Collision — January 20, 2024:
They're Getting Good Again

Collision

Date: January 20, 2024

Location: Chaifetz Arena, St. Louis, Missouri

Commentators: Tony Schiavone, Kevin Kelly, Nigel McGuinness

The card is looking pretty good here as Jon Moxley is back
after his recent New Japan matches. In this case he’ll be
fighting Shane Taylor, which should be a heck of a showdown.
Other than that, we have another Adam Copeland open challenge
and that could go in a variety of directions. Let’s get to it.

Here is Dynamite if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Shane Taylor vs. Jon Moxley

Lee Moriarty is here with Taylor. They slug it out to start
with neither being able to get very far until Taylor knocks
him into the corner. A hard chop brings Moxley down but he’s
back up to trade chops. Taylor hits a running splash in the
corner and he backdrops his way out of a piledriver attempt.
They go outside with Moxley sending him into the steps as
Nigel makes a joke about how Moxley is likely about to bleed.

Moriarty gets in a cheap shot though and Taylor grabs a
chinlock back inside. Taylor misses the middle rope splash,
allowing Moxley to grab a running cutter. The King Kong Lariat
gives Moxley two but Taylor hits his own clothesline. Back up
and they trade headbutts until Taylor hits a powerbomb, only
to get pulled into a triangle choke. Taylor dead lifts his way
out, only to have Moxley elbow him in the face. Back up and
they slug it out until Moxley pulls him into the bulldog choke
for the knockout at 9:37.
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Rating: B. Sometimes you just need two guys to beat the fire
out of each other and that’s what we had here. Moxley can hang
in fights like this one and Taylor has the raw power to make
his half work too. It was an entertaining slugout and Moxley
gets to come back with a bang after a few weeks away.

Post match Moxley says this is going to be his year and if you
want to be his opponent or teammate, you better keep up.

We look at Hook vs. Samoa Joe from Dynamite.

Adam Copeland vs. Dante Martin

Copeland grabs a headlock to start but Martin is back up with
some leapfrogs into an armbar. Back up and Copeland manages to
send him outside as we take an early break. Back with Copeland
holding a headlock. Martin fights up but gets sent to the
apron, where he has to fight out of a sunset bomb to the
floor. A hurricanrana takes Copeland down as commentary thinks
Martin’s balance and equilibrium are off.

Back in and the half nelson slam is broken up but Copeland
misses the spear. Martin hits the Nose Dive for two as
Copeland has to grab the rope. Commentary says Martin has
vertigo (egads if true as that is a nightmare) as he goes up,
only to get caught on top. Martin is fine enough to hit a
sunset bomb for two but another springboard is speared out of
the air. Copeland’s Grindhouse finishes at 11:51.

Rating: B. If Martin wrestled that match with vertigo, my
goodness it’s an amazing performance. That is one of the
nastiest conditions you can have and the idea of walking in a
straight line, let alone wrestling a match, would be horrible.
For now though, this was another match where Copeland got to
go in there and have a good one against some younger star,
which makes for some interesting situations. They’re not
instant classics or anything, but Copeland wrestling a random
wrestler once a week is not a bad idea whatsoever.



Post match Tony Schiavone gets in the ring to talk to
Copeland, who wonders what he was thinking with these open
challenge. He sees a bunch of young guys going after him
instead of a veteran. They want to take a bite out of him and
there’s a lot to eat. Copeland: “I'm a five course dinner. I
don’t know what the h*** that means.” He’s coming for the TNT
Title and he’ll be champion the next time he wrestles in this
city.

Bryan Danielson and Claudio Castagnoli aren’t happy with
losing to Eddie Kingston in the Continental Classic and want
revenge in the main event.

Private Party interrupts Top Flight and Action Andretti so a
match is set up.

Queen Aminata vs. Thunder Rosa

Feeling out process to start with Aminata grabbing an armbar
and shaking her hips a bit for some mind games. They run the
ropes until Aminata drops down, allowing Rosa to cradle her
for two. Aminata hits a backbreaker for two and then drives
some knees to the ribs. Rosa is fine enough to send her
outside for a dropkick through the ropes and we take a break.

Back with Aminata kicking her in the back again, with Rosa’s
eyes bugging out. Rosa is fine enough to strike away in the
corner, setting up some running knees. A running dropkick
against the ropes sets up a northern lights suplex for two but
Aminata’s Air Raid Crash gets two. Rosa wins a kick off and
grabs the Tijuana Bomb for the pin at 9:19.

Rating: B-. This was the kind of physical win that Rosa needed
and Aminata put in a good showing. I liked the idea of
focusing on Rosa’s recently injured back as it’s a simple yet
effective way to go, but the break in the middle took away
some of the momentum they were building. At the same time,
Aminata has now had six televised matches (counting ROH) this
month alone. It’s ok to hit the brakes on her a bit.



Eddie Kingston and Ortiz are ready for Bryan Danielson and
Claudio Castagnoli tonight. Kingston doesn’t have time for
this.

