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We’re still under special guest control as HHH is running
things this week. This time around, that means John Cena and
Randy Orton are going to be facing the entire roster, which
probably isn’t going to go as described. At least it sounds
different though and I’ll take that over more of the same.
Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

We open with Chris Jericho’s Highlight Reel, with special
guest…..the Intercontinental Title! Last week he won the title
for the record setting eighth time, breaking the record of
seven, which he held too of course. As for a human guest, here
is Big Show, who also set a record for most times seeing a
clip of someone punching him in the face. We look at Show
tossing  Floyd  Mayweather  Jr.  over  the  top  and  onto  his
entourage last week, which Show calls a real highlight.

Show talks about how everyone knows Jericho is better in the
ring than Mayweather and outweighs him by 50lbs, but Jericho
couldn’t last two minutes with Show either. Jericho doesn’t
think  much  of  that  but  Show  calls  him  WWE’s  version  of
Mayweather: small, loud and in over his head. The challenge is
thrown out for a title match tonight and, after an insult to
his singing, Jericho is in. They kept this quick and that’s a
good thing for a simple announcement.
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Earlier  today,  Vince  McMahon  listed  off  a  bunch  of  his
accomplishments, but thinks ending Ric Flair’s career tonight
would  be  even  better.  That’s  why  tonight,  it’s  Vince  vs.
Flair.

CM Punk vs. Carlito

Carlito starts fast and sends him outside before hitting a
basement dropkick in the corner. A kick to the head gives
Carlito two and we hit the double arm crank. Punk fights up
and tries the springboard clothesline, which is dropkicked out
of the air instead. The GTS attempt is countered as well and
Carlito gets two off a neckbreaker. Back up and Punk manages a
kick to the face before catching a springboarding Carlito in
the GTS for the pin.

Rating: C. This was, again, short and to the point, with
Carlito taking over to start so Punk could make the comeback
and win. That’s all you need to do at times as they gave the
fans a popular star getting a victory. Perfectly watchable
match that got two of the Money In The Bank stars in the ring
before Wrestlemania.

Snoop Dogg is ready for Bunnymania and can’t bring himself to
follow Santino Marella’s cue cards about how Maria shouldn’t
have posed for Playboy.

Paul London and Brian Kendrick are in the ring when William
Regal introduces their opponent, who will represent Raw at
Wrestlemania.

Umaga vs. Brian Kendrick/Paul London

Umaga doesn’t waste time to start and hits a double Samoan
drop. London gets hit with the running hip attack in the
corner but Kendrick rolls away before another can hit. The
Samoan Spike finishes London fast as Kendrick seemed to walk
off. I’d like to believe London and Kendrick have more, but
they’ve been treated as nothing for months now.



William Regal and HHH are in the back, with HHH saying Randy
Orton and John Cena can’t walk out on each other tonight. If
Cena walks out, he’s out of the Wrestlemania match and if
Orton walks out, he’s stripped of the title and Cena and HHH
can fight over it instead. Regal asks why HHH doesn’t just
make himself champion, but HHH say she wants to earn it.

We look at HHH getting hurt last year and missing Wrestlemania
as a result. Now he’s back and wants the title again.

We look at Vince McMahon receiving a star on the Hollywood
Walk Of Fame. And yes, he thanked himself.

Shawn Michaels is in the back and Ric Flair wants to know why
he’s here. Flair thinks Shawn is here because he doesn’t want
Vince McMahon to end Flair’s career tonight. He doesn’t want
Shawn getting involved tonight because Vince has NO CHANCE of
winning.

We see Finlay’s promo from Smackdown, where he says there are
no words for what he is going to do to JBL at Wrestlemania.

Here is JBL for a match, but first he says that Finlay isn’t
here due to Hornswoggle dealing with complications. Since it’s
St. Patrick’s Day, he is going to do something for the Irish
(who  made  him  rich)  so  he  has  found  the  second  toughest
Irishman in WWE: Colin Delaney!

John Bradshaw Layfield vs. Colin Delaney

Some clotheslines from JBL set up the Clothesline From JBL for
the fast pin.

Post match JBL says at Wrestlemania, Irish need not apply.

We recap Vince McMahon ordering that Ric Flair has to retire
the next time he loses a match.

Ric Flair vs. Vince McMahon



Street fight so they go straight to the floor with Flair
hammering away. They take it into the crowd but Vince manages
to get it back to ringside for a posting. There’s a monitor to
Flair’s head and yes, he is bleeding believe it or not. Vince
hammers away and takes him back inside for two as JR is
getting more than a bit over the top.

