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Wasn’t A Nightmare
WrestleDream 2023
Date: October 1, 2023
Location: Climate Pledge Arena, Seattle, Washington
Commentators: Excalibur, Nigel McGuinness, Jim Ross

We’re back with the third pay per view in six weeks and this
has a bit of a theme to it. The idea of this show is paying
tribute to Japanese legend Antonio Inoki, who passed away a
year ago to the day. As a result, there are some New Japan
stars involved in the show, which does have a strong card.
Let’s get to it.

We open with a long video tribute to Antonio Inoki, with
wrestlers talking about what he meant to wrestling.

Tony Khan is in the ring with some other people, all with the
Inoki scarves around their necks. Khan introduces the men as
Rocky  Romero,  Katsuyori  Shibata  and  Hiroto/Naroto  Inoki,
Antonio’s grandsons. We get Inoki’s signature phrase to wrap
it up.

Zero  Hour:  Shane  Taylor/Lee  Moriarty/Diamante/Mercedes
Martinez vs. Keith Lee/Satoshi Kojima/Athena/Billie Starkz

Fans: “WE WANT BREAD!” Excalibur: “Of course Satoshi Kojima
the leader of Bread Club.” JR: “You might want to explain
that.”  Diamante  and  Starkz  start  but  it’s  quickly  off  to
Athena  for  a  suplex.  JR  wants  Athena  to  go  on  a  tear,
apparently not realizing that she’s been on one for the better
part of the last year. Taylor comes in to punch Keith in the
face and manages to knock him down.

It’s  off  to  Moriarty,  who  gets  dropped  rather  quickly  so
Kojima can come in to run Moriarty over. A DDT gets two with
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Diamante making the save, earning her a beating from Starkz.
Everything breaks down and Athena hits an O Face on Moriarty,
with  JR  calling  it  illegal.  The  ring  is  cleared,  leaving
Kojima to lariat Moriarty for the pin at 5:38.

Rating: C. They didn’t have time to do much here as they had
eight people with less than six minutes. Kojima is a star from
New  Japan  and  still  does  well  despite  having  been  around
forever,  while  Keith  is  rarely  in  the  ring  anymore  for
whatever reasons. It wasn’t a great match or anything close to
one, but it was a way to get a lot of people in the ring.

Zero Hour: Josh Barnett vs. Claudio Castagnoli

Jon Moxley is on commentary and talks about training with
Barnett. They grapple to start with Barnett powering him down
but Castagnoli manages to take over on the mat. Castagnoli
gets  in  some  elbows  (Moxley:  “ELBOW  HIS  D***  HEAD  OFF
CLAUDIO!”) but Barnett reverses into a dragon screw legwhip.

That’s broken up as well but Castagnoli can’t get the Swing.
Back up and they slug it out until Barnett gets a quickly
broken  abdominal  stretch.  Castagnoli  gets  in  the  swing,
setting up some kind of leglock. Barnett makes the rope and
grabs a suplex before they strike it out. The Neutralizer is
blocked so Castagnoli pulls him into an Octopus Hold on the
mat. That and a rollup is enough to pin Barnett at 8:20.

Rating: B-. This was a different kind of match as it was more
of a grappling exchange between two guys who know what they’re
doing in that style. Barnett is someone who is a lot better
known in mixed martial arts than in wrestling but he’s good
enough to hang with someone like Castagnoli. Good stuff here
and probably something different than anything else you’ll see
on the show.

Post match Barnett shows respect and says Inoki would be a fan
of Castagnoli. Barnett says Castagnoli owes him more time
though so keep training. Sounds good to Castagnoli.



Zero Hour: Nick Wayne vs. Luchasaurus

Nigel says this is going to be like Luke Skywalker being
dropped  into  the  pin  with  the  Rancor.  Wayne  fires  off  a
dropkick to start but gets tossed with a nasty release German
suplex. Luchasaurus pounds away but Wayne is back up with some
kicks. A chokeslam sends Wayne to the floor….where he crawls
to his mom in the front row. That earns him a face first swing
into  the  barricade  but  Wayne  scores  with  some  kicks  back
inside. Wayne’s World is easily blocked and the forearm to the
back of the head finishes for Luchasaurs at 4:51.

