
Rampage – May 5, 2023: It’s
Not For Everyone
Rampage
Date: May 5, 2023
Location: CFG Bank Arena, Baltimore, Maryland
Commentators: Jim Ross, Excalibur, Tony Schiavone

It’s a special show this week, as we have both an earlier
airtime and the Firm Deletion match from the Hardy Compound.
Other than that, we have the push towards Double Or Nothing,
which may or may not be addressed this week. I’m almost scared
to see what they have planned for the Firm Deletion match so
let’s get to it.

Here is Dynamite if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

QT  Marshall/Aaron  Solo/Powerhouse  Hobbs  vs.  El  Hijo  del
Vikingo/Lucha Bros

Vikingo flips around to avoid Marshall to start, allowing
Marshall  to  try  his  own  flip  and  fall  on  his  face.  A
springboard missile dropkick sends Marshall into the corner,
setting up the inverted flip into the hurricanrana out of said
corner. The middle rope Phoenix splash gets two on Marshall so
it’s off to Fenix vs. Solo. Fenix walks the ropes in the
corner for a wristdrag, followed by a roll into a failed
kneebar.

Penta comes in with a high crossbody to Hobbs, followed by a
superkick. Hobbs runs him over with a clothesline and forearms
Fenix out of the air. There’s a shot for Vikingo as well
before Hobbs gets to plant Penta again. Marshall posts Penta
and we take a break. Back with Penta kicking his way out of
trouble and handing it back to Fenix. Vikingo comes back in
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with a springboard hurricanrana, setting up the triple dives
to the floor. Back in and the wheelbarrow splash gets two on
Solo, who flips Fenix face first down.

Marshall suplexes Vikingo into a powerbomb but Penta is back
with  a  running  Canadian  Destroyer  off  of  Vikingo’s  back.
Everyone  is  down  so  commentary  talks  about  the  Double  Or
Nothing main event. The villains are up first but Fenix knees
his way out of Solo’s suplex. Vikingo tags himself back in but
gets caught n top by Marshall. That’s fine with Vikingo, who
hits a super Canadian Destroyer. The big lip dive through the
table is broken up by Harley Cameron, leaving Solo to get
caught with the spike Fear Factor for the pin at 12:24.

Rating: B. Take six people and let them go nuts. Marshall was
doing his thing well and Hobbs still looks like a monster and
Solo was fine enough in what she did. For now it was nice to
see the Bros and Vikingo wreck some people, especially after
rumors of Fenix needing some time away due to injuries.

We see a clip from after Dynamite with MJF losing it backstage
after the Double Or Nothing main event became a four way.

Chris Jericho is worried about Adam Cole attacking him, hence
him not doing commentary tonight. He is working on various
assurances to keep himself safe and we’ll hear more about that
on Dynamite.

Jade Cargill vs. Gia Scott

Non-title. Jaded finishes the screaming Scott at 33 seconds.

Mark Briscoe….doesn’t get to talk as Jeff Jarrett and company.
The team wants Briscoe to get FTR to give them a Tag Team
Titles shot but he has a match. Jay Lethal thinks Briscoe will
do the right thing.

Mark Briscoe vs. Preston Vance

Briscoe knocks him to the floor to start and scores with the



running Blockbuster off the apron. A posting drops Vance again
and Briscoe sits him in a chair, only to miss a middle rope
flip dive, sending him into said open chair (OUCH). Vance
whips him into the barricade and we take a break. Back with
Briscoe having to climb the corner to escape a full nelson. A
German suplex drops Briscoe but he pops back up and kicks
Vance in the face.

They forearm it out, including a running version each, until
Briscoe drops him with a running clothesline. Vance is right
back with a shot of his own and goes for a chair, but settles
for a slingshot spear. The chair is brought in again but it
gets kicked out, allowing Vance to hit him low for two (JR:
“He’s got testicles of steel!” Excalibur: “Well he has eight
kids.” Schiavone: “That was terrible.”). Briscoe knocks him
outside and uses the chair as a springboard to drop Vance
again. Back in and the Jay Driller finishes Vance at 11:54.

Rating: B-. Vance might not ever be a star but he is good for
a hoss fight like this, as the two of them beat each other up
rather well for what they had the chance to do. Briscoe’s
weird charisma is able to carry him a long way, but the stuff
with Jarrett and company is only working so well. Then again,
if that is what he wants to do right now, good for him.

