Monday Night Raw — October 9,
2023: Now On To Stuff That
Matters

Monday Night Raw

Date: October 9, 2023

Location: Chi Health Center Omaha, Omaha, Nebraska
Commentators: Michael Cole, Wade Barrett

We’'re done with Fastlane and that means things are moving on
towards Crown Jewel and Survivor Series next month. That
should make for some big matches being set up in the coming
weeks, though it might take some time for those to come
together. For now though, Seth Rollins is still the World
Heavyweight Champion. Let’s get to it.

Here is Fastlane if vou need a recap.

We open with a Fastlane recap.

Here is Seth Rollins to get things going by bragging about his
victory in the Last Man Standing match over Shinsuke Nakamura.
He didn’t know if he was going to get back up, but he did. He
didn’t know if he was going to keep Nakamura down, but he did.
Then he went to the back and the adrenaline wore off, which 1is
when he realized his back was still broken.

Being the World Heavyweight Champion has been one of the best
honors of his career..and then he pauses for a good bit. He
wants us to know that he is JUST GETTING STARTED. He'll fight
anyone anytime anywhere but maybe he can go one week without
having to fight for his life out here. Maybe we could sing and
drink a bit, but here is Drew McIntyre to interrupt. Rollins:
“You want a World Heavyweight Title shot don’t you?”

McIntyre nods so Rollins says he’s ready to go get his gear on
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but McIntyre says he’s willing to wait for Rollins to be 100%.
Maybe at Crown Jewel? Rollins: “So you’re not out here to jump
me?” McIntyre: “Nope.” Rollins: “And you want me at 100%?”"
McIntyre: “Bingo.” That works for Rollins, so they’'re on at
Crown Jewel.

McIntyre is fine with that and says if you see him out
tonight, buy him a pint and a shot, and then he’s out. Cue
Damian Priest from behind to jump Rollins, with McIntyre
watching from the aisle. Priest waves out Dominik Mysterio
with the briefcase but McIntyre cuts him off. The briefcase is
tossed at the Titantron and Rollins is back up to clear the
ring.

Kofi Kingston vs. Ivar

Viking Rules match, meaning there are viking shields around
the apron. Ivar starts fast and knocks him to the floor, where
Kofi hits a big dive (and almost lands on his head). The table
is loaded up but Ivar knocks him onto the apron for quite the
splash. Kofi kicks him away though and hits a splash onto
Ivar’s back for two on the floor. We take a break and come
back with Ivar missing a flag shot and being sent through one
of the shields. The S0S gives Kofi two but it’s too early for
the Boom Drop.

Instead Ivar grabs a Jeff Cobb Tour of the Islands for two,
followed by a tiger driver for the same. Ivar kicks him in the
face and goes up, only to be thrown down (by the beard)
through a table at ringside. Cue Valhalla to dive onto Kofi so
here is Xavier Woods to..be scared by Valhalla. Ivar crushes
Woods against the barricade but Kofi kicks him in the face.
Back in and Ivar counters Trouble In Paradise into a drive
through the table, setting up the moonsault to finish Kingston
at 11:05.

Rating: B-. Good brawl here with both of them beating the
other up well enough. Ivar FINALLY wins a singles match as



he’s in the middle of his singles run, which is pretty long
overdue. Other than that, this wasn’t as good as their
surprisingly awesome match from a few weeks ago, but the right
person won.

Shinsuke Nakamura has no comment on the Last Man Standing
match but here is Ricochet to jump him for the brawl.

Damian Priest yells at JD McDonagh and the rest of Judgment
Day for not having his back out there. Rhea Ripley calms him
down because she has gotten Priest and Finn Balor a rematch
for the Tag Team Titles next week. And Priest still has the
briefcase! Priest backs off, but McDonagh needs to deal with
Drew McIntyre.

Raguel Rodriguez vs. Nia Jax

Nia runs her over to start and slams Rodriguez’s head into the
mat a few times. Rodriguez fights up and unloads in the corner
but can’t manage a slam. Jax throws her outside and into the
barricade as we take a break. Back with Rodriguez fighting out
of a chinlock and knocking Jax down. A Samoan drop doesn’t
work for Rodriguez either but it works just fine for Jax. The
Annihilator takes too long though and Rodriguez hits a rather
impressive powerbomb. Cue Rhea Ripley to throw Rodriguez
outside for the DQ at 7:09 so she can go after Jax.

Rating: C+. The powerbomb looked great but this was a means to
set up the ending of the match and that's perfectly fine.
We're either setting up Ripley vs. Jax (probably the long term
goal) or a triple threat match for the title. Either way,
Ripley continues to feel like a star and having her slay the
giant would work great for her. Rodriguez handled herself well
enough here and that’s all you can ask in a situation like
this one.

