
Collision – December 9, 2023:
They Can Do Good TV
Collision
Date: December 9, 2023
Location: Bell Centre, Montreal, Quebec, Canada
Commentators: Kevin Kelly, Nigel McGuinness, Tony Schiavone

The road to Worlds End continues as we have more Continental
Classic  matches  to  cover.  That  should  be  enough  to  carry
things through the week but some other things need to be set
up for the pay per view aside from just one title match. There
is a chance we could see something like that covered this
week. Let’s get to it.

Here is Dynamite you need a recap.

Ethan Page, Kenny Omega, Bryan Danielson, Andrade El Idolo,
Claudio Castagnoli and Eddie Kingston are ready to fight.

Opening sequence.

Continental Classic Blue League: Eddie Kingston vs. Claudio
Castagnoli

Kingston hits the spinning backfist and Saito suplex to send
Castagnoli to the floor early. Back in and a northern lights
bomb gives Kingston two but Castagnoli is right back with the
Neutralizer for two of his own. A running double stomp hits
Kingston and it’s the Swing into a Sharpshooter. With that
broken up, Castagnoli unloads with some forearms in the corner
for two before cutting off a comeback with a clothesline.

Boots to the face in the corner keep Kingston in trouble as
the beating continues. A top rope superplex gives Castagnoli
two as we take a break. Back with Castagnoli grabbing a suplex
for two and telling Kingston to do more. Kingston does just
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that by nailing some suplexes for two. The rapid fire chops in
the corner and a lariat give Kingston two more but he can’t
get the stretch plum.

Something like a powerbomb gives Castagnoli two and we hit the
crossface. Kingston makes the rope and escapes the Riccola
Bomb as well, only to get blasted by an uppercut for two.
Kingston gets in a hard shot of his own for a very close two
with  three  minutes  left  in  the  time  limit.  The  spinning
backfist looks to set up a powerbomb but Castagnoli reverses
into a hurricanrana, which is reversed into a sunset flip to
give Kingston the upset pin at 18:03. Castagnoli’s stunned
face is great.

Rating:  B.  These  two  work  well  together  and  that  was  on
display again here, as they had a hard hitting match. The
rollup  finish  makes  sense  as  Castagnoli  tried  to  use  his
better skills to escape, only to get caught by Kingston’s
wrestling for once. That’s not something I would have expected
and we wound up with a good ending to a very awesome match.

Blue League Standings
Bryan Danielson – 6 points (3 matches remaining)
Brody King – 6 points (3 matches remaining)
Andrade El Idolo – 3 points (5 matches remaining)
Eddie Kingston – 3 points (2 matches remaining)
Claudio Castagnoli – 3 points (2 matches remaining)
Daniel Garcia – 0 points (2 matches remaining)

Jon Moxley says he wasn’t scared of Rush. It was a hard match
but no, he wasn’t scared. Swerve Strickland is going to be a
hard match too but Strickland is going to be in over his head.
Pack a lunch.

Hook is interrupted by Wheeler Yuta, who brags about beating
Hook last week. Yuta says he can beat Hook under either set of
rules so we’ll do it under FTW rules. Works for Hook.

Willow Nightingale vs. Mercedes Martinez



Martinez has Diamante with her. They take turns powering the
others  into  the  corner  until  Martinez  stomps  her  down.
Nightingale is back up for some clotheslines against the ropes
and a backsplash sends Martinez outside. Diamante offers a
distraction though, allowing Martinez to send Nightingale into
the barricade. A DDT off the barricade plants Nightingale and
takes us to a break.

Back with Nightingale rolling some suplexes and getting two
off  a  bulldog.  The  cannonball  gives  Nightingale  two  but
another Diamante distraction lets Martinez grab a fisherman’s
buster  for  her  own  near  falls.  Some  Saito  suplexes  plant
Nightingale again and Martinez hits something like a Razor’s
Edge  Dominator…and  is  quickly  small  packaged  to  give
Nightingale  the  pin  at  9:47.

