Dynamite - August 16, 2023:
Where Do I Start?

Dynamite
Date: August 16, 2023

Location: Bridgestone Arena, Nashville, Tennessee
Commentators: Excalibur, Tony Schiavone, Taz

It’s another special show with Fight For The Fallen, with
proceeds going towards a Hawaii food bank helping with the
fallout from the wildfires. There’'s not a thing wrong with
that and it’s great that AEW 1is doing something. Other than
that, we are eleven days away from All In and we might get
some more announcements for the show tonight. Let’s get to it.

Here is Collision if you need a recap.

International Title: Orange Cassidy vs. Wheeler Yuta

Cassidy is defending against his former student. Feeling out
process to start and they slug it out with neither getting
very far. They trade belly to back suplexes and then kick each
other down. Cassidy is sent to the floor and gets taken down
with a dive but he reverses a suplex into one of his own. Yuta
piledrives him on the ram and Cassidy rolls back towards the
ring. Back in and a quick Beach Break gives Cassidy two as we
take a break.

We come back with Yuta working on the hand but he has to catch
Cassidy on top. The top rope superplex sends Cassidy crashing
back down and a top rope splash gives Yuta two more. Cassidy
is back up with a Michinoku Driver into a PK but here is the
rest of the Blackpool Combat Club to offer a distraction. A
fake out lets Cassidy hit his own double arm Paradigm Shift,
setting up the Orange Punch. Cassidy can’t cover so Yuta gets
the Seatbelt for two, only to have Cassidy roll him up for the
pin at 11:50.
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Rating: C+. This was in fact an Orange Cassidy match, and that
has been the case for a long time now. Cassidy is all banged
up and injured but manages to do all of his stuff and win in
the end. Yuta wasn’t feeling like much of a threat to the
title in the first place, but it then went with as “we’ve seen
this already” ending it could have had.

Post match the beatdown is on but the Best Friends, and then
the Lucha Bros, make the save. The Club grab chairs but Eddie
Kingston is back to go after Claudio Castagnoli. That’'s enough
for the Club to run off, leaving Kingston to issue a challenge
for Wembley Stadium in a Stadium Stampede match.

We get a sitdown interview with Jim Ross talking to Kenny
Omega. It turns out that Don Callis was friends with Omega’s
uncle and helped him get whatever he wanted..and here is Callis
for a distraction. Bullet Club Gold and Konosuke Takeshita
jump Omega from behind and the big beatdown is on. That should
set up another pay per view match, though hopefully JR can get
some sleep before then. He looked incredibly rough here.

Omega was taken to a hospital, where Hangman Page was waiting.
Page wants to finish this at All In, though here is a security
guard to tell Page he can’t drink a beer here. That's fine
with Page, who downs it.

Here is Don Callis, with another painting under a blanket, to
get Chris Jericho’s answer. Cue Jericho to give his answer,
and while he’s the one who starts factions....he’ll join the
Don Callis family! Callis is stunned and happy so let’s go
celebrate. Jericho wants to see the picture though, with
Callis getting nervous. The blanket comes off, and it’s a
painting of Callis holding Jericho’s decapitated head.

Callis backpedals really fast and tries to talk his way out of
it but Jericho says just tell him the truth. It's true that
Callis didn’'t expect Jericho to say yes...because of his
massive ego. Callis goes on a rant about how Jericho has the



biggest ego ever but Jericho says Callis 1is a nobody who
wasn’'t in wrestling a few years ago. Callis slaps him and here
is Konosuke Takeshita to go after Jericho. Cue Will Ospreay to
jump Jericho as well and the big beatdown is on, with Jericho
being busted open. The painting is broken over Jericho’s head
but here is Sammy Guevara with a baseball bad for the save.

Jack Perry is going to retire the FTW Title next week.