Post match Ripley kicks Jax down but gets jumped by Rodriguez.
Shayna Baszler runs in to go after Jax but Ripley breaks that
up and yells. Baszler drops Ripley with a German suplex and



running knee as Jax bails. This is already more interesting
than a lot of what we’'ve seen around the women’s division 1in
recent months.

Seth Rollins tells Drew McIntyre that they’re officially on
for Crown Jewel, but what’s up with him cutting off the cash
in? McIntyre says he hasn’t told a single lie because last
week he said if it’'s not his business, he doesn’t get along.
He has a title shot at Crown Jewel and doesn’t want someone
messing with it. Rollins says McIntyre isn’t taking the title
from him and leaves.

Shayna Baszler says no one jumps her from behind in her ring
and gets away with it.

Michael Cole brings out new Tag Team Champions Jey Uso and
Cody Rhodes for a chat. Cole puts over their win but asks
Rhodes what this means for his original goal of finishing the
story. Will defending the Tag Team Titles deter him from
winning the WWE Title, or is he scared of trying again after
failing in his first attempt? Rhodes says Cole is right that
he did bring Uso back to Raw and he’s happy with being a Tag
Team Champion. Cole doesn’t let his question go but cue Sami
Zayn and Kevin Owens (to different music) to interrupt.

Sami says everyone is talking about finishing the story. One
story is the Usos holding the Tag Team Titles longer than
anyone in history, but then he and Owens took the titles in
the main event of Wrestlemania. The story now though is Cody
and Uso winning the titles and Sami is happy for them.

Sami has mixed emotions though as he thinks they should be
holding the titles. Owens is a little more to the point,
saying he’s not happy that Rhodes and Uso are holding the
titles. Owens wants them back so he wants to challenge them
for tonight, but he doesn’t think Uso can handle losing to
them twice. Cody says they’re on and Uso is in too.

Otis chops Chad Gable to ire him up for his #1 contenders



match tonight. Bronson Reed (also in the match tonight) comes
in to say Gable isn’t getting near the Intercontinental Title,
because Reed is getting the shot tonight. Maybe Gable
shouldn’t let his daughter watch tonight because it’s going to
be another heartbreaking loss.

Ricochet vs. Bronson Reed vs. Chad Gable

For an Intercontinental Title shot next week. Ricochet comes
out first but Shinsuke Nakamura jumps him from behind and bets
him down, including a GTS. Maxxine Dupri is here with Gable.
Reed starts fast and knocks Ricochet into the corner but
Ricochet is fine enough to cut off a suplex attempt. They go
outside with Ricochet kneeing Reed out of the air but Gable
suplexes Ricochet and we take a break.

Back with Reed breaking up Gable'’s sleeper and splashing both
of them in the corner. A Samoan drop crushes both Ricochet and
Gable but Ricochet manages a kick to Reed’s head. Ricochet’s
missile dropkick sends Reed to the floor but Gable is right
back up. A springboard spinning crossbody puts Gable down and
a running shooting star press gets two.

Gable manages a German suplex to send Reed right back to the
floor, where Ricochet hits a running flip dive. Back in and
the ankle lock has Ricochet in trouble but he escapes rather
quickly. Gable loads up a German superplex but Ricochet flips
out, only to hurt his knee again. Gable’'s Rolling Chaos Theory
hits Ricochet but Reed crushes both of them. The Tsunami
crushes Ricochet to give Reed the pin and the title shot at
11:02.

Rating: B-. They kept things moving here and it was an
entertaining match throughout. Reed vs. Gunther is certainly a
fresh match and has some serious hoss fight potential. If
nothing else, it’s not to see Reed getting a move up the
ladder, which has been teased for a long time now. Gable not
getting pinned gives him an out for later as his obsession can



continue. Finally there is Ricochet, who seems primed for a
match with Shinsuke Nakamura down the line.

Becky Lynch has 11 stitches in her arm but she’ll be ready to
fight tonight because that’s what a fighting champion does.
Xia Li of all people comes up to say she wants a shot, with
Lynch saying she’s not a hard person to find.

Drew McIntyre vs. JD McDonagh

Dominik Mysterio is here with McDonagh. McIntyre starts fast
with one of the highest backdrops I’'ve ever seen. Dominik
offers a distraction though and McDonagh starts in on the leg.
Back up and McIntyre avoids a charge, setting up the Future
Shock. The Claymore finishes McDonagh at 3:59.

Rating: C. This didn’t have time to go anywhere but what
matters 1s getting McIntyre a win and giving McDonagh another
failure. McIntyre is still in a weird place and I'm not sure
where it 1is going to wind up. That makes things more
interesting on the way to Crown Jewel and things could get all
the more fun on the way there.

Post match Damian Priest and Rhea Ripley are not pleased.

We get a sitdown interview from earlier today with Wade
Barrett talking to Johnny Gargano and Tommaso Ciampa. This
reunion was seven years in the making and now they’re looking
to the future. Gargano says he has been ready to return for a
long time and saw what happened last week. He wasn’t about to
let that happen but here is Imperium to jump them. A big
beatdown ensues.