Rating: C. That went about as it should have, as Luchasaurus
is a total monster and Wayne is someone who hasn’t proven
himself to be on Luchasaurus’ level. There is something to be
said about a smaller guy striking away with everything he has
but not being able to overcome. The part with his mom was a
nice bonus, making this go according to the logical plan.

Zero Hour: Trios Titles: TMDK vs. Acclaimed/Billy Gunn

TMDK (Shane Haste/Mikey Nichols/Bad Dude Tito) is challenging.
Tito powers Caster down to start and hands it off to Haste.
Caster punches his way out of the corner though and it’s Gunn
coming in to quite the reaction. A running shoulder drops
Haste and Gunn loads up Scissor Me Timbers, which connects for
quite the reaction.

We settle down with Bowens getting caught in the wrong corner
and Tito adding a slingshot hilo. Bowens fights out of a
chinlock but gets knocked back again to keep up the beating.
An attempt to get over to the corner is cut off as Gunn and
Caster  are  knocked  to  the  floor  in  a  smart  move.  Bowens
manages to duck around and get over to Gunn though and house
is cleaned. Tito plants Gunn rather quickly and Caster has to
make a save. A step up Cannonball hits Caster in the corner
but Gunn is back in with the Fameasser. The Arrival into the
Mic Drop retains the titles at 9:18.



Rating: C. That was your Rampage opener of the show and not
much more. They had some time to do a bit more here than usual
and that helped, but it’s another group of guest stars getting
a title shot. That is only going to get you so far and they
hit most of that limit here. Not a bad match by any means, but
there wasn’t much in the way of drama.

And now, the show proper.

Ring Of Honor Tag Team Titles: Maxwell Jacob Friedman vs.
Righteous

MJF is defending on his own, but before the match, he accuses
someone of stealing his devil mask and attacking Jay White. As
for the Righteous, MJF promises a BODY SLAM. Dutch starts for
the team and MJF asks who wants to see that body slam. Instead
we get the handshake of sportsmanship before MJF pokes Dutch
in the eye. MJF gets in a hip swivel and pulls Vincent in,
only to get clotheslined by Dutch.

The chinlock doesn’t last long as MJF fights up….but realizes
he  doesn’t  have  a  partner.  Dutch  powerbombs  him  down  so
Vincent can hit a Swanton for two. The Boss Man Slam gets two
more and Autumn Sunshine gets the same, leaving the Righteous
stunned. Vincent goes for a chair but MJF grabs him low to cut
it off.

Back up and Vincent kicks him in the face but misses a second
Swanton. Everything breaks down and Dutch is rammed into the
corner over and over. The body slam connects and the fans are
thrilled. With Dutch sent into the corner, MJF sends Vincent
face first into the back of Dutch’s tights. The Kangaroo Kick
sends the Righteous outside and the Heatseeker finishes Dutch
(with feet on the ropes) at 9:35.

Rating:  C+.  Watching  MJF  do  his  goofy,  almost  parody  of
wrestling is hilarious and it’s great to see him having fun
like this. At the same time, the Righteous being out of the
title picture for the time being is nice to see. It still



feels like the Kingdom will be the ones to win the titles, but
at least we’re having a good time on the way there.

We recap Katsuyori Shibata vs. Eddie Kingston, with Kingston
defending his two titles but Shibata not defending his.

Ring Of Honor World Title/New Japan Strong Openweight Title:
Eddie Kingston vs. Katsuyori Shibata

Only Shibata is challenging and he goes to the mat to start.
With that not working, they trade strikes until Shibata pulls
him down into an ankle lock. The rope is reached so Shibata
grabs a Figure Four to stay on the leg. That’s broken up as
well so Shibata puts on a bow and arrow. Kingston fights up
and fires off the chops in the corner but Shibata kicks him in
the face. The running basement dropkick in the corner and the
fans are behind Shibata.

