ECW On Sci Fi - January 22,
2008: The Debut

ECW On Sci Fi

Date: January 22, 2008

Location: John Paul Jones Arena, Charlottesville, Virginia
Commentators: Joey Styles, Tazz

It'’s the go home show for the Royal Rumble but the bigger
story here is that Chavo Guerrero is getting his shot against
CM Punk and the ECW World Title. I say biggest with a bit of
tongue in cheek because Chavo is only so interesting but maybe
they can pull something off. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week'’'s results if you need a recap.

We open with a recap of Edge costing CM Punk against Chavo
Guerrero last week, setting up this week’s title match.

Opening sequence.

Battle Royal

Kane, Shelton Benjamin, Tommy Dreamer, John Morrison, Miz

Miz and Morrison go after Kane to start while Benjamin beats
up Dreamer. With that broken up, Dreamer throws Morrison to
the apron before slugging away at Kane, mainly because Dreamer
isn’'t that bright. Kane tosses Dreamer without much trouble
and it’s time for everyone else to go after him. With Kane
down, Miz hits a running clothesline to Benjamin in the corner
but Kane is back up. House is cleaned and there go Miz and
Morrison but Benjamin skins the cat to headscissor Kane out
for the win.

Rating: D+. This is in the “well what else were you expecting”
category as there is only so much that can be done with a
match that barely breaks three minutes and features four
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eliminations. Benjamin of course has no chance on Sunday but
it is nice to see him getting built up as a bigger deal around
here. ECW doesn’t have much going on, so building up what they
can makes sense.

Benjamin promises to win and then hit the mother load at
Wrestlemania.

Jonathan Coachman emcees a best body contest between Lena
Yada, Layla and Kelly Kelly. They all disrobe and dance, Kelly
wins, the other two beat her up. This was every
body/dance/bikini contest you’ve ever seen.

Kofi Kingston vs. David Owens

This is Kofi'’s debut and he sweeps the leg to start. Back up
and Kofi jumps at him in the corner, setting up something like
a monkey flip. Kofi leapfrogs over him and kind of hits a
crossbody (ignore Owens going down before Kofi hit him),
setting up the double legdrop. The spinning kick to the head
finishes Owens. Just a quick “here’s someone new” match and it
wasn’t exactly great.

Vickie Guerrero and Edge give Chavo Guerrero a pep talk.
And now, Rumble By The Numbers!

569 wrestlers eliminated

36 wrestlers eliminated by Steve Austin

11 appearances by Shawn Michaels

11 wrestlers eliminated by Kane in 2001

3 Mick Foley personae to appear in the same Royal Rumble
2 feet that have to touch the ground

1 woman to enter the match, with Chyna

62:12 that Rey Mysterio lasted in 2006

2 seconds that Warlord lasted in 1990

3 Steve Austin wins

2 wins for the #1 spot, compared to 1 win for #30
#27 produces the most winners



73% of winners have gone on to win the title at Wrestlemania
since 1993

Dang I love Rumble By The Numbers.
Royal Rumble rundown.
Armando Alejandro Estrada greets Vickie Guerrero and company.

Colin Delaney 1is back and we see how he got all those
bandages. He'’'s at it again this week.

Great Khali vs. Colin Delaney

Chokebomb and head vice in less than 40 seconds.
Here’s the same video that opened the show.

ECW World Title: Chavo Guerrero vs. CM Punk

Chavo is challenging and Edge is on commentary. The match 1is
suddenly No DQ as the fix might be in. They slug it out to
start with Punk sending him into the corner and hitting a
forearm to the chest. Punk unties a turnbuckle pad before
kicking Chavo down, only to get forearmed right back. Chavo 1is
sent to the apron and kicked in the head to the floor, setting
up the suicide dive.

A quick shot slows Punk down though and Chavo drops him ribs
first onto the steps. Back in and Chavo hits a baseball slide
to the ribs, setting up an abdominal stretch. Punk gets out
and goes John Cena with the running clothesline out of the
corner. The comeback is on and Chavo is sent into the exposed
buckle, setting up the GTS. That's enough to draw in Edge for
a spear to Punk, giving Chavo the pin and the title.

Rating: C. They didn’t really hide what they were doing here
and that is kind of nice for a change. What matters most here
is that they changed the title and gave La Familia even more
gold to make them feel that much bigger. The match wasn’t very



good but we’ve seen it so many times already that it doesn’t
have the same impact, but at least they did something here.

Chavo gets the big title presentation and La Familia comes out
for the celebration to end the show.

Overall Rating: C-. We had a debut and a title change but it
still doesn’t feel like much of a show, even with Edge and
Vickie Guerrero as the guest stars. ECW feels like such a
nothing show most of the time, even with some of the newer
talent getting a chance. That being said, it is still better
than a lot of the ECW Originals stuff, even if it might not be
thrilling TV. Not a great show here, though stuff did happen.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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