Video on Tegan Nox, looking at her history of terrible knee
injuries.

Nox is ready for the biggest match of her career. Natalya pops
in to wish her luck.

Ricochet is given a match with Shinsuke Nakamura next week,



falls count anywhere. Of note, Drew McIntyre and Rhea Ripley
appeared to be talking in the background.

NXT Women’s Title: Becky Lynch vs. Tegan Nox

Lynch is defending. Nox takes her down to start but misses an
early kick to the face. They trade some rollups with neither
getting very far, though Lynch does seem to lose some
extensions. Some armdrags have Nox down and they’'re back up
for a stalemate. Nox kicks her out of the corner and Lynch
gets sent into some buckles.

They head outside with Lynch’s arm getting banged up again,
allowing Nox to get two back inside. We take a break and come
back with Lynch snapping off a suplex for two. Nox’s high
crossbody gets the same but Lynch throws her down into a
failed cross armbreaker attempt. Nox sends her into the corner
for the reverse cannonball, followed b a kick to the head.

Lynch gets tied in the Tree of Woe for a regular Cannonball
and another near fall. A cross armbreaker doesn’t work for Nox
either and Lynch is up with a missile dropkick for two of her
own. The Manhandle Slam and Disarm-Her are blocked and Nox
gets a rollup for two. The Disarm-Her goes on this time though
and Nox has to tap at 14:29.

Rating: B. They’'re doing something interesting here with Lynch
being the fighting champion who helps give a bunch of people
their best match to date. That'’s similar to the John Cena US
Open Challenges from back in the date and it’'s working well.
Lynch is going to drop the title in a big deal but she gave
Nox and Tiffany Stratton a nice platform on the way there.
Good match here, with Nox getting in a lot.

Post match, respect is shown.

Indi Hartwell and Candice LeRae are in Adam Pearce’s office
when Rhea Ripley comes in to throw them out. She needs to make
an example of Shayna Baszler next week so Pearce needs to make



it happen.

Natalya, Kayden Carter and Katana Chance console Tegan Nox
after their loss when Piper Niven and Chelsea Green come in to
mock her. Green and Natalya go face to face, with Niven doing
the threatening. Natalya vs. Niven is made for next week.

Here’s what’'s coming next week.

Drew McIntyre gets in Jey Uso’s face and Uso is ready to go.
Sami Zayn plays peacemaker again. With McIntyre gone, Uso says
he appreciates Zayn having his back but it’'s go time tonight.
Zayn doesn’t have to be told twice.

Video on Ludwig Kaiser of all people.

Tag Team Titles: Cody Rhodes/Jey Uso vs. Sami Zayn/Kevin Owens

Zayn/Owens are challenging. Sami and Cody start things off but
we get an early four way staredown to take us to a quick
break. Back with Sami getting frustrated as Uso comes in,
meaning it’s off to Owens. Everything breaks down and the four
way brawl is on outside. They break it up before the double
DQ/countout but the fight goes outside again and we take
another break.

Back again with Owens and Uso trading superkicks until they
both make tags. Sami Blue Thunder Bombs Cody for two and they
both need a breather. Cross Rhodes gives Cody two with Owens
making the save. Owens and Uso come back in to trade
superkicks again with Uso getting the better of things. The
Superfly Splash misses though and Owens hits the Stunner, with
Cody having to make the save this time. Owens drops Uso and
goes up but the Swanton hits raised knees. The elevated Cody
Cutter drops Owens and the champs retain at 21:09.

Rating: B. This got a lot of time, though a good chunk of that
was taken away due to the commercials. What matters here
though is having a heck of a showdown and Cody and Uso getting



a big win to make it clear that they’'re legitimate champions,
at least for the time being. Good main event here, and we’'re
likely going to be in for another big match next week against
Judgment Day.

We get another preview of next week’s show.

Sami shakes the champs’ hands and Owens shakes Cody’'s hand. He
gives Uso an aggressive handshake to end the show.

Overall Rating: B. Pretty nice show overall here, with good
wrestling up and down and stuff being set up for both next
week as well as Crown Jewel. I'm curious to see where some of
these things go and that is a good sign at the end of a show.
It can be hard to come off of a not so important pay per view
but at least they’re off to a strong start on the way to Crown
Jewel and then Survivor Series. Nice work this week.

Results

Ivar b. Kofi Kingston — Moonsault

Raquel Rodriguez b. Nia Jax via DQ when Rhea Ripley interfered
Bronson Reed b. Ricochet and Chad Gable — Tsunami to Ricochet
Drew McIntyre b. JD McDonagh — Claymore

Becky Lynch b. Tegan Nox — Disarm-Her

Cody Rhodes/Jey Uso b. Sami Zayn/Kevin Owens — Cody 1D to
Owens

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND


http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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