reigns and Ronda
Rousey might be announcing her Wrestlemania opponent. Let’s
get to it.

Here is the Royal Rumble if you need a recap.

We open with a recap of Brock Lesnar getting screwed out of
the WWE Title at the Royal Rumble but then coming back to win
the Royal Rumble later in the night. Then he announced that he
will be challenging Roman Reigns for the Universal Title at
Wrestlemania.

Here is the Bloodline to get things going, complete with a
look at Reigns retaining the Universal Title over Seth Rollins
at the Royal Rumble. Paul Heyman talks about how there was no
plot or plan, because he made a huge mistake by telling Reigns
what he thought. He felt that Reigns needed to be protected
and he made a mistake. The Coronavirus picked the wrong human
to infect and Heyman got Lesnar the WWE Title match. It would
leave everyone where they needed to be..except for Heyman when
it comes to Reigns.

On Lesnar’s first night as champion, he came to Smackdown and
challenged Reigns to a title for title match at Wrestlemania.
Heyman says Lesnar was as stupid as he looked because he was
stuck with a happy Saskatchewan farmer who wants to take
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everyone to Suplex City. Then we got to the Royal Rumble,
where the Goat slayed the Beast to save Heyman from having to
say the same things over and over.

Heyman starts saying the catchphrase but says you will never
hear it again. He now realizes the truth: Lesnar needs to be
protected from Reigns. Then Reigns offered him the hand of the
Bloodline, which is why Heyman handed over the title to smash
Lesnar in the face with it. Now there will be no title for
title match because Lesnar will acknowledge Roman Reigns,
which Heyman demonstrates.

Heyman tells the fans to acknowledge the Tribal Chief....and
it’s Goldberg time. Goldberg comes to the ring and gets
straight to the point with the challenge for Elimination
Chamber. For the love of all things good and holy, PLEASE DO
THE MATCH ALREADY! WWE has been threatening us with this
stupid match for two years now so let them do it already and
get it out of their systenm.

Ridge Holland vs. Ricochet

Sheamus and Cesaro are here too. Holland shoulders him down to
start but Ricochet flips over him. Another dodge sends Holland
outside but he avoids a charge and drops Ricochet face first
onto the apron. Holland stops to say something to Sheamus
though and it’'s a Codebreaker to give Ricochet the pin at
1:50.

Cesaro/Ricochet vs. Ridge Holland/Sheamus

Joined in progress after a break (thankfully without needing
to show someone coming out and making the match) with Sheamus
hitting the forearms to Cesaro’s chest and then clotheslining
him back in. Pat McAfee 1is holding the Shillelagh as Cesaro
fights out of a chinlock and hands it back to Ricochet to pick
up the pace.

A springboard forearm sets up a Lionsault for two as



everything breaks down. Cesaro rolls Sheamus up for two but
charges into a boot in the corner. A dropkick catches Sheamus
with a dropkick on top but Holland tags himself in as Sheamus
gets superplexed. Northern Grit finishes Cesaro at 2:54 to get
his heat back after all of five minutes later.

Jimmy Uso vs. Erik

Preview of the Tag Team Title match at Elimination Chamber
because this is how WWE hypes up tag team matches. Erik slips
out of a fireman’s carry to start and blasts Jimmy with a knee
to the face. Ivar and Jey get into it on the floor, leaving
Jimmy to superkick Erik down. The Superfly Splash (with the We
The Ones pose in the air) finishes for Jimmy at 1:14 to
continue the fast matches and weird booking choices.

We look at Aliyah beating Natalya in three seconds a few weeks
ago. Then Natalya beat her up for a DQ in a rematch.

Alivah vs. Natalya

Aliyah brags about the 3:17 record winning time but gets
picked up without much effort. Back up and Aliyah gets in a
takedown for some right hands of her own. A Rey Mysterio
sitout bulldog gets two, meaning it’s a shocked near fall
face. Natalya hits the discus lariat and they head outside.
This time Natalya beats her down for a good while, only to get
sent into the barricade to give Aliyah the countout win at
2:22.

Here is the returning Drew McIntyre to say he is back. Before
he can get very far, here 1is Happy Corbin for a distraction,
but McIntyre pulls the sword out to stop a charging Madcap
Moss. McIntyre wants to hear a funny joke about himself, with
Moss saying that Wrestlemania is like a criminal who beats the
charges: they both get off Scot-free. That earns him a
Claymore (McIntyre: “Idiot.”) and McIntyre promises to make
Corbin’s life h***,



Sami Zayn crashed the Jackass Forever premiere and got taken
out by security. Johnny Knoxville even stabs him with an
electric stick.

Zayn complains to Adam Pearce and Sonya Deville about letting
that air on television. To calm him down, he gets his
Intercontinental Title match in two weeks. Pearce: “Should we
invite Johnny Knoxville?” Zayn leaves and it’s Natalya coming
in, saying she wants Aliyah next week, pinfall or submission
only, Dungeon Style. Deal.