Here is Bullet Club Gold, with Colten imitating the Rock’s
catchphrase and Jay White talking about being glad to be back
on Saturday. There 1is something missing though...and we have a
cardboard cutout of Juice Robinson. If you’re not down with
them, they have two words for you. Cue Billy Gunn and the
Acclaimed (minus rap for some reason) to interrupt and again
offer to form a super group. The people want to see these guys
getting some gold, which gives us a BANG BANG SCISSOR GANG
chant. Bowens gives a heck of a speech...and the Club is in!

Toni Storm admits she knows Deonna Purrazzo and threatens to
beat and eat her. Storm: “Now where is my pork dinner?”

Buddy Matthews vs. Daniel Garcia

The House Of Black and FTR are here too and Matt Menard is on
commentary. Matthews powers Garcia down to start and then
knocks him to the floor. Back in and Garcia hits a running
shoulder to put Matthews on the floor for a change. All six
get up on the apron for a staredown and we take a break.

Back with Garcia escaping a powerbomb on the apron and hitting
a piledriver to plant Matthews. They both barely beat the
count, with Garcia hammering away back inside. Garcia wraps
the knee around the post and even grabs the Hartbreaker to
make it worse. The Dragonslayer goes on but Matthews grabs the
head and slams it into the mat for the break. Matthews hits a
knee to the face into a Jackhammer for two as the fans think
this is awesome. Garcia dances at him from his knees so
Matthews grabs a powerbomb, which is reversed into a jackknife
rollup to give Garcia the pin at 11:19.

Rating: B. This is the kind of Garcia who could get somewhere,
as he's starting to figure some things out. It’s one of the
better matches he’s had and having him there to even the odds



with FTR against the House is a good idea. Keep this up and
they might have something, as long as they don’t go too far
with it too fast as they did before.

Post match the fight is on and the locker room comes in to
help break it up. The fans were WAY into this as it was a hot
fight.

Post break FTR and Daniel Garcia want a six man elimination
tag...in a cage.

Roderick Strong vs. Matt Sydal

The Kingdom is here with Strong and yes we get a Generation
Next reference. Strong pulls him into a quickly broken
surfboard to start so they grapple against the ropes. Sydal
sends him outside for a crash and we take a break. Back with
Sydal in trouble but elbowing his way out of a fireman’s
carry. Some running shots to the face take Strong down but
he’s back up with the jumping knee to the face. End of
Heartache is the end of Sydal at 8:15.

Rating: C+. They kept this going fast but there is only so
much you can get out of an eight minute match with a break in
the middle. Sydal continues to be the good hand who hang in
there with just about anyone but isn’t likely to win match.
That makes it a valuable win for Strong as he is on his way to
the International Title match at Revolution.

Eddie Kingston/Ortiz vs. Claudio Castagnoli/Bryan Danielson

Kingston and Danielson start things off with the fans not
being sure who they like more. They trade some poses and don’t
actually make any contact until nearly two minutes in. A
lockup doesn’t go anywhere so Danielson starts kicking away at
the leg. That lets Danielson pose some more until Kingston
snapmares him down for a kick to the back. Ortiz comes in for
a double suplex so it’s off to Castagnoli for the hard
uppercut.



Ortiz dropkicks them both at once but Castagnoli drops him
face first onto the buckle to cut that off fast. We take a
break and come back with Ortiz fighting out of a chinlock.
That’s not enough for the tag though as Danielson comes in to
kick at Ortiz, who says bring it. As we’'re told that the
ranking system is returning (erg), Ortiz escapes and brings
Kingston in for the showdown with Castagnoli.

Kingston fires of the machine gun chops in the corner but
Castagnoli hits a hard clothesline. Danielson adds the top
rope headbutt for two, followed by Castagnoli sending Ortiz
into the barricade. Back in and Kingston hits a quick DDT on
Danielson, allowing the tag off to Ortiz. A t-bone suplex
drops Castagnoli and Kingston hits him with a suicide dive.
Danielson manages a LeBell Lock on Ortiz, who gets over to the
ropes. That leaves Danielson to stomp away as Castagnoli holds
Kingston. The running knee gives Danielson the pin at 16:13.

Rating: B-. This was the match that got the most time but it
wasn’t quite as good as some of the other things that were on
the card. What mattered here was having Danielson get a win,
which should set him up for a title shot against Kingston down
the line. It’s a good enough main event, which says a lot when
it was one of the weaker matches on the card.

Ortiz apologizes to Kingston to end the show.

Overall Rating: B+. There was more than enough good to very
good action here to make this one of the better Collisions in
awhile. This show felt a bit more straightforward as you had
wrestlers in feuds and matches that advanced those feuds. That
is what AEW has tended to shine and it’s nice to see them
doing it again here. Pretty awesome show this week as
Collision is starting to get back to what works.

Results
Jon Moxley b. Shane Taylor — Bulldog choke
Adam Copeland b. Dante Martin — Grindhouse



Thunder Rosa b. Queen Aminata — Tijuana Bomb

Daniel Garcia b. Buddy Matthews — Jackknife rollup

Roderick Strong b. Matt Sydal — End Of Heartache

Bryan Danielson/Claudio Castagnoli b. Eddie Kingston/Ortiz -
Running knee to Ortiz

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of
your wrestling headline needs.
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