Rating:  C+.  Slightly  ridiculous  ending  aside,  Nightingale
winning here was the right call. She needs a win to get her
back to some prominence and Martinez can help make anyone look
good. It might not have been a classic, but it did what it
needed to accomplish with some good action at the same time.
What more could you need?

Post match Martinez and Diamante stomp Nightingale down and
it’s time for a small ladder. Diamante grabs a lead pipe but
Kris Statlander makes the save with a chain.

Jake Hager interrupts Matt Menard and Angelo Parker (hometown
boys) to rant about Danhausen putting Hager’s hat down his
pants. With Hager gone, Parker and Menard go off about how
they have always wanted to be here. Saraya, Anna Jay and Ruby
Soho come in to yell at the guys, though Soho seems pleased
with Parker. The guys leave so Saraya yells at Soho, who faces
Riho next week.

Swerve Strickland says he is the leader of this company no
matter what and he’ll be World Champion. First up though it’s
the Continental Classic so he hopes Jon Moxley is ready. The



level of confidence is rising and it’s pretty awesome.

Wardlow vs. Willie Mack

Mack goes for a double leg to start and is easily powered
away. A dropkick staggers Mack but a missed charge puts him on
the floor. Mack’s dive only bounces off of him but Mack trips
him down inside. The standing moonsault gets two but Mack’s
hurricanrana  is  countered  into  a  powerbomb.  The  wind  up
clothesline sets up the powerbomb for the referee stoppage at
3:14.

Rating: C+. This is how you bring Wardlow up to the top level
again, as he is still smashing people but he’s moving up the
ladder  with  better  competition.  That  is  a  story  that  has
worked for years, but at the end of the day, it isn’t going to
matter if AEW cuts his legs out again. For now, things are
working, but we’ll have to see where it goes.

Video on the House of Black wanting FTR to join the team.

We look at Ricky Starks and Big Bill hurting Chris Jericho’s
arm.

Kenny Omega vs. Ethan Page

Page has a banged up arm coming in. They shake hands to start
with Omega hitting a running shoulder, only to have Page come
back with some right hands in the corner. Omega knocks him to
the floor but the dive takes way too long, allowing Page to
come back in with a springboard cutter. They go outside again
with Omega being whipped into the barricade, only to moonsault
off of some barricade to take Page down.

The Kitaro Crusher gets two on Page back inside but he’s fine
enough for a suplex over the top and out to the floor in a
nasty crash. We take a break and come back with Omega hitting
a  powerbomb  into  the  V  Trigger  for  two.  Page  manages  an
Iconoclasm into a DDT for two of his own and they both need a



breather.

Omega can’t quite hit You Can’t Escape but he can hit a pair
of snapdragons (Schiavone: “Man he snaps those off.”). They
head up top, where Page grabs a super powerslam for two more
as things slow down a bit. The One Winged Angel is broken up
and an exchange of rolls ups gets two each. Some V Triggers
rock Page and the One Winged Angel gives Omega the pin at
12:38.

Rating: B-. Here’s a good example of Tony Khan doing self-
inflicted damage (no this isn’t some game changer). One of the
biggest matches at Final Battle is Ethan Page vs. Tony Nese.
Page faces Kenny Omega six days prior on Collision and loses
clean. Why did that need to happen? Of course Page shouldn’t
be beating Omega, but why book someone set for a big pay per
view match in a meaningless match here? Is a battle of two
Canadians in Montreal that important? The match was good, but
it had almost no build and just came and went, with Page’s
status taking a hit on the way to Final Battle.

Post match here is Big Bill to boot Omega in the face. Page
chases him off.

CJ Perry hypes up Andrade El Idolo against Bryan Danielson
tonight. Miro comes in to ask when Perry last said so many
good things about him. He is the breadwinner and she stays at
home. When his father caught the fish, his mother cleaned
them! Once the tournament is over, El Idolo is done. So Miro
is now a full on heel and rather misogynistic. Got it.

Julia Hart is ready for Abadon.