Shinsuke Nakamura vs. Jinder Mahal

Championship Contenders match and Rick Boogs’ guitar doesn’t
work so McAfee dances to the entrance music instead. Boogs and
Shanky are here too and here is Sami Zayn to join commentary.
Nakamura starts fast with the sliding German suplex but
Kinshasa is countered into a fireman’s carry gutbuster for
two. Mahal punches him down and we hit the chinlock. The
Khallas is broken up and Nakamura kicks him in the face.
Kinshasa finishes for Nakamura at 3:14.

Rating: C-. At least they seem to have dropped the idea of
Mahal as a thing, which is good news for everyone. Zayn has a
good chance of winning the title in two weeks, which will end
one of the most under the radar six months reigns since
Nakamura’s last under the radar six months reigns. This was
your usually dull Mahal match, but that shouldn’t be a
surprise these days.

We look at Sonya Deville eliminating Naomi from the Royal
Rumble.

Naomi wants Sonya to face her in the ring in five minutes.
Sonya says she’s busy so Naomi wants to do it next week. That
won’'t work either, because Naomi is getting a Smackdown
Women’s Title match next week. Naomi doesn’t buy it but Adam
Pearce says it’s for real.



Video on Goldberg.

Natalya goes to explain what Dungeon Style means to the bosses
(which she couldn’t do when she was in the room with them
earlier). Xia Li walks out of the office instead though and
Natalya decides to do this later.

New Day vs. Los Lotharios

This is the result of New Day interrupting Los Lotharios’
Valentine’'s Day photo shoot. Kofi sends Humberto into the
corner to start and rolls him up for two. An Angel distraction
lets Humberto get in a cheap shot from behind though and
everything breaks down. Kofi gets kicked down and we take a
break.

Back with Garza TAKING OFF HIS PANTS and kicking Kingston in
the ribs. Angel gets two off a belly to back suplex but Kofi
kicks a moonsault out of the air. The hot tag brings in Big E.
to clean house, setting up a wheelbarrow suplex into a top
rope bulldog from Kofi...for two as Humberto makes the save.
Big E. misses the spear to the floor and gets moonsaulted from
the top, setting up a Doomsday dropkick for two on Kofi. The
Wing Clipper 1is broken up and it’s back to Big E. for the
Midnight Hour and the pin at 9:43.

Rating: B-. This was a weird one as they did a big false
finish which seemed to confuse commentary as well. If nothing
else, it’s weird to debut a big move like that and then have
it get two, but it was indeed a surprise twist. That being
said, it would be nice if WWE did something new with New Day,
as you can almost feel the Usos showdown coming.

Here are Charlotte and Sonya Deville for the Ronda Rousey
Wrestlemania announcement. Deville says Rousey has picked
Becky Lynch for Wrestlemania so Charlotte gets to pick her
opponent. Charlotte mocks the idea of facing Ronda, who hasn’t
done anything since she lost the title. So pick anyone for
Wrestlemania because it doesn’t matter. She’ll pick Sasha



Banks, who isn’t even here tonight.

Charlotte wishes Banks was here tonight because Wrestlemania
will be the best and worst day of her life. She can come sign
the contract...and here is Rousey to interrupt. Rousey won the
Rumble and says she gets to pick who she faces at
Wrestlemania. She didn’t fly into an ice storm with her baby
for a chat though and now Charlotte gets to learn the family
business of a beating.

Charlotte isn’t special, but she is first. Rousey will see her
at Wrestlemania, so the match is on. Charlotte says the title
is her baby and prettier than Rousey’s. The jacket comes off
so Sonya tries to break it up and gets caught in the piper’s
Pit. Rousey snaps the arm for a bonus. So the Becky vs. Rousey
thing was a lie and Charlotte vs. Banks isn’t happening? Why
bother mentioning them in the first place then?

Overall Rating: C-. The short wrestling was a bit weird this
week but they are clearly starting to move towards
Wrestlemania. Elimination Chamber still needs to get done as
well though, and that makes for a bit of a weird schedule. I'm
rather glad that they’'re getting Goldberg vs. Reigns out of
the way already, but it could make for a long two weeks on the
way there. The rest of the show wasn’t great with very little
in the way of quality wrestling, but now we should be cranking
it up in the coming weeks.

Results

Ricochet b. Ridge Holland — Codebreaker

Ridge Holland/Sheamus b. Cesaro/Ricochet — Northern Grit to
Cesaro

Jimmy Uso b. Erik — Superfly Splash

Aliyah b. Natalya via countout

Shinsuke Nakamura b. Jinder Mahal — Kinshasa

New Day b. Los Lotharios — Midnight Hour to Angel



Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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