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So Supercard of Honor has come and gone and…it isn’t likely to
mean anything for the time being, as Ring of Honor isn’t
relaunching for a long time. That means we get to go back into
the vault and that is where things can get fun. Ring of Honor
has a long history and now we get to see some of it for the
time being. Let’s get to it.

From The Era Of Honor Begins, February 23, 2002.

IWA Intercontinental Title Super Crazy vs. Eddie Guerrero

The title is vacant coming in and Eddie is trying to get
things  back  together  after  being  fired  from  the  WWF  in
November. Crazy offers a handshake coming in and gets slapped
in the face as Eddie isn’t friendly here. An elbow to the face
and a suplex give Eddie two as commentary rapid fires off
Eddie’s accolades. The headlock slows Crazy down as the fans
aren’t sure who they like more.

Crazy fights up but gets caught in a belly to back suplex and
the chinlock goes on. That’s broken up as well and Crazy snaps
off some armdrags before hammering away in the corner. They
head outside with Crazy being dropped face first onto the
apron, allowing Eddie to hit a brainbuster on the floor.

We take a break and come back with Eddie hitting a slingshot
hilo for two and grabbing a seated abdominal stretch. Crazy
fights up again and slams him down, setting up the springboard
moonsault for two. Going up takes too long though and Eddie
snaps off a super hurricanrana. A hard powerbomb drops Crazy
for  two  more  and  Eddie  hits  back  to  back  brainbusters
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(prototype Three Amigos). The frog splash misses though and
Crazy grabs a small package for the pin at 10:42.

Rating: B-. There is something so sweet about watching Eddie
in the ring as he really was that smooth. This was a pretty
big upset as Eddie was someone with a lot of experience and
success on the big stage. Crazy was a star in ECW, but that
isn’t quite the same as being at Wrestlemania. Nice match
here, though Eddie would be back in WWE in about two months.

From The Era of Honor Begins, February 23, 2002.

American Dragon vs. Low Ki vs. Christopher Daniels

I’ve never actually seen this and Daniels, in full on evil
priest  gear,  is  billed  from  Kalamazoo,  Michigan.  Dragon
(better known as Bryan Danielson) and Ki get together to kick
Daniels down but Daniels is back up to knock them into a three
way standoff. Ki dropkicks Dragon down but gets suplexed by
Daniels. Dragon gets tied in the Tree of Woe, leaving Ki to
kick away at Daniels.

That’s broken up with Dragon grabbing Cattle Mutilation so
Daniels has to make a save of his own. Daniels Boston crabs
Dragon and camel clutches Ki at the same time, which is quite
the unique spot. With that broken up, Ki starts kicking away
at Dragon until Daniels is back up.

We take a break and come back with Daniels and Ki trading
chops  in  the  corner.  Dragon  pulls  Daniels  into  an  Indian
Deathlock with a reverse full nelson (think a kind of Gory
Stretch on the mat) but lets go of the arms to northern lights
suplex Ki for two at the same time. With that broken up,
Dragon takes Daniels down by the arm and gets in a kick off
competition with Ki, using Daniels’ back as a target. They
kick each other in the leg by mistake though and everyone is
down again.

We take another break and come back again with Daniels being



slammed off the top, leaving Dragon to kick away at Ki. Back
up and Daniels tosses Dragon at Ki for a tornado DDT. Daniels
abdominal stretches Dragon on top but Ki pulls him into the
Hanging Dragon for a change. Everyone is down for a bit until
Ki enziguris Dragon into a Blue Thunder Bomb to give Daniels
two.

Dragon catches Ki on top but Daniels joins them on top for a
triple superplex to leave everyone down for a bit. A tiger
suplex gives Dragon two but Daniels has to break up Ki’s
Dragon Clutch. Daniels hits the (yet to be named) BME on Ki
with Dragon making a save this time. Cattle Mutilation goes on
Daniels but Ki makes the save with a Phoenix splash. The Ki
Crusher gives Ki the pin on Daniels at 20:04.

Rating: A-. The biggest thing to remember about this match is
the fact that it took place back when the WWF was still a
thing. This was WAY ahead of its time and you can see the
influence that this style would eventually have on wrestling.
It helps that it’s almost all action between three young guys
who were trying to make the fans notice. You can see why these
guys were on last and it showed that ROH was going to try for
something different. I’d say that it worked.

From the Conclusion, November 28, 2003.

Tag Team Titles: Briscoes vs. AJ Styles/Samoa Joe

The Briscoes are defending. AJ and Mark go technical to start
before hitting the mat for an exchange of headlocks. Styles
starts going after the leg before handing it off to Joe for
the real limb damage. Jay comes in and gets caught in a front
facelock, which is switched into a kneebar to send Jay over to
the  ropes.  It’s  back  to  Styles  for  something  like  a  Big
Ending, setting up the drop down into the dropkick.

Mark comes in off a blind tag with a springboard knee to the
back as commentary wonders if the Briscoes have any future as
a successful team. Everything breaks down and the Briscoes are



knocked to the floor, setting up the stereo dives. We take a
break and come back with Mark snapping off a suplex on Styles
before chopping away in the corner. A northern lights suplex
gets two and a quick shot at Joe allows Jay to come in for
some double stomping.

AJ gets in an enziguri but Joe gets suckered in, allowing the
champs  to  change  places.  A  double  DDT  (one  reverse,  one
regular) gets AJ out of trouble though and the hot tag brings
in Joe to clean house. Some limb cranking has Jay in trouble
before it’s back to AJ for a running neckbreaker. Joe is back
in for the rapid fire strikes but Jay grabs him by the waist
so Mark can add a missile dropkick into the German suplex.
Everything breaks down again and Joe snaps off a string of
suplexes to Mark. AJ clotheslines Joe by mistake though and a
shooting star press gives Mark the pin to retain the titles at
15:52.

Rating: B. This is the kind of thing that I had been wanting
to see when ROH started doing this kind of show. They have so
many great matches like this one that hasn’t been thought of
in years just sitting around, so open up the vault and let us
see some of this stuff. It’s a dream match on paper and then
they delivered, though it’s always bizarre to see the young
Briscoes  like  this.  More  of  this  kind  of  stuff  for  sure
though.

Overall Rating: A-. They went with some classics here and the
good thing is that they could continue to do so for as long as
they need. Ring of Honor’s video library is one of the most
impressive  in  the  wrestling  world  today,  just  due  to  the
amount of hidden gems in there. Let us see what they have and
give us a fun time until the new stuff is ready. Based on
this, feel free to take your time too.

 

 



Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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