Monday Night Raw - May 26,
2008: Pay The People Their
Money?

Monday Night Raw

Date: May 26, 2008

Location: Pepsi Center, Denver, Colorado
Attendance: 16,524

Commentators: Jim Ross, Jerry Lawler

It’s the last Raw before One Night Stand and the end of last
week’s show set up a pair of huge matches for the show. Now we
are getting ready for JBL vs. John Cena in a first blood match
and HHH vs. Randy Orton in a last man standing match for HHH's
Raw World Title. I'm sure we’ll get some more tonight so let’s
get to it.

Here are last week'’s results if you need a recap.

Memorial Day video.
Opening sequence.

Vince McMahon joins us on the Titantron to say William Regal
got what he deserved last week, but are the fans getting what
they deserve? They deserve appreciation, and tonight they will
receive it like never before. He's open to suggestions,
including from the wrestlers. By the end of the night, fans
will receive appreciation like they have never seen.

Here are HHH and Randy Orton for a face to face standoff.
Orton is asked about how he beat HHH in a last man standing
match before, but it was HHH’'s third match of the night and
Orton’s second. Orton is sick of having his accomplishments
downplayed, because what matters is that he beat HHH in this
very match.
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HHH says the fans are laughing at Orton because he’s a
censored. He isn’t laughing though, because Orton has a
tendency to find a cheap way out. If Orton wants to be the
best, he has to face the best over and over. Orton says HHH
doesn’t thrive on competition because he either brings in his
threats or just flat out eliminates him.

Like Shawn Michaels or Evolution, because HHH knows he needed
to fear them. HHH says Evolution was about making Orton
realize his potential but he isn’t just going to walk away.
Orton promises to win and goes to leave, but HHH promises to
end the Age Of Orton like it never happened. There wasn’t much
left to be said about this feud so this was nothing we haven’t
heard before.

Melina vs. Jillian Hall

Beth Phoenix is on commentary. Jillian jumps her to start and
hits a flipping faceplant before hitting some kicks to the
back. Melina fights back and elbows her in the face, setting
up an Indian Deathlock for the fast tap.

Chris Jericho comes in to see Vince McMahon with an idea to
appreciate the fans: a match with Shawn Michaels tonight.
Deal, and we’ll make it non-title. Cryme Tyme comes in and
steal some of Williams Regal’s stuff to sell.

Paul London/Brian Kendrick vs. Cody Rhodes/Hardcore Holly

Non-title. Rhodes dropkicks London down to start but a double
dropkick puts Rhodes down for two. Holly comes in to knock
Kendrick down but Rhodes misses a middle rope crossbody. It'’s
off to London to dropkick and hurricanrana Holly as everything
breaks down. London tries to skin the cat, only to get caught
in the Alabama Slam for the pin.

Rating: C. Fast paced stuff here but they only had so much
time to make 1t work. London and Kendrick are still an
entertaining team but for some reason WWE insists on sticking



with Rhodes and Holly as champions. The tag division barely
exists, though you would think WWE might want to go with the
better of the two teams here.

Post match here is Ted DiBiase of all people. He has a special
moment for us, in the form of the newest member of the Raw
roster: his son Ted DiBiase! Ted Jr. says he has always wanted
to become a champion and that is what he is going to do in his
debut match. So Holly and Rhodes need to pay attention,
because everybody has a price, but he is priceless. That’'s a
great line.

Roddy Piper 1is training Jimmy Kimmel’s Cousin Sal for his
match against Santino Marella. Kimmel comes in to watch the
training and isn’t sure if this is going well as Piper beats
up Sal. 0ddly enough this is included on Peacock, along with a
recap of last week’s segment, which wasn’t on Peacock.

Mickie James suggests a contest to Vince McMahon where schools
get to say why they love WWE and the winner gets a Diva For A
Day. JBL comes in to say that sounds like an escort service
(working for strangers you see) and suggests the ring mat,
covered in John Cena’s blood on Sunday, be cut up and sold.

Some soldiers wish us Happy Memorial Day.

John Bradshaw Layfield/Umaga vs. John Cena/Jeff Hardy

Cena and JBL start things off but let’s go with Umaga instead.
The FU attempt doesn’t work but Umaga misses a charge in the
corner so Cena can slug away. The swinging release Rock Bottom
cuts Cena off though and we take a break. Back with JBL
hammering Hardy into the corner and whipping him into another
one.

The abdominal stretch goes on but Hardy slips out and hits a
Whisper In The Wind. That'’s enough for the hot tag off to Cena
and house is cleaned in a hurry. Umaga knocks Cena into Hardy
for the tag but the Swanton misses. With Cena and Umaga on the



floor, the Clothesline From JBL finishes Hardy off.

Rating: C+. The ending came a bit out of nowhere but it was a
good enough match to get the people involved out there. Umaga
vs. Hardy has been a bit forgotten amid the two main event
level matches at One Night Stand so giving them a bit of
exposure was a good idea. Then again JBL vs. Cena isn't
exactly thrilling and it’s more interesting to go in another
direction, even for one match.

Shawn Michaels comes to see Vince McMahon and doesn’t buy
Vince wanting to appreciate the audience. Vince says Shawn
will have to give the devil his due. Shawn: “You would know
about that wouldn’t you?”

Video on the recent tour of Mexico.

Mr. Kennedy vs. Carlito

Carlito takes him down fast and grabs a quickly broken
chinlock. The Backstabber is loaded up but Kennedy reverses
into the Mic Check for the fast win.

Post match Katie Lea Burchill comes out to say some people
aren’t happy with Kennedy getting rid of William Regal. Paul
Burchill pops up from behind and lays Kennedy out.

Trevor Murdoch tries to sing a country version of No Chance
but Vince McMahon sends him away.

One Night Stand rundown.
Video on Randy Orton vs. HHH.
More troops say hi.

Shawn Michaels vs. Chris Jericho

Non-title. They go to the mat a few times to start and that’s
good for a standoff. Shawn sends him crashing out to the floor
and we take a break. Back with Shawn fighting out of a



chinlock but Jericho takes him into the corner for some
stomping. Jericho’s bulldog is blocked with a shove into the
corner and there’s the nipup.

The superkick is countered into a Walls attempt, which 1is
countered into a small package for two. The second Walls
attempt works far better but Shawn makes the ropes. That
doesn’t work for Jericho, who takes him tot he floor and grabs
the Walls again for the double countout.

Rating: B-. Jericho vs. Shawn is going to work almost every
time but Jericho is teetering on the brink of a heel turn. I'm
curious to see how they get to what should be Jericho as quite
the villain, as they could go a few different ways to get
there. I'm not sure how much we’ll get out of the Shawn vs.
Batista match to get there, but they have an interesting story
on the way there.

Post match Jericho grabs a chair but puts it down.

Here 1is Vince McMahon for the big announcement despite there
not being much time left. Vince walks through the roster on
the stage before talking about how everyone together. Let’s do
that in four weeks with the WWE Draft. Until then, for the
next four weeks, Vince is going to give away MONEY. What if he
gave away a thousand dollars? Ten thousand dollars? Or even A
HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS? Heck he’s a billionaire, so over the
next week, he’'s going to give away the sum of ONE MILLION
DOLLARS. End of show.

Overall Rating: C+. They did a nice job of covering just about
everything on this side of the One Night Stand card and that
is the right idea. Other than that, the money thing at the end
was more than a bit different, but at least they’re trying to
set something up for after the pay per view. WWE certainly
needs something fresh at the moment as they continue to milk
another pay per view out of feuds they’ve been running for a
long time. Not a bad show, but the build to Summerslam needs



to start fast.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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