A trashcan, kendo stick and chair shot get two each, with
Shawn Michaels coming in to pull the referee out at two. Shawn
is immediately ejected (Why?) so Vince grabs a table. That
takes too long though and Flair gets in some low blows. Vince
is put on the table instead and a top rope splash through it
gives Flair the win to stay alive.

Rating: C-. This felt like the same kind of street fight you
usually see in WWE and of course Flair wasn’t going to lose
less than two weeks away from Wrestlemania. A lot of this
whole story has been about Flair getting to do something one
more time and that includes beating up Vince. The match wasn’t
any  good,  but  Vince  getting  beaten  up  is  always  worth  a
glance.

Video on John Cena returning from injury early for the chance
to go to Wrestlemania.

Jared from Subway is here and he gives Jerry Lawler a sandwich
and drink.

Maria/Candice Michelle vs. Jillian Hall/Victoria

Before the match, Maria’s Playboy cover is unveiled over the
Titantron. Cue Santino Marella to join commentary as Jillian
jumps Maria to start. An enziguri gets Maria out of trouble
and Candice comes in to kick Victoria down for two. Jillian
makes a save but misses a 450, allowing Candice to hit an
Unprettier for the fast pin.

Post  match  Santino  goes  on  a  rant,  throws  the  drink  in
Lawler’s face and steals the sandwich. Ok then.



Floyd Mayweather Jr. is ready for Wrestlemania.

Intercontinental Title: Chris Jericho vs. Big Show

Jericho is defending and gets kicked in the face to start.
Jericho manages a few shots of his own and knocks Show over
the top, only to get swung into the barricade. Back in and
Show misses a Vader Bomb, allowing Jericho to dropkick him
down. The Lionsault gets two so Jericho uses the belt for the
fast DQ.

Rating: D+. What was that? They barely did anything before the
lame ending, which was about the only way they had out of
something like this. That being said, was there no one else
they  could  put  out  there  against  Show  besides  the  new
Intercontinental Champion? That’s kind of an out there way of
thinking and I really don’t get why Jericho was necessary
here.

Post match Big Show knocks Jericho silly with one right hand.
Ah, that’s what that was.

Kim Kardashian reads a script about Wrestlemania and ignores
Big Dick Johnson.

Video on Randy Orton.

John Cena comes in to see Randy Orton, with the latter saying
they should take a dive against the roster. Cena says no
chance so Orton tries threatening him. That just makes Cena
bring up their history and we get the big RAH RAH speech. HHH
pops in to say it’s elimination rules, but he’s pulling for
them.

John Cena/Randy Orton vs. Raw Roster

This is billed as 17-2, though outside of Umaga and JBL, it’s
a bunch of lower level guys. Cena hammers on Snitsky to start
but gets clotheslined down as the Roster takes up two full
sides of the apron. Santino Marella comes in and misses a



headbutt,  allowing  Cena  to  roll  him  up  for  a  quick
elimination. Trevor Murdoch is in next for a neckbreaker but
Cena grabs a very fast STFU for the tap.

Cena brings Orton in for the RKO to get rid of Lance Cade even
faster but Umaga runs both of them over as we take a break.
Back with JBL taking Orton down for two as Super Crazy was
eliminated at some point during the commercial. Cody Rhodes
comes in to stomp away and it’s off to Paul Burchill for more
of the same. The Roster takes turns beating on Orton, with one
coming in for a few stomps and then leaving.

Orton grabs the backbreaker on Robbie McCallister, allowing
Cena to come in with the top rope Fameasser for the pin. The
FU to DH Smith and the RKO to Burchill and Val Venis get rid
of  three  in  a  row,  followed  by  Cena  tossing  Rhodes  into
another RKO for another elimination. That’s enough for the
rest of the Roster to come in and jump Cena and Orton for the
DQ.

Rating: C. This wasn’t so much a match as much as it was an
extended segment, with Cena and Orton either getting stomped
or hitting a finisher. Other than Umaga and JBL, the Roster
was comprised of a bunch of jobbers and Cena/Orton mowed down
a good chunk of them without much trouble. It’s really nice to
see something different than the same stuff we always see
around and this was certainly unique compared to the usual
stuff we see.

Post match Orton gets beaten down until Cena makes the save
with a chair. Umaga takes Cena down but JBL grabs his own
chair and hits Umaga by mistake, meaning the chase is on. With
everyone else gone, HHH comes out to Pedigree both of them and
hold up the title to end the show.

Overall Rating: C-. Much like Smackdown, Raw has reached the
point where Wrestlemania is set and there isn’t much left to
do before we get there. That makes for some rather different



shows, including this one, which didn’t add much to the card
other than firming up what is already there. Wrestlemania is
looking good though and we should be in for a pretty solid
show if they deliver on what has been set up.

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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