Kingston is back with a t-bone suplex but Shibata grabs an
STO, with Taz being at his best by explaining the leverage and
science. The Octopus Hold on the mat has Kingston in trouble
but he makes it over to the rope. Kingston knocks him away
again but Shibata comes back with the running kick to the
chest. They strike it out until Kingston’s spinning backfist
gets one. The northern lights bomb gets the same, followed by
another backfist and the powerbomb to retain the titles at
10:58.

Rating:  B-.  This  was  Kingston  striking  away  and  gritting
through someone more polished and skilled. It made for a nice
story to the match and served as Kingston’s latest fantasy
match come to life. Kingston needs some wins to establish
himself as a star and wins like this one are going to get him
a long way.

Post match Shibata gets the big show of respect.

We recap Julia Hart challenging Kris Statlander for the TBS
Title. Hart is on a roll but Statlander was the last person to



beat her. Now the title is on the line.

TBS Title: Kris Statlander vs. Julia Hart

Hart, with Brody King, is challenging. Statlander powers her
into the corner to start and hits some shoulders to the ribs.
The running knee misses but she runs Hart over again without
much  trouble.  Hart  manages  a  hurricanrana  but  Statlander
muscles her over with a suplex for two. They go outside, where
Statlander grabs her in a fireman’s carry and carries her back
up the steps. It’s right back to the floor, with Hart sending
her into the barricade this time.

A backsplash gives Hart two back inside and we hit the quickly
broken abdominal stretch. Now Statlander’s running knee in the
corner sets up the Blue Thunder Bomb for two. Statlander trips
so King yells at her, allowing Hart to load up the mist. That
takes  too  long  though  and  Statlander  grabs  a  fisherman’s
driver for two more. Hart pulls her off the top and goes up,
meaning it’s the moonsault for a rather close two. Hartless
goes  on  but  Statlander  muscles  her  up  into  a  Tombstone,
followed by Sunday Night Fever to retain at 8:54.

Rating: B-. I was a bit surprised by the result as it stops
Hart’s run cold, but Statlander has been on a roll since
getting the title. Having her get another pay per view win is
not a bad thing whatsoever, but she needs to start fighting
some of the bigger names. The division has the depth to have
some stronger challengers come after her, though Hart did
rather well here in her biggest match ever.

We recap the four way tag match for the #1 contendership to
the Tag Team Titles. There are four teams and they’re fighting
for a title shot, end of story.

The Gunns vs. Hook/Orange Cassidy vs. Lucha Bros vs. Young
Bucks

One fall to a finish for a future AEW Tag Team Title shot.



Fenix and Nick strike away at each other before popping up for
a staredown. Cassidy tags himself in but the Gunns pull Fenix
outside for a ram into the barricade. Back in and Austin
dropkicks  Cassidy  into  the  corner  before  trying  to  cover
Colten. The referee isn’t having that and it’s the Bucks’ turn
to clean house.

Hook comes in and gets to clear the ring as well, leaving
Cassidy to hit a dive onto both Bucks. Apparently Fenix is
down so Penta comes in to kick at the Bucks. We settle down to
Colten punching Hook down for two but Penta is back in. Made
In Japan gets two on Austin as everything breaks down again.
Matt hits a superkick and Nick adds the slingshot X Factor to
Austin.

Penta’s  big  running  flip  dive  connects  though  Hook  tags
himself in. Redrum is blocked so Cassidy Orange Punches Austin
into Redrum to put him in trouble. Nick tags himself in though
and hits a 450 for two with Cassidy making a save. The Bucks
double superkick Hook but Penta superkicks the Bucks. Not that
it matters as the BTE Trigger finishes Penta at 12:10 to give
the Bucks the title shot.

