
Monday Night Raw – November
20, 2023: Wait….Who?
Monday Night Raw
Date: November 20, 2023
Location: Van Andel Arena, Grand Rapids, Michigan
Commentators: Michael Cole, Wade Barrett

It’s  the  final  Raw  before  Survivor  Series  and  that  means
WarGames needs an advantage. As luck would have it, that’s the
big featured match this week as a member from each team will
face to see who gets the advantage at Survivor Series. Other
than that, it’s probably going to be a lot of final pushes
towards the show so let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

We open with a recap of last week’s main event, where Drew
McIntyre cost Cody Rhodes and Jey Uso the Tag Team Titles as
part of an alliance with Judgment Day. Cody and pals are going
to need some backup of their own.

Here is Drew McIntyre for a chat, saying he isn’t Dominik
Mysterio so the people will listen to him talk. No one is more
upset about what he did last week than he is. If you turned on
him, you were never a fan in the first place and he doesn’t
care about you. Last week he looked Jey Uso in the face and
then laid him out, which is more than Jey ever did for him.
Yeah Cody Rhodes was caught in the crossfire but Cody brought
Jey to Raw. McIntyre rants about Clash At The Castle again
before clarifying that he has NOT joined Judgment Day but
he’ll team with them at WarGames.

Rhea Ripley let him have Jey in a cage…and here is Jey to
interrupt. Jey says McIntyre needs to let it go but here is
Judgment Day to back things up. Seth Rollins, Cody Rhodes and
Sami Zayn come out to even a lot of this up but Adam Pearce
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says  WarGames  is  on  Saturday.  If  anyone  throws  the  first
punch, their team automatically loses the advantage. Pearce
says Cody and company need a fifth team member tonight and by
9:00 (about 50 minutes from now), they need to decide on their
participants in the advantage match.

Post break, Damian Priest and Rhea Ripley chat about Drew
McIntyre being added to the team. Priest likes the move, but
she should have consulted with him because he’s the leader
going into WarGames. Ripley gets that and they seem cool.
Priest also thinks he should be in the advantage match, but
she says they should wait for Drew. Works for Priest as well.

Nia Jax vs. Raquel Rodriguez

Rodriguez charges into the corner and hammers away to start
but a release Rock Bottom puts her back down. Jax is knocked
outside but manages a posting as we take a break. Back with
Jax grabbing a chinlock until Rodriguez powers up. Her back
gives out though and Jax hits a backsplash to crush her again.
The Annihilator is countered into a powerbomb attempt but the
back gives out a second time. Now the Annihilator can finish
for Jax at 9:03.

Rating: C. The commercial in the middle hurt this a good bit
as we really just saw a bunch of Jax cutting Rodriguez off and
then sitting on her chest for the pin. That’s the kind of
monster Jax is and in theory it’s setting up a showdown with
Ripley for the title. While that might make sense on paper, it
doesn’t make for the most interesting match as Jax is….well
she’s Jax.

Video on Xia Li.

Judgment Day, now with Drew McIntyre, has a chat about the
advantage match. McIntyre and Damian Priest don’t see eye to
eye on this, but Priest eventually relents. Priest even tells
McIntyre to go show his worth.



We look at how the women’s WarGames match was set up.

Cody  Rhodes  and  company  aren’t  sure  who  should  face  Drew
McIntyre but Jey Uso wants to hurt him most and gets the
match. With that out of the way, they still need a fifth
member and apparently Smackdown guys are NOT off limits. Cody
has an old friend he can call as well.

Becky Lynch vs. Xia Li

Lynch takes her down without much trouble to start and snaps
off some armdrags. Li gets in a shot in the corner but Lynch
sends her outside without much trouble. A kick to the face
knocks Lynch off the apron though and we take a break. Back
with Lynch unloading with forearms and managing to knock her
into the corner.

The Bexploder gets two but Li is back with a spinning kick to
the back for two of her own. The Manhandle Slam is blocked so
Lynch goes for a cross armbreaker but Li slips out again. Li
grabs something like a torture rack airplane spin for a crash
and two, followed by some choking in the corner.

Another trip to the top is countered into a superplex to give
Lynch two more, with Barrett saying this is a Wrestlemania
main event. No. The Manhandle Slam is blocked and Li manages
the big spinning kick to send Lynch outside. Lynch is back up
and gets in a posting but the both beat the count back in. A
quick Manhandle Slam finishes for Lynch at 13:38.

Rating: B-. While I wouldn’t have had a #1 contender to the
NXT Women’s Title take a clean loss, Li got in a lot here and
made Lynch work for it. There isn’t much shame in losing to
Lynch, though it would have been nice to not do it the night
before Li challenges for the title. Anyway, good match here
and pretty easily the best of Li’s career.