Gates Of Agony vs. Darby Allin/Nick Wayne

The Gates jump them from behind to start fast and the beatdown
is on outside. We take an early break and come back with Allin
getting the hot tag to roll Kaun up for two as the Mogul
Embassy is watching from the ramp. Everything breaks down and
Wayne takes Kaun down before diving onto Toa at ringside.
Allin adds the Coffin Drop to finish Kaun at 6:26.

Rating: C. So after the Gates start winning some matches, they
go right back down here to Allin and Wayne, who aren’t the
most experienced team. Allin winning a match is fine enough
but it’s another match that runs about six minutes and has a
break in the middle. I'm sure it’s a television deal, but my
goodness it gets old fast.

Post match Sting pops up on screen to say we’'re coming up on
the biggest show in AEW history. It seems that he has
kidnapped Prince Nana and says it’s showtime as the Embassy
goes to the back. Sting screams at Nana and he runs off. This
was wacky Sting and that’s a great thing.

Adam Cole and MJF go to Outback Steakhouse to plan for Aussie
Open. After eating, MJF knows they’re done because that was
the best food he’s ever had so how can they beat an Aussie
team? Later, at the arena, Cole has a DVD of Crocodile Dundee
1 and 2. MJF has a better idea: kangaroo fighting style! Cole
isn’t convinced, so they put on Australian hats (and accents,
ala Steve Irwin) and double clothesline a guy holding an
inflatable crocodile.



Then Tony Khan summons them into his office (Thunder Rosa not
included) and yells about hitting double clotheslines
backstage. Leave it to the ring. The team leaves and MJF says
Khan will regret that come contract time. Khan comes out and
yells some more, but MJF is suddenly cool with him. Was that
TK “responding” to people who say he doesn’t have a backbone
after the Punk ordeals? Either way, this whole thing was
hilarious. Again. They absolutely have something great with
these two and I want to see a lot more.

MIJF and Cole arrive in MJF’'s car and head inside, leaving
Roderick Strong to limp up and kick the tire, hurting himself
in the process of course.

Here are MJF and Cole for a chat. They’'re ready for ALl In but
first they have to win the Ring Of Honor Tag Team Titles. MJF:
“WITH THE KANGAROO KICK!"” Cole talks about how important the
World Title match will be, because it’s all about solidifying
his legacy here in AEW. Not just by being in it, but by
winning it. MJF doesn’t buy it and has a story of his own.

When he first got into the wrestling world, he was told to
write down his dream opponents. He wrote down Cody Rhodes and
Adam Cole. Then he had been working so hard to get ahead on
the independent circuit, when he heard about a special show
called ALl In. He messaged Cody Rhodes and somehow got a spot
in the opening match, despite having no business being on.

It was enough to get him a contract with AEW, so without ALl
In, there wouldn’t be an MJF. He has worked his way to the top
and now he is going to be facing his best friend in the
biggest show ever. Now all that matters is the World Title,
because he has given everything to earn it. He’ll win because
no one is on his level, so Cole says may the best man win. MJF
says he will, because he’s better than Cole, even if Cole
disagrees.

Cue Aussie Open to jump them from being before quickly being



dispatched. Cole teases a superkick to MJF but then stands
up..with MJF having seen him crouched. They hug anyway. This
was a really good segment and did a lot to make the title
match feel a heck of a lot more important.

Chris Jericho is getting cleaned up before saying this match
with Will Ospreay (which is apparently happening) has been
ready since 2021 and would have happened without the pandemic.
Ospreay doesn’t know what he’s getting into because the Ocho
is coming for him. So the British fans are supposed to book
the incredibly athletic British wrestler in front of the
biggest crowd in British wrestling history. Got it.

Jeff Hardy vs. Jeff Jarrett

Texas Chainsaw Massacre Death Match (tie-in with a video game
release) and you can only win by pinfall. Hardy goes through
the crowd and into the back to start, where Satnam Jarrett and
Satnam Singh (I believe dressed like someone from the movie)
jumps him. Ethan Page, Brother Zay and Matt Hardy make the
save and pour something on Jarrett (Jeff and Karen). The two
of them stagger through a dimly 1it hallway as we take a
break.