Komander/Penta El Zero Miedo vs. Matt Menard/Angelo Parker

The fans go nuts for Menard and Parker in a nice moment. We
get a DADDY MAGIC chant as he waits for Penta to take off his
glove. Instead Penta takes him into the corner for a kick to
the head and it’s off to Parker, who kicks Komander in the



face. Komander fights up with the kicks to the face and it’s
an  assisted  dropkick  in  the  corner.  The  double  dives  are
broken up though and we take a break.

Back with Penta cleaning house and sliding to the floor for
stereo superkicks. Parker slugs away at Penta, who knocks him
right back down. Menard is back in with a Boston crab but
Penta makes the save. An assisted Codebreaker gets two on
Komander but a shooting star spike Fear Factor finishes Parker
at 10:01.

Rating: C+. The result doesn’t quite matter here as Menard and
Parker just getting to show up at an event like this is a cool
moment. Seeing them get that kind of a reaction was awesome
and you could see how much it meant to them. I’m not quite
sure how much Komander and Penta needed the win, but it’s
hardly some terrible result.

Video on Keith Lee vs. Shane Taylor at Final Battle.

Here’s what’s coming on various shows.

Video on the upcoming Continental Classic matches.

Continental Classic Blue League: Bryan Danielson vs. Andrade
El Idolo

We  get  a  handshake  to  start  before  they  fight  over  a
wristlock. A test of strength results in Danielson getting a
monkey flip so Andrade grabs a headlock. Commentary points out
that the forearm is going around the eye in a nice touch, even
as Danielson fights up with some kicks. A few dragon screw
legwhips take Danielson down but he sends Andrade to the floor
as we take a break.

Back  with  Andrade  hammering  away  at  the  eye  but  getting
backdropped to the floor. Andrade is right back in with a
Figure  our.  That’s  broken  up  so  Andrade  puts  Danielson
(bleeding from the eye) on the top for a superplex. Danielson



cuts it off with some headbutts (the man isn’t that bright)
and a missile dropkick drops Andrade again. The YES Kicks rock
Andrade but the LeBell Lock is broken up. Danielson blocks the
Figure Four attempt and knocks Andrade down again for a needed
breather.

They slug it out until Andrade gets him in an inverted Gory
Stretch  and  drives  Danielson  into  the  corner.  Danielson
crotches him on top and grabs a belly to back superplex. The
LeBell Lock sends Andrade to the ropes and the spinning back
elbow gives Andrade two. They slug it out again with three
minutes  left  and  Andrade  knocks  him  into  the  corner.  The
running knees to the back connect and Danielson is mostly out.
The hammerlock DDT finishes clean for Andrade at 18:23.

Rating: B+. These guys beat the fire out of each other and the
eye injury played into everything as well. Danielson is still
the major star around here and the key player in the whole
tournament but he had to lose at some point. Andrade continues
his recent roll, which is likely going to come to a crashing
end at the hands of Miro. For now though, heck of a match and
the clean win is a big deal for Andrade.

Blue League Standings
Andrade El Idolo – 6 points (4 matches remaining)
Brody King – 6 points (3 matches remaining)
Bryan Danielson – 6 points (2 matches remaining)
Eddie Kingston – 3 points (2 matches remaining)
Claudio Castagnoli – 3 points (2 matches remaining)
Daniel Garcia – 0 points (2 matches remaining)

Medics come out to check on Danielson, with the Blackpool
Combat  Club  coming  in  to  get  rid  of  Andrade  (who  was
concerned)  to  end  the  show.

Overall Rating: B+. This was one of the better AEW TV shows in
a good while with a pair of rather awesome matches. You don’t
get that kind of thing on free TV very often and the effort



was clearly a bit higher tonight. The tournament matches are
still holding strong and I want to see how they go, though
having some other things get a bit more time would be nice.
For now though, one of the best Collisions yet and a rather
good night.

Results
Eddie Kingston b. Claudio Castagnoli – Sunset flip
Willow Nightingale b. Mercedes Martinez – Small package
Wardlow b. Willie Mack via referee stoppage
Kenny Omega b. Ethan Page – One Winged Angel
Komander/Penta El Zero Miedo b. Matt Menard/Angelo Parker –
Spike Fear Factor to Parker
Andrade El Idolo b. Bryan Danielson – Hammerlock DDT

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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