Post match Briscoe’s family get in the ring to celebrate with
him.

Dustin Rhodes is looking forward to AEW coming to his hometown
of Austin, Texas on May 17. Brian Cage jumps him though and
Swerve Strickland comes in for trash talk. Keith Lee makes the
save.

Video  on  Anna  Jay  vs.  Julia  Hart,  who  are  fighting  on
Dynamite.

Here’s what’s coming on Dynamite.

Video on Daniel Garcia vs. Orange Cassidy.



Hardys/Isiah Kassidy/Hook vs. The Firm

This is the Firm Deletion match, meaning cinematic, at the
Hardy Compound with Hardy/Kassidy’s freedom from the Firm on
the line. The Firm (Big Bill/Lee Moriarty/Ethan Page/Stokely
Hathaway) break the mailbox before going through the gates,
where they are met by Vanguard1 (the drone). Matt Hardy’s face
is projected to say they are going through the space time
continuum. Then it’s night and the Hardys and company are
shoot fireworks at them.

We actually have commentary as a bunch of referees pop up to
try  and  keep  track  of  things.  Kassidy  gets  chokeslammed
against a tree as Matt beats up Page. The Twist of Fate is
broken up and Page drops Matt for two. Jeff breaks a tree limb
over Bill’s back and chokes him with another one. Hathaway is
left alone and we see clips of his walk of shame from a few
weeks ago. Then two of Matt’s kids almost run him down with a
miniature car. Bill hits Jeff in the head with a limb as Matt
and Ethan fight into a well lit barn, complete with a ring, as
we take a break.

Back with Matt kicking out and Page yelling about the count.
The Twist of Fate drops Page for two as we cut to Hathaway in
a lounge, watching the match on a couch. Matt’s family pops
in, with Senior Benjamin (the odd gardener) tazing him. We cut
back to the Firm covering the Hardys in gasoline. Bill pulls
out a lighter but Brother Zay (Kassidy, in different gear),
dives onto them (Matt: “Brother Zay, I KNEW YOU’D COME!”).

Back in the barn, Reby Hardy (Matt’s wife) sends Stokely into
the ring for a Twist of Fate and Matt’s son Maxel adds a
Swanton, but Reby sends him to bed. Zay legdrops Bill off a
ladder through a table and we cut back to the barn, where
everyone beats up Page. The Twist of Fate into the Swanton
finishes Page at we’ll say 14:00 (there was no opening bell).

Rating: B-. I have no idea what to say about something like



this as it’s kind of in its own little universe. While they
did go nuts with a lot of the stuff, they didn’t go completely
over the top like the previous versions. It was more a match
in  the  woods/the  barn  with  a  few  Deletion  match  elements
thrown in, making it a lot less insane.

On the negative side though, this is still about Matt Hardy
vs. Ethan Page, which has been going on since October and
never got all that interesting in the first place. It’s kind
of  hard  to  buy  the  Firm,  who  has  never  been  treated  as
anything serious, as a threat to the Hardys and an undefeated
Hook, though granted it was never quite presented as an even
standoff.  I  didn’t  dislike  it,  but  this  is  still  the
definition  of  “not  for  me”,  though  there  is  certainly  an
audience for the Hardys’ totally out there antics.

Jeff leaves and goes outside to light a huge Hardys symbol on
fire in the yard. Jeff thanks God and we’re done.

Overall Rating: B. While your mileage may vary on the main
event, this was the most entertaining Rampage in a good bit.
The biggest thing here is the fact that while insane and not
the biggest story, the main event actually felt special. So
often  Rampage  will  start  with  its  biggest  thing  and  then
meander around for the next 45 minutes. They went in the
opposite direction here and it made for a good show, though
that main event may be a complete and total miss for a lot of
people.

Results
El  Hijo  del  Vikingo/Lucha  Bros  b.  QT  Marshall/Aaron
Solo/Powerhouse  Hobbs  –  Spike  Fear  Factor  to  Solo
Jade Cargill b. Gia Scott – Jaded
Mark Briscoe b. Preston Vance – Jay Driller
Hardys/Hook/Isiah Kassidy b. The Firm – Swanton to Page

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to



my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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