Back with the fight still going on in the back with Jeff Hardy
diving onto the Jarretts and company. They fight into the
arena (with about ten people involved) and Jeff Hardy Swantons
him through a table for two with Jay Lethal making the save.
The guitar is taken away from Jarrett and cracked over his
head but cue Leatherface with a chainsaw. Singh can’t
chokebomb Jeff Hardy but Lethal is back in with a hammer to
Jeff Hardy’s head. The chokeslam lets Jarrett get the pin at
9:56.

Rating: D+. I don’t even begin to know where to go on this,
but at the end of the day, I can accept that AEW was given a
big check to do something with the game and this is the best
they could do. Fair enough and the match was certainly



memorable, even if 1t was for the bad reasons. That being
said, Jarrett winning here is uh, a bit strange I would say.

And yes, Jarrett does get a special belt for winning.

Women's Title #1 Contenders Tournament First Round: Britt
Baker vs. The Bunny

The winner is in the Women’s Title match at All In. Baker
grabs a rollup to start but it’s too early for the Lockjaw.
Instead Baker misses a stomp, allowing Bunny to miss Down The
Rabbit Hole. Bunny sends her into the Corner and we take a
break. Back with Baker hitting a Sling Blade and getting two
off a rollup. That'’s enough for Baker, who hits the Stomp for
the pin at 7:36.

Rating: C-. Baker is getting weaker and weaker week to week
and there isn’t much of a way to hide it anymore. It didn’t
help that there was almost no reason to believe Bunny had a
chance in this, especially after just coming back from an
injury. Not a good match here, but at least they went with the
only logical option.

All In rundown.

Acclaimed vs. ??2?/27?7?

Hold on though as the lights go out before the bell and come
up to reveal the House Of Black. The big beatdown is on and
Caster is left busted open. The House walks off with Billy
Gunn’s boots. No match.

The Gunns vs. Young Bucks

The Bucks jump them during the entrance and the fight heads
down to the ring for the opening bell. A double dropkick sends
the Gunns to the floor for the dives but the Gunns take over
on Matt. Back in and a knee lift into a lariat gives Austin
two and we take a break. We come back Matt getting hit with a
dropkick for two but managing to roll over both of them for



the hot tag.

Nick hits the slingshot X Factor and the apron moonsault. An
assisted standing Sliced Bread drops Austin but the BTE
Trigger is broken up. 3:10 To Yuma connects but Nick dives in
with a top rope double stomp for the save. The Gunns try an
assisted rollup but the Bucks break it up and use one of their
own to pin Colten at 9:25.

Rating: C+. The Bucks did their high flying and get a win to
give them some momentum on the way to the FTR match. That'’s
all you really need for them to do here but at least the Gunns
are starting to figure out their thing. They’'re a midcard heel
team and work well together, which is a valuable role to fill.

Post match Bullet Club Gold runs in to help with the beatdown
on the Bucks but FTR make the save. FTR teases taking out the
Bucks but don’t do it to end the show (worked better when Cole
and MJF did it earlier tonight).

Overall Rating: B-. This was a weird show for AEW as the
wrestling was decent to mostly not that good for the most
part. Instead, this was FAR more about the storyline stuff and
building up the matches for All In and beyond. That 1is
something AEW needed and the parts that worked here were very,
very good. There were some weak parts to go with it though,
and that dragged some of the positives back down. Overall, All
In got a heck of a build here and while not all of it was
great, it’s what the show was needing.

Results

Orange Cassidy b. Wheeler Yuta — Rollup

Darby Allin/Nick Wayne b. Gates of Agony — Coffin Drop to Kaun
Jeff Jarrett b. Jeff Hardy — Chokeslam from Satnam Singh

Britt Baker b. The Bunny — Stomp

Young Bucks b. The Gunns — Assisted rollup to Colten



Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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