Dynamite - August 24, 2022:
Oh Boy

Dynamite
Date: August 24, 2022

Location: Wolstein Center, Cleveland, Ohio
Commentators: Jim Ross, Excalibur, Taz

We’'ve got a big one this week as suddenly we have a World
Title match between Interim World Champion Jon Moxley and
World Champion CM Punk. This comes as we have All Out in about
a week and a half and now we need a main event. 0dds are we
get the main event announced or all but announced by the end
of the night. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Here is Chris Jericho to get things going but he gets to the
point this time: Daniel Garcia needs to get out here to
explain things to him. The fans tell Garcia that he 1is a
wrestler as Jericho says all he wants is an apology. Garcia
gets serious and talks about how he had wanted to face
Danielson, his hero, for as long as he remembers. People are
calling it the best match in Dynamite history (no, they
aren’t) and they went thirty minutes (still not quite but
closer to reality than best match in Dynamite history). It was
the match he always wanted to have and Jericho ruined it.

Jericho wants him to say that he’'s a sports entertainer but
here is Danielson to interrupt. Danielson was proud of the
match too but wants Garcia to be a wrestler. Jericho says
Garcia is the best sports entertainer but Garcia says he can’t
decide between his mentor and his hero. He gets so emotional
that he knocks Jericho down and leaves.
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That leaves Jericho to rant about how much he knows more about
wrestling than Danielson. That doesn’t compute for Danielson,
who asks what Jericho’s mentor, Stu Hart (not exactly), would
think of this. The result is a match at ALl Out, but here is
Jake Hager to jump Danielson from behind. Jericho vs.
Danielson at All Out isn’t a surprise, but dang I could go for
dropping this SPORTS ENTERTAINMENT IS BAD/WRESTLING IS GOOD
story. We get it: WWE is awful and AEW rocks. Move on already.

Dax Harwood vs. Jay Lethal

No seconds are here oddly enough. They chop it out to start as
JR talks about how old school promoters would love this and
Taz explains what makes chops loud. Harwood hammers away in
the corner until Lethal slips out and hits a super Russian
legsweep as we take a break.

Back with Harwood rolling German suplexes but Lethal is right
back with a Figure Four attempt. That’s broken up so Harwood
goes for a Sharpshooter, which is broken up as well. Another
Figure Four attempt is countered into a small package for two
before Lethal kicks him in the leg.

The leg is fine enough to hit a slingshot powerbomb for two
and the Sharpshooter goes on. Sonjay Dutt (with pencil) gets
on the apron for the break and Lethal grabs a rollup for two.
A small package gives Harwood the same and a middle rope
spinning crossbody gives him two more. Lethal gets crafty by
distracting the referee though and a rollup with trunks 1is
enough to pin Harwood at 12:47.

Rating: B-. Lethal isn’t likely to become the tops tar in AEW
or even a champion around here, but you are almost never going
to see him do anything close to bad in the ring. That is a
fine reason to put him on television and it worked well here,
with Harwood going step for step with him before getting
cheated in the end. I could go for Harwood winning more of
these singles matches, but he is making himself into more and



more of a star every time he’s in there.

Post match Sonjay Dutt says we’'re still having a six man tag
at ALl Out, but he never said who was in it. Jay Lethal will
be teaming with....the Motor City Machine Guns???? Well that’s
an upgrade.

Thunder Rosa 1is in tears and announces that she has to vacate
the Women’s Title. Therefore, an Interim (STOP DOING THAT!)
Women'’s Title will be crowned in a four way match at All Out.

Billy Gunn vs. Colten Gunn

The Acclaimed handles Billy’'s entrance, bringing up student
loan debt and backstage talent meetings. Billy wastes no time
in powering Colten outside and we take an early break. Back
with Billy unloading in the corner and stomping away, with the
referee having to pull him off. The distraction lets Stokely
Hathaway get in a cheap shot with the boom box on the floor.
That’s also enough of a distraction so Colten can get in a low
blow, setting up the Colt 45 for the pin at 6:16. Most of the
match was in the break but that’s the right result.

Post match Hathaway again offers his business cards and this
time the Gunns accept. The beatdown is on until Keith Lee and
Swerve Strickland make the save.

Death Triangle is ready for Will Ospreay/Aussie Open.

Britt Baker vs. KilLynn King

Baker hammers away in the corner but King reverses and stomps
away in said corner. A Downward Spiral into the buckle drops
King though and Baker pulls her head into the post. Back in
and King hits a German suplex but King gets taken down and
Stomped. The Lockjaw finishes for Baker at 3:55.

Rating: C. Just a quick win to give Baker some momentum
heading into the All Out title match. Baker isn’t exactly
someone who needs such a win but at least they are doing



something to build her back up. King continues to look like a
good prospect and I could see her going somewhere just due to
her unique look and size.

