Smackdown - November 25,
2022: The Saga Shifts

Smackdown

Date: November 25, 2022

Location: Amica Mutual Pavilion, Providence, Rhode Island
Commentators: Michael Cole, Wade Barrett

It’s the go home show for Survivor Series and we have a big
time main event. This week it’s the Usos vs. Sheamus/Drew
McIntyre for the WarGames advantage and what wouldn’t surprise
me as a big preview for a future Tag Team Title match. Other
than that, we’ll find out the final member of Team Belair, so
let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Team Damage Ctrl is in the ring to start and Bayley doesn’t
want to waste any time. She wants to know who the fifth member
of Team Belair is right now, so here is Team Belair in a
hurry. Belair doesn’t waste time and introduces the fifth
member of her team: the returning Becky Lynch. The brawl is
quickly on, with Team Belair clearing the ring.

Smackdown World Cup Semifinals: Butch vs. Santos Escobar

The rest of their teams are at ringside and Zelina Vega joins
commentary. Escobar takes him down fast to start but gets
pulled into an armbar for his efforts. That's reversed into an
armbar from Escobar as Vega is sounding very cocky. Butch
fights up again and goes to the top, only to be shoved down
onto the apron for a nasty crash.

We take a break and come back with Dunne hammering away and
knocking Escobar off the top to the floor this time. Butch
hits a great moonsault onto the rest of Legado. Stereo
clotheslines put them both down and we see Team McIntyre and
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the Bloodline brawling in the back. Zelina gets on the apron
for a distraction, allowing Legado to make a save so the
Phantom Driver can give Escobar the pin at 9:03.

Rating: C+. Escobar winning is an interesting way to go as he
continues to get a bit of a push around here. I'm not sure how
far that is going to go for him but even a little shine 1is
better than nothing. Butch is a far more made man than
Escobar, but it’s still strange to see him losing after so
much dominance earlier in his career. Good opening match and I
think I like the result.

Long video on LA Knight vs. Bray Wyatt over the last two
weeks.

Here is Bray Wyatt for a chat. He talks about everything he
has gone through and how everyone wants to see the monster.
Everyone wants to see the Fiend. That is not what he wants
though, because he did not attack LA Knight last week. Uncle
Howdy pops up on screen to show us clips of Wyatt'’s past
before saying everyone lies. So the split personality
continues? I think?

LA Knight had a horrible Thanksgiving because of his injuries
and now he has to hear Wyatt lie like this. When he gets the
chance, he’ll beat Bray up. Yeah.

Hit Row vs. Viking Raiders

B Fab and Valhalla (Sarah Evans’ official new name) are the
respective seconds. Adonis gets pulled into the corner to
start and the double teaming clubbering is on. Ivar loads up a
suplex but Adonis slips out and brings in Dolla to clean
house. That doesn’t last long as Adonis comes back in, misses
a dive, and gets Ragnaroked for the pin at 2:45. Pretty much a
squash.

We look at Dominik Mysterio and Rhea Ripley invading Rey
Mysterio’s house and beating the daylights out of him in a



rather effective assault.
LA Knight has been attacked again.

Smackdown World Cup Semifinals: Ricochet vs. Braun Strowman

Strowman powers him around to start but Ricochet turns up the
speed. A quick dropkick gets Ricochet out of trouble and he
knocks Strowman outside. That’'s fine with Strowman, who whips
him into the barricade, followed by the big toss back inside.
Cue Imperium for a distraction though, allowing Ricochet to
steal the crucifix pin at 3:46.

Rating: C. It was pretty much get rid of Strowman here or have
him win the whole thing so this was the better of the two
choices. Strowman vs. Gunther seems likely no matter what else
they do so this way they can set up someone else to get there
first. Strowman saves some face by losing clean and Ricochet
gets a nice win for once, making this a nicely put together
match.

Post match Imperium comes in to go after Strowman but Ricochet
makes the save. Strowman has to save Ricochet though and
Imperium bails, leaving Strowman to show respect and help
Ricochet up.