Rating:  B-.  The  Bucks  are  2/3  of  the  Six  Man  Tag  Team
Champions, #1 contender to the Tag Team Titles and Nick is
getting an International Title shot this week. I know it’s All
ELITE Wrestling but this might be taking things a bit too
literally.  Anyway,  this  was  your  usual  insane  display  of
people jumping and flipping all over the place, though Fenix
being down isn’t a good sign. I’m not sure if they’re going to
run FTR vs. the Bucks again, but it would certainly be a big
deal if they did. I’m just not sure how big.

We recap Hangman Page vs. Swerve Strickland. Page can’t break
through to be a star and Swerve wants to prove what he really
is. Then Page stabbed him in the hand with a pen.

Hangman Page vs. Swerve Strickland



The Mogul Embassy, complete with dancing Prince Nana, is here
with Strickland (the home area boy). Feeling out process to
start until Page knocks him into the corner for a loud chop.
The fans are WAY behind Swerve here, even as Page knocks him
down into the corner. Swerve is right back with a kick to the
face and the middle rope elbow to the back lets him dance a
bit.

Page manages a quick suplex and they’re both down again. With
Swerve on the floor, Page hits a big moonsault to take him
down on the floor. The dive drops Swerve again but they go
back inside where he grabs a rolling Downward Spiral. The
Brainbuster gives Swerve two but Page catches him on top.
That’s fine with Swerve, who knocks him backwards for the
Swerve Stomp (the fans approve again).

Swerve’s House Call gets two more and they head to the apron.
The Deadeye on the apron is blocked so Page hits it on the
steps instead. Page doesn’t cover, instead sending him inside
and kicking away, only to get caught in the ropes. They slap
it out until the Buckshot Lariat is countered into a rather
nasty arm crank. We pause for the doctor to check on Page but
Swerve hits a Swerve Stomp onto the apron.

A 450 onto the arm gives Swerve two and he grabs the armbar.
Page  makes  the  rope  and  scores  with  a  left  arm  lariat.
Swerve’s armbar is broken up and Page hammers on the bad hand.
Swerve gets in a suplex but misses another Stomp. The Buckshot
Lariat connects for a rather delayed two, as Prince Nana puts
the foot on the rope. Page chases Nana off, allowing Swerve to
hit him in the face with Nana’s crown for two. Back to back
House Calls set up the JML Driver for the pin on Page at
20:06.

Rating: B+. That’s the Swerve match that the fans have been
waiting to see and it worked very well throughout. These guys
beat the fire out of each other and it felt like a big
slugout. If Swerve becomes a breakout star around here, there



is a good chance that this is what starts it off for him.
Awesome match here and the best thing on the card so far.

We recap Ricky Starks vs. Wheeler Yuta. Starks wasn’t happy
with losing to Bryan Danielson back to back so he’ll fight
Danielson’s teammate instead.

Wheeler Yuta vs. Ricky Starks

Jon Moxley is back on commentary. They go with the grappling
to  start  before  opting  to  punch  each  other  in  the  face
instead. Starks gets the better of things and knocks Yuta up
against the ropes, allowing him to stare at the crowd a bit.
Yuta slips out of a fireman’s carry and rolls him up for two,
only to have Starks get in another shot. Moxley thinks Starks
is talented but runs his mouth too much, meaning he isn’t sure
if he should fight Starks or take him on a date. Yuta is back
with something like a Samoan drop and an armbar goes on.

Cue Big Bill as Starks makes the rope and spikes Yuta for two.
Starks hits his own hammer and anvil elbows, which just make
Yuta mad. That’s fine with Starks, who takes Yuta’s head off
but gets shoved off the rope for a crash onto Bill. Yuta posts
Bill to get rid of him and fires off the real hammer and anvil
elbows. The Seatbelt gives Yuta two but Starks is back up with
the spear. The Roshambo finishes Yuta at 9:54.

Rating: C+. The match wasn’t bad, but I’m not sure if it
needed to be on the pay per view. This felt like a Rampage
main event or a big match on Collision rather than needing to
be on here. What matters here though is that Starks got his
big win and regains some momentum so things should be getting
a bit better for him going forward. Odds are it sets up Moxley
vs. Starks as well and that’s not a bad thing.