Post match Baker rips on the rest of the challenges for the
Women’s Title, including Toni Storm. Jamie Hayter and Rebel
jump her from behind but Hikaru Shida makes the save.

Keith lee and Serve Strickland are down to give the Acclaimed
a Tag Team Title shot at ALl Out.

AEW World Title: CM Punk vs. Jon Moxley

Punk’s AEW World Title and Moxley’s Interim World Title are
being unified. They fight over a lockup to start and Punk is
taken into the corner, where Moxley hammers away. Punk is back
with a kick but hurts the previously injured foot and he’'s in
trouble. The doctor is called over but Moxley hits a King King
lariat. Leg cranking ensues, along with hammer and anvil
elbows, setting up the Death Rider. Moxley hits it again and
wins at 2:59.

i

I believe a “...whoa” 1is in order here as that wasn’t exactly
what a lot of people were likely expecting. This feels like
either Punk was still injured or those backstage issues are
bigger than we think, but it is still a good bit too early to
know for sure what is going on. What matters here 1is that
Moxley wins and can move on to...I have no idea what actually
at ALl Out, but the Interim Title (at least this one) nonsense
is over. People are going to be talking about this one for
awhile though and that is a good thing.

Punk is helped to the back.

Christian Cage is rather serious as he accepts Jungle Boy's
challenge for All Out. All he wanted was for two of them to be
back together but then Jungle Boy took it to another level.
Jungle Boy isn’t in his league but the match is on.



Here is a ticked off Ricky Starks to talk about how Powerhouse
Hobbs turned on him. Veterans are telling him that this 1is
show business and you have to get used to this but he thought
he was the exception because he had Hobbs behind him. Hobbs
was checking on him every day last year when he broke his
neck, but then Hobbs got jealous of Starks’ success. Starks
remembers Hobbs standing around in the background until they
got together, but then Hobbs hit him in the neck. He sees
Hobbs as a neck, and where Starks comes from, they step on
snakes. The challenge is on for All Out in another match you
knew was coming but needed to be officially set.

We look at the title change again.

Jon Moxley is sick of people writing his obituary as soon as
Punk arrived. He is the answer to every wrestling problem and
his time 1is right censored now.

Here's what’s coming on various shows.
We look at Kenny Omega’s return last week.

Trios Titles Tournament: Death Triangle vs. Will

Ospreay/Aussie 0Open

Don Callis in on commentary. Fenix and Ospreay trade flips to
start before everything breaks down. Death Triangle sends them
to the floor and hit the stereo flip dives for the big
knockdown. Back in and Pac chops away at Ospreay before Fenix
kicks him down for two. We take a break and come back with
Osprey hitting a Sky Twister onto Pac and Penta, followed by a
running boot in the corner to Fenix.

We settle down to a heck of a dropkick to Fenix but he chops
away at the Aussies and hits a very springboard double
wristdrag for a breather. The hot tag brings in Penta for a
double high crossbody and everything breaks down as we take a
break. Back with Pac coming in to clean house, but Aussie Open
and the Lucha Bros come in for the brawl. Ospreay and Pac hit



stereo poisonranas to the teams and it’s time for the big
staredown. They slug it out until the Oscutter drops Pac,
followed by a hard shot to the face to do it again.

Pac catches him on top though and it’s the big superplex for a
double knockdown as we take a break. Back with Ospreay back up
and hitting a hurricanrana on Pac but the Stormbreaker 1is
countered into a hurricanrana to give Pac two. Everything
breaks down again and Penta hits a step up Canadian Destroyer.
Pac goes outside and stops to glare at whoever is in the Kip
Sabian box because it clearly isn’t Sabian. It'’s...just
someone, allowing Sabian to jump Pac from behind. Back in and
an assisted Oscutter gives Ospreay the pin on Fenix at 25:18.

Rating: B+. Kip Sabian aside, this is the reason you put a
match like this on the card: total and complete insanity with
very little resembling a tag match (though there was some in
there for a bit of a bonus) and all of the insanity you could
ask for in one match. It was a lot of fun and the result
surprises me, so well done all around.

Kenny Omega and the Young Bucks come out for the staredown but
Callis holds Omega back to end the show.

Overall Rating: B. This was a rather weird show with all kinds
of stuff going on, a lot of which had a vibe like it was being
cobbled together at the last minute. That’s usually a problem,
but they have a huge out this week with the Punk/Moxley
situation, which is going to completely dominate the post show
chatter. I have no idea what they are going to do with the
title at ALl Out but me being this curious says they seem to
be doing something right.

Results

Jay Lethal b. Dax Harwood — Rollup with trunks
Colten Gunn b. Billy Gunn — Colt 45

Jon Moxley b. CM Punk — Death Rider

Britt Baker b. KiLynn King — Lockjaw



Will Ospreay/Aussie Open b. Death Triangle — Elevated Oscutter
to Fenix

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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