We look back at Kevin Owens being revealed as the fifth man on
Team Brawling Brutes for WarGames.

Sami Zayn is heading to the Bloodline’s locker room when Owens
cuts him off. With Jey Uso listening at the door, Owens tells
him to turn on the Bloodline before they can do it to him.
Owens says see you tomorrow and leaves. Jey comes out and asks
who Sami was talking to, but Sami says no one. Uh oh.

Becky Lynch wants to hurt Damage Ctrl for putting her on the
shelf.

Shayna Baszler and Ronda Rousey jump Shotzi and Raquel
Rodriguez in the back, with Rodriguez’s arm being crushed in



an anvil case. Referees arrive just too late.

Post break here are Rousey and Baszler to gloat, only to have
Shotzi want to do it alone.

Shozi vs. Ronda Rousey/Shayna Baszler

Shotzi charges in and tries to start fast but gets caught in
an armbar over the ropes. Baszler adds her own armbar on the
mat...and here 1is Rodriguez, favoring her arm, to make it an
even match. Shotzi gets over to Rodriguez to clean house with
one arm, only to have Baszler take her down by said arm. The
stomp set up Rousey’s armbar for the win at 3:18.

Rating: C-. This was more of an angle than a match as Rousey
and Baszler get to beat up Rodriguez to make up for her
getting involved with them last week. Other than that, Shotzi
gets to look like she is standing up to the bullies before she
gets crushed by Rousey on Saturday. That is about as good as
she is going to get and Rodriguez is probably set up as a
future challenger.

Post break Shotzi swears vengeance.

Usos vs. Sheamus/Drew McIntyre

Non-title but for the WarGames advantage with the rest of the
rest of the WarGames teams, minus Roman Reigns, at ringside.
Sheamus throws Jey around to start and a double clothesline
puts him on the floor. We get the big staredown on the outside
and take an early break. Back with Sheamus being low bridged
to the floor but he manages a knockdown back inside. The tag
brings in McIntyre for some house cleaning, including a
spinebuster for two on Jimmy.

Jey has to break up the Claymore attempt and Jimmy knocks Drew
to the floor, setting up back to back Uso dives. McIntyre gets
sent into the steps and we take a break. Back with Jey hitting
the running Umaga Attack in the corner but McIntyre runs Jimmy



over. The hot tag brings in Sheamus to clean house, including
seventeen forearms to Jey’s chest.

There’s a knee to Jimmy’s face for two but Jey manages to
knock Sheamus down. Sheamus pulls Jey off the top for a crash
as everyone else brawls on the floor. McIntyre takes them out
so Sami grabs a belt, which is taken away by Owens. The
referee pretty easily sees Sami with the belt in the ring and
that’'s an ejection. The Brogue Kick finishes Jey at 17:18.

Rating: B. It would not surprise me a bit if this was a
preview for a Tag Team Title match (it should be with the
champs losing) but it is a little weird to see the good guys
with the advantage going into WarGames. That isn’t how things
usually go, but now we might be in for something all the more
interesting with Sami Zayn possibly having some differing
loyalties.

Overall Rating: C+. The main focus here was on the men’s
WarGames match, but they also had something big with the
return of Becky Lynch. I'm more interested in what 1is
happening at Survivor Series than I was coming into this
week’s show and that is the best sign from a go home show. The
Bloodline saga could get a lot more interesting tomorrow if
they go in a certain direction and now I want to see if that
is what they do. If that is what WWE was hoping to accomplish
tonight, they did it very well.

Results

Santos Escobar b. Butch — Phantom Driver

Viking Raiders b. Hit Row — Ragnarok to Adonis

Ricochet b. Braun Strowman — Crucifix

Ronda Rousey/Shayna Baszler b. Raquel Rodriguez/Shotzi -
Armbar to Rodriguez

Sheamus/Drew McIntyre b. Usos — Brogue Kick to Jey



Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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