Post match Damage CTRL and the rest of Becky’s team come in
for the brawl until referees break it up.



Ludwig  Kaiser  and  Giovanni  Vinci  argue  in  the  back,  with
Kaiser telling him to stay here while Kaiser takes care of
Johnny Gargano.

Video on Zoey Stark.

Ludwig Kaiser vs. Johnny Gargano

Tommaso Ciampa is here with Gargano. Kaiser chops away in the
corner to start but Gargano snaps off a running hurricanrana.
They trade kicks to the head in the corner with Kaiser being
knocked outside. Gargano’s big dive is cut off though and we
take a break. Back with Kaiser punching One Final Beat out of
the air but getting caught with the slingshot spear instead.

Gargano kicks him in the head and grabs a middle rope spinning
Downward Spiral for two more. The rolling kick to the head is
cut off and a tilt-a-whirl faceplant gives Kaiser his own near
fall. A Death Valley Driver connects on Gargano but here is
Giovanni  Vinci  to  distract  Kaiser.  Said  distraction  lets
Gargano hit One Final beat for the pin at 9:53.

Rating: C+. The back and forth between these guys continues
but  the  issues  for  Imperium  are  making  things  more
interesting.  While  Gunther  doesn’t  need  them  to  win,  the
underlings having their own problems might come back to cause
him trouble later on. For now though, I can go with Gargano
winning, though unless DIY wins the blowoff match between the
teams, it might not matter much.

Earlier today, a bunch of teams argued over the next Women’s
Tag Team Title match so it’s a four way #1 contenders match
tonight. Chelsea Green is going to call Nick Aldis about this.
Adam Pearce: “Tell him I say hi.”

Rhea Ripley and Dominik Mysterio run into Shayna Baszler and
Zoey Stark, sitting in the Judgment Day’s clubhouse. Stark
loves all of the decorations, especially the Women’s Title.
Ripley kind of respects the guts it took to do this, but the



beating is coming at Survivor Series.

Candice LeRae/Indi Hartwell vs. Tegan Nox/Natalya vs. Maxxine
Dupri/Ivy Nile vs. Kayden Carter/Katana Chance

Chelsea Green and Piper Niven are on commentary. Natalya and
Nile start things off as Green things Cole’s first name is
Matthew. Nile dropkicks Natalya into the corner and hands it
off to Dupri, who actually takes Natalya down. Nile comes back
in and gets Russian legsweept but Hartwell tags herself in to
take over.

The rapid fire tags continue and everything breaks down, with
Chance  and  Carter  taking  over.  Nox  and  Natalya  are  sent
outside so Carter can dive onto a bunch of people. Dupri hits
her own dive and poses as we take a break. Back with Chance
striking away at Natalya, who Michinoku Drivers her for two.

Nile powerbombs Nox and Natalya out of the corner, allowing
Carter to flip Chance onto both of them for two more. Maxxine
comes in to clean house, setting up a Caterpillar to Nox. A
bridging suplex gives Maxxine two so Nile and Maxxine hit a
double suplex to drop Nox again. Maxxine goes up top for a
high crossbody but Nox rolls through for the pin at 11:45.

Rating: C+. This was pretty much all about Maxxine and she did
well enough as the fun star who is playing above her skills.
I’m not sure I would have had her take the pin when there were
so many others out there, but at least Nox and Natalya have a
bit of a history together. The action was what you would
expect for a four way tag match, but at least one of the
better (I guess?) options won.

Gunther isn’t pleased with Ludwig Kaiser and thinks maybe he
should have put Giovanni Vinci in charge instead.

A bunch of tag teams argue over who should get a Tag Team
Title shot so Adam Pearce makes Tag Team Turmoil for next
week. Akira Tozawa comes in for the comedy. With the teams



gone, Nick Aldis pops up to talk with Pearce.

Here is Miz for a chat about Gunther. Miz has been called the
underdog…and here is Gunther to interrupt. Gunther doesn’t
like him and doesn’t think anything of Miz, but Miz talks
about the past Intercontinental Champions he loved as a kid
(Savage, Michaels, Rude, Hart). He worked and tried for twenty
years to become what they were because they’re memorable and
not a one note robot like Gunther.

Miz will do whatever it takes to survive and win because that
is what he does. He is tired of the disrespect and is ready to
beat a lesson into Gunther. That sounds good to Gunther, but
he sees it differently. Miz was a fan who got made fun of
because  he  loved  wrestling  so  he  tried  to  get  into  the
business. Then other wrestlers bullied him because he doesn’t
belong in this sport. Instead, he belongs behind the barricade
with other weirdos like these people.

