NXT LVL Up - May 13, 2022:
Get The Coconuts

NXT LVL Up

Date: May 13, 2022

Location: Capitol Wrestling Center, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Sudu Shah, Nigel McGuinness

We're in an interesting place on NXT as the show is now
featuring some of the people who started here. It makes this
one feel a bit more like a launching pad and that could open
up some doors for something more interesting. Then again, it
might have absolutely nothing to do with anything going on
here. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence, featuring a bunch of people who will never
be on this show.

Sanga vs. Dante Chen

Sanga throws him into the corner to start but Chen swings out
of a slam to set up an armbar. A side slam cuts Chen off and
some shots to the back of the neck make it worse. The cobra
clutch sets up a missed legdrop and Chen hits a quick short
DDT. Sanga blasts him with a clothesline and finishes with the
chokeslam at 5:07.

Rating: C-. Sanga is another run of the mill monster and it’s
kind of weird to see him go five minutes with someone as low
level as Chen. I kind of like Sanga as his own man instead of
being ANOTHER bodyguard though and he didn’t look awful here.
Give him some ring time and maybe it could work, though it'’s
strange to see him having a regular match like this instead of
a total squash.
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Elektra Lopez vs. Thea Hail

Lopez powers her into the ropes to start but Hal grabs a
rather nifty headlock. Some shoulders stagger Hail but she’s
back with some running dropkicks. Lopez takes her down by the
arm though and a legdrop on the arm makes it worse. The armbar
with a chinlock goes on before it’s off to a rather nasty arm
crank. Hail powers up and manages to take her down, only to
miss a dropkick. A Blue Thunder Bomb gives Lopez the pin at
5:006.

Rating: C. I'm not sure what to make of Lopez, as she gets to
dominate when she is in the ring but doesn’t do it often
enough to mean much. Maybe NXT doesn’t think enough of her in
the ring but she’s doing well enough here. Hail might need a
costume change but she has been impressive enough to be the
next project around here if they want to go that way.

Javier Bernal vs. Trick Williams

Carmelo Hayes is here with Williams. Bernal starts working on
the arm and manages to take him down for an early chinlock.
That gets shifted into a headlock but Williams slips out and
hits a heck of a dropkick. A jumping clothesline gives
Williams two and he plants Bernal again, allowing some trash
talking. There’'s a flapjack for two more before Williams grabs
a standing armbar. Bernal jawbreaks his way to freedom and
it’s an atomic drop into a Russian legsweep as we go back to
1987. Williams isn’t having that and hits a spinning kick to
the face for the pin at 6:20.

Rating: C. Hayes gets the attention and the glory but Williams
is a perfectly fine worker in the ring. He looked good enough
here and the spinning kick for the finish worked well too.
Bernal is another guy who is just on the roster and not
looking like anything special, which is where so many people
fall in NXT. Maybe they can find something else for him, but
it isn’t happening so far.



Overall Rating: C-. Pretty nothing show this week and that
isn't exactly a surprise these days. LVL Up continues to be
all over the place from one week to the next, as you never
know what you are going to get around here. The matches are
usually watchable enough, but there isn’t exactly a reason to
watch most weeks. Get these people back on some small house
show circuit or something, because it is going to mean a lot
more than this.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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