We recap Bryan Danielson vs. Zack Sabre Jr. and….yeah I think
that’s all you need to know here.

Bryan Danielson vs. Zack Sabre Jr.



Sabre’s New Japan TV Title isn’t on the line. Feeling out
process to start as they both seem nervous about going too
far.  Danielson  suplexes  him  down  and  Sabre  pauses  for  a
standoff.  Sabre  pulls  him  into  the  abdominal  stretch  but
Danielson pulls him into a leglock. That’s broken up and they
stay  on  the  mat  with  neither  being  able  to  get  control.
Instead Danielson pulls him into the surfboard but Sabre slips
out again.

Sabre starts going after the arm and gives it a shoulder
before adding a nasty stomp. The arm gets twisted around and
Sabre is starting to get cocky. Sabre stays on the arm but he
takes too long going up, allowing Danielson to cut him off.
The arm is snapped over Sabre’s shoulder though and the armbar
goes on up top. Danielson headbutts his way out of trouble and
a top rope butterfly superplex lets him…not get the LeBell
Lock.

Instead Danielson goes with a half crab but Sabre is right
over to the ropes. The YES Kicks rock Sabre and Danielson
stomps him in the head. The running knee is countered and
Sabre pulls him into the European Clutch for two. Moxley (on
commentary) is on his feet as they both need a breather.
Cattle Mutilation goes on but Sabre rolls out, only to get
caught with the elbows to the face.

Danielson gets a leglock but Sabre reverses into one of his
own. That earns him a spit in the face and they strike it out,
with Danielson getting the better of things. Back up and Sabre
goes for the arm while Danielson kicks at the leg. Sabre gets
the better of things this time and pulls Danielson into the
double arm crank. Nigel: “THINK ABOUT YOUR KIDS! THINK ABOUT
YOUR WIFE! RETIRE NOW!”

Danielson makes the rope (Nigel: “You coward!”) so they trade
kicks, with Danielson nailing a big one to the head. The stomp
to  the  head  misses  so  Sabre  pulls  him  into  the  cross
armbreaker. That’s reverses into a leg trap belly to back



suplex into the running knee for the very near fall. Another
running knee finishes Sabre at 23:13.

Rating: A-. Like I said before the match, this was going to
work because of the talent involved and then they were allowed
to have all the time they needed to tear the house down. You
could see two masters in there trying to take the other apart
and it worked about as well as expected. Awesome stuff here
and as usual, it felt like a clinic from two of the best ever
with this style.

Post  match  respect  is  offered  but  Sabre  turns  it  down.
Naturally  Nigel  says  that  wasn’t  technical  wrestling  so
Danielson is NOT the best in the world.

We recap Chris Jericho/Kenny Omega/Kota Ibushi vs. the Don
Callis Family. All three hate Callis so they’re fighting his
team.

Chris Jericho/Kenny Omega/Kota Ibushi vs. Don Callis Family

Omega and Will Ospreay start things off but it’s quickly off
to Sammy Guevara, who lounges on the top rope. They start
running the ropes until Sammy flips over him and scores with a
dropkick. Ospreay comes back in to get suplexed by Jericho as
Sammy shouts at commentary. Jericho punches Ospreay and we get
the big standoff. The good guys clear the house, pay tribute
to Inoki (oh yeah that’s a thing with this show) and hit
stereo dives.

Back in and Omega slugs away at Takeshita, who rakes the eyes
to cut him off. Takeshita hits a clothesline but Ibushi comes
in for a save. Ospreay puts on an abdominal stretch, with the
rest of the Family adding leverage like villains should. The
Blue Thunder Bomb gets two on Omega but he gets over for the
tag back to Omega. That means an abdominal stretch to Sammy,
with the rest of Omega’s partners pulling as well.

Ibushi  comes  in  with  a  double  back  elbow  and  we  get  an



Ibushi/Jericho Sex Gods pose. Omega and Jericho hit stereo
moonsaults to the floor, leaving Jericho to hit the Lionsault
for two on Sammy. Takeshita breaks up the Walls and drops
Omega on his head with a release German suplex. Jericho has to
fight Ospreay and Takeshita at the same time but Takeshita
knees Ospreay by mistake.