The fans chant USA, which Gunther mocks before saying Miz
hasn’t been bullied enough. Gunther gets in his face and tells
Mike to stand up for himself so Miz slugs away…and is promptly
booted down. Gunther mocks him with the title so Miz kicks him
low and hits the Skull Crushing Finale. Cole: “DO IT FOR ALL
OF US WEIRDOS MIZ!” This was a heck of a promo battle as Miz
can still talk with just about anyone. You don’t get that from
Gunther very often but he more than held up his end here and
sold the story of the match.

Seth Rollins gives Jey Uso a pep talk.

Ivar and Valhalla want revenge on Bronson Reed next week.

Shinsuke Nakamura vs. Chad Gable

The rest of Alpha Academy is here too. They go with the
grappling to start until Nakamura kicks him into the corner.
Gable fights back up and dumps him to the floor as we take a
break. Back with Nakamura in control and grabbing a chinlock.



That’s broken up so Nakamura elbows him into the corner and
hits a kick to the face for two.

Kinshasa is countered into Chaos Theory for two and a dragon
suplex drops Nakamura again. Gable’s moonsault hits raised
boots but he’s able to get the ankle lock. Nakamura makes the
rope as Cole says Kurt Angle made the ankle lock famous. Back
up and Gable has to stop himself from going into an exposed
buckle, allowing Nakamura to roll him up for the pin at 12:22.

Rating: B-. there are instances where you know a match is
going to be good if the people involved are given the chance
to make it work and that was the case here. Gable as a more
serious  amateur  style  wrestler  works  well  and  Nakamura’s
striking balanced it out nicely. They had a good match as
Nakamura’s star continues to rise, though I have no idea where
they’re going with him.

Damian Priest tells Drew McIntyre to not blow it.

Bronson Reed is in for next week because Ivar is a cosplayer
instead of a true warrior.

Survivor Series rundown.

Video on WarGames.

Sami Zayn couldn’t get anyone from Smackdown, but Cody Rhodes’
friend  answered  the  phone  and  he’s  in.  His  partners  are
thrilled.

Jey Uso vs. Drew McIntyre

For the WarGames advantage. They slug it out to start with
McIntyre getting the better of things. An elbow to the face
gives McIntyre two but Uso fights back and they head outside
as we take a break. Back with McIntyre slugging away in the
corner but getting kicked in the head for his efforts. A high
crossbody gives Uso two and they head outside again, this time
with McIntyre ramming him into various things.



Uso’s head gets crushed against the post and McIntyre gets to
taunt him a bit. McIntyre tosses him over the announcers’
table and we take a break. Back again with Uso taking McIntyre
down as Cole goes over the rules of WarGames. Uso misses a
discus lariat though and gets neckbreakered down. The Claymore
is cut off by a superkick to give Uso two but McIntyre is back
with Futureshock for the clean pin at 18:34.

Rating: B-. Well that was abrupt. The match went long and then
just ended with a clean pin. It’s not a bad thing but you see
it so rarely that it’s almost hard to process. The villains
getting the advantage is WarGames 101 though and thankfully
WWE understood that this year. Good main event, though it
never really got to a higher level.

Post match Judgment Day comes in for the beatdown but Cody
Rhodes and company come in with chairs for the ring clearing
save. Cody gets the mic and says they have a fifth member.
It’s someone Cody has a LEGACY with (the fans really like that
one) and no they’re not prey, because they have the APEX
PREDATOR.

You’re not just hearing voices inside your head because the
people are right. And…..no one comes out to end the show. I
guess that’s about as much of a confirmation as you can get,
but Cody never said a name. Granted saying the people are
right is about as much of a guarantee as you can get, but that
was a really weird ending.

Overall Rating: C+. I’m not sure what to think of this show as
this was about two parts of the same WarGames match. They
covered the advantage, but they only kind of covered the fifth
member reveal. I mean, unless there is some huge swerve coming
at  Survivor  Series  they’re  fine,  but  it  wasn’t  exactly  a
smooth ending. The rest of the show was pretty much right in
the middle, without much stuff that really mattered. Miz and
Gunther were good, but this was about WarGames and what we got
was a bit off. Then again, none of that matters after Saturday



and the show is built up well enough.

Results
Nia Jax b. Raquel Rodriguez – Annihilator
Becky Lynch b. Xia Li – Manhandle Slam
Johnny Gargano b. Ludwig Kaiser – One Final Beat
Natalya/Tegan  Nox  b.  Kayden  Carter/Katana  Chance,  Maxxine
Dupri/Ivy Nile and Indi Hartwell/Candice LeRae – Rollup to
Dupri
Shinsuke Nakamura b. Chad Gable – Rollup
Drew McIntyre b. Jey Uso – Futureshock

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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