Omega is back up with the big running flip dive to take out
Takeshita and Ospreay. Back in and Sammy Spanish Flies Jericho
for two, followed by the shooting star to the floor. Omega and
Ospreay slug it out back inside but Takeshita is back in with
a running knee to put Omega down.

Sammy Codebreakers Jericho for one so Jericho fights up, only
to get beaten down again. Ibushi is back up to strike away but
Ospreay saves Takeshita from the big boot. The Golden Trigger
is cut off by Sammy’s high crossbody. Jericho is back up with
the Judas Effect to Ospreay but Sammy superkicks Jericho in
the face. Jericho tries to pull him into the Walls but Callis
comes in with a baseball bat shot to give Sammy the pin at
22:17.

Rating: B+. This was the match I was expecting to be the best
on the card and it came pretty close. The match started with
the regular wrestling but then broke down into the wild fight
that it was destined to be. The Callis Family stuff isn’t
exactly thrilling but the matches have worked so well and
that’s what matters most.

We recap Aussie Open challenging FTR for the Tag Team Titles.
FTR beat them for the New Japan Tag Team Titles a year ago and
now the Aussies want to even things up.

AEW Tag Team Titles: Aussie Open vs. FTR

FTR is defending. Harwood and Fletcher lock up to start with
neither being able to get very far. Wheeler comes in and this
time Fletcher bails to the floor. Harwood sends him back in,
where Wheeler hits a backdrop to take over. It’s off to Davis



for a chop off with Harwood, who gets slammed down. Davis hits
a backsplash so it’s back to Fletcher, who gets caught with a
snap suplex.

Everything breaks down and FTR is rammed into each other on
the  floor.  Back  in  and  Fletcher  forearms  away  at  Wheeler
before Davis grabs a chinlock. Wheeler fights up and catches
Fletcher on top, meaning it’s a belly to back superplex for a
big crash. Fletcher is able to grab a brainbuster but Wheeler
is up again, this time getting over to Harwood. Rolling German
suplexes  drop  Fletcher  as  Wheeler  and  Davis  fight  on  the
floor.

Harwood gets two off a Liger Bomb but Davis is back in to
break up the PowerPlex. A Doomsday kick to the face gets two
on Wheeler but Harwood is back in for the save. Now the
PowerPlex  can  connect,  leaving  Fletcher  to  high  crossbody
Harwood into the cover to break it up.

Wheeler rolls Davis (who appears to have hurt his wrist) up
for two, only to walk into a Shatter Machine from the Aussies.
The Coriolis gets two with Harwood making the save this time.
They head outside again and it’s a spike piledriver on the
floor to drop Davis. Back in and a super Shatter Machine
finishes Fletcher to retain the titles at 20:23.

Rating: B. It was a good match but this might have been better
if they had cut out about four minutes. The problem here came
down to the fact that this went long in the semi-main event
spot on a show that is going to run over four and a half
hours. The Aussies winning felt like a long shot in the first
place  and  while  the  match  was  good,  it  wasn’t  able  to
completely  overcome  those  circumstances.

We recap Darby Allin vs. Christian Cage for the latter’s TBS
Title. Allin wants to prove he belongs in the main event in
his hometown and the title is on the line.

TBS Title: Darby Allin vs. Christian Cage



Allin is challenging (and bleeding before the match for some
reason) and this is 2/3 falls. Feeling out process to start
with Cage bailing into the corner and spitting into Allin’s
face.  Allin  is  calm  enough  to  pull  him  into  an  armbar,
followed by a headlock to keep him down. Back up and Christian
chops him against the ropes, meaning we get the double bicep
pose. It’s too early for the Unprettier though as Allin pulls
the turtleneck over Christian’s face and rolls him up for the
first fall at 4:55.

We pause for a bit as Cage stops to look at Nick Wayne’s mom
in the front row before taking Allin down again. Cage pounds
away at the back and cranks on his neck to keep things slow.
Allin gets back up for some rapid fire rollups but gets sent
outside in a crash. Cage whips him into the barricade but goes
after Wayne’s mom again, allowing Allin to hit a suicide dive.
Back in and the Coffin Drop hits raised knees, allowing Cage
to  send  him  into  the  announcers’  table.  Something  like  a
powerslam off the apron hits sends Allin back first into the
steps. That’s enough for a countout to tie it up at 15:18
total.

A stretcher is brought out as Cage is doing something with the
ring skirt. He peels the entire mat back and exposes the
wood….before  hitting  a  frog  splash  onto  Allin  on  the
stretcher. That’s good for two back inside and Cage grabs a
Scorpion Deathlock. Allin makes the rope (the fans approve)
and it’s a Scorpion Death Drop for two, followed by the Coffin
Drop for the same.

Cage loads up a superplex onto the steps on the floor but gets
reversed  into  a  sunset  bomb.  The  spear  hits  the  referee
though, leaving Cage to hit Allin low. The title is brought in
but Nick Wayne runs in to take it away. Then Wayne hits Allin
with the title (his mom is NOT happy) and Cage retains at
25:13.

Rating:  B+.  This  was  a  smartly  worked  match  as  Christian



didn’t have to go insane but rather set things up for Allin to
go nuts instead. It made for some very good drama and action,
with Allin getting the first fall to save some face. I liked
the match rather well, though having it as the main event (yes
they had to with the ring deal) might have been a stretch.

Post match Cage hugs Wayne, who destroys Allin while yelling
about family. Sting comes in for the save but Luchasaurus is
here  to  beat  him  down  as  well.  The  Conchairto  is  loaded
up….and the lights go out. A video of someone driving a car to
the arena plays and the lights come up. And yeah EDGE debuts
(complete with Metalingus theme), with the villains handing
him the chair. He cracks Wayne with it instead and spears
Luchasaurus to clear out the villains. Edge and Sting shake
hands to end the show. That’s the big deal of the show and
while we’ll have to see where it goes, the moment was there.

Overall Rating: B+. As tends to be the case with AEW shows,
they wind up being good in the end through the hard work and
effort put in from the wrestlers. That was the case again
here, with a few awesome matches being more than enough to
keep me interested. The show got better as it went on and
thankfully they didn’t have some of the lesser matches eat up
too much time.

That  being  said,  this  was  they  could  be  that  much  more
enjoyable with some time trimmed off. There is just SO MUCH
STUFF on here and some of it could easily be dropped (like the
bonus Rampage described as Zero Hour) and probably Starks vs.
Yuta. At some point the energy is going to go away and that
isn’t good for the main event matches. That being said, the
show was still quite the blast to watch and if they can keep
it up, they’re not going to change anything.

Results
Satoshi  Kojima/Keith  Lee/Athena/Billie  Starkz  b.  Shane
Taylor/Diamante/Lee  Moriarty/Mercedes  Martinez  –  Lariat  to
Moriarty



Claudio Castagnoli b. Josh Barnett – Rollup
Luchasaurus b. Nick Wayne – Forearm to the back of the head
Billy Gunn/Acclaimed b. TMDK – Mic Drop to Haste
Maxwell Jacob Friedman b. The Righteous – Rollup with feet on
the ropes to Dutch
Eddie Kingston b. Katsuyori Shibata – Powerbomb
Kris Statlander b. Julia Hart – Sunday Night Fever
Young Bucks b. Lucha Bros, Gunns and Orange Cassidy/Hook – BTE
Trigger to Penta
Swerve Strickland b. Hangman Page – JML Driver
Ricky Starkz b. Wheeler Yuta – Roshambo
Bryan Danielson b. Zack Sabre Jr. – Running knee
Don Callis Family b. Chris Jericho/Kenny Omega/Kota Ibushi –
Baseball bat shot to Jericho
FTR b. Aussie Open – Super Shatter Machine to Fletcher
Christian Cage b. Darby Allin 2-1

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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