
NXT  –  February  20,  2024:
They’re  Nailing  The  Little
Things
NXT
Date: February 20, 2024
Location: Capitol Wrestling Center, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Byron Saxton, Vic Joseph

We’re taped this week and there is a guest star in the main
event, with Smackdown’s Shotzi challenging Lyra Valkyria for
the Women’s Title. Other than that, we have new Tag Team
Champions in Baron Corbin and Smackdown’s Bron Breakker and
they are going to need some challengers. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

North American Title: Oba Femi vs. Lexis King

Femi is defending and we’re starting fast with both of them in
the ring without entrances. King avoids a charge in the corner
and hits an elbow to the face, followed by some kicks to the
chest. That just earns him a choke shove to the floor, where
Femi misses a charge into the post. Back in and King cranks
away on the arm as we see Mr. Stone leaving Von Wagner because
he wants to watch in person. King stays on the arm until Stone
comes  to  ringside,  earning  himself  a  hard  shove.  The
distraction lets Femi get in a heck of a backdrop, setting up
the pop up powerbomb to retain at 3:59.

Rating: C. They kept this short and to the point, which is
what you should be doing with someone as inexperienced as
Femi.  He  has  pretty  much  no  experience  at  this  point  so
letting him do his basics and stay down while King works on
his arm is a good move. The ending keeps King vs. Wagner/Stone
going while giving Femi another win, which isn’t bad for a
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match that didn’t even last four minutes.

Thea  Hail  hasn’t  heard  from  Riley  Osborne  since  their
Valentine’s Day date but Arianna Grace comes in to mock her
for not letting Osborne do everything for her. Jacy Jayne
doesn’t want to hear this and tells Grace to stay out of this.

Lyra Valkyria checks on Tatum Paxley, who offers to thank her
for last week. She’ll even attack Shotzi with a baseball bat!
Valkyria wants her to just stay here instead, with Paxley
saying she can do that.

Here  are  Baron  Corbin  and  Bron  Breakker  for  their  big
celebration. Breakker can’t believe how far they’ve come since
No Mercy, with Corbin bringing up beating Breakker back then.
They seem to like the team name of Spear Of Days but here is
Chase U (complete with Andre Chase having gotten a haircut) to
interrupt.  They  want  the  titles  back  because  this  is  a
TEACHABLE MOMENT.

Chase U were promised a title shot from the previous champs
but here are Nathan Frazer and Axiom to interrupt. Frazer says
the previous agreement is gone but Duke Hudson doesn’t want to
hear it. Corbin and Breakker tell the two teams to figure this
out, which brings out Ava to make the #1 contenders match for
later tonight. They kept this short and that is the right way
to go.

Roxanne Perez is ready to beat up Wren Sinclair, who shouldn’t
just be happy to be here. Perez continues to lean towards the
evil side.

We get another weird vignette talking about how the person
will be a mirror to truth.

Roxanne Perez vs. Wren Sinclair

Perez takes her up against the ropes to start and they fall
out  to  the  floor  with  Perez  hammering  away.  Back  in  and



Sinclair grabs a spinning belly to back suplex for two, only
to get knocked outside again. Perez starts in on the arm and
wrenches away back inside. The chinlock goes on until Sinclair
rolls her way out and makes the clothesline comeback. Another
arm crank cuts her off though and Pop Rox sets up a crossface
to make Sinclair tap at 4:19.

Rating: C. Sinclair has been dropped into NXT and is already
fitting in rather well. She is doing well enough in the ring
and already seems to be involved in some stories. That is
better than most newcomers do this quickly so she is off to a
nice start. On the other hand you have Perez leaning towards
being a heel and that is already doing well, which is kind of
surprising given her smaller stature.

Meta Four is ready for tonight when the No Quarter Catch Crew
interrupts. Noam Dar is willing to give them a title shot but
wants to know who it is. That isn’t happening though because
the Catch Clause says the challenger is announced in the ring
next week.

Josh Briggs vs. Brooks Jensen

They trade shoulders to start until Briggs sends him into the
corner to take over. Jensen is right back with clotheslines
and chops in the corner but Briggs sends him outside. That’s
fine with Jensen, who slugs away and takes it back inside for
a running faceplant. They go back to the floor with Jensen
sending him into the barricade and stomping away with quite
the aggression.

We take a break and come back with Briggs hammering him down
in the corner Briggs says he’s doing this for Jensen, who hits
him in the face for a breather. Jensen scores with a superkick
and a missile dropkick gets two. Back up and Briggs kicks him
in the face, setting up a chokeslam for two of his own. They
slug it out from their knees until Jensen hits a spinning heel
kick to the face. Briggs has had it with this and hits a pair



of hard running clotheslines for the pin at 11:01.

Rating: B. This is a good example of a match that worked well
because  of  the  story  behind  it.  They  were  having  a  hard
hitting match, but the important factor is there is a reason
to care about them fighting. You don’t get that very often and
it made things that much more interesting. Nice fight here and
Briggs gets a hard fought win.

Post match Briggs says he did this for Jensen and he loves
him.

Dijak comes to see Joe Gacy, who is in a straitjacket. Gacy
says Dijak can’t stop him so Dijak offers some threats. Luca
Crusifino comes in to say this is illegal but Dijak doesn’t
care.

Carmelo Hayes goes to the barber shop and talks about how this
is where it all started with Trick Williams. He didn’t get too
big for his own boots and he wanted Williams to experience
everything he could. But then Williams tried to become the #1
guy in NXT. Williams could have been #3, #5 or even #2 behind
Hayes but then he went too far. Hayes knew it was coming so he
attacked him first. So wherever Williams is, he should stay
there, because he has nothing to talk about when it comes to
the NXT Title. This heel turn continues to be as logical of a
story as there is in wrestling right now.

Arianna Grace vs. Jacy Jayne

Jayne has Jazmyn Nyx and Thea Hail with her. They fight over
arm  control  to  start  until  Grace  runs  her  over  with  a
shoulder. Grace gets knocked to the floor for her efforts and
Jayne hits a hard clothesline back inside. A backsplash gives
Jayne two but Grace is back with a slam and elbow for two. The
armbar goes on but Jayne is right back up to send Grace
outside again. Nyx gets in a cheap shot and Jayne hits the big
forearm for the pin at 3:19.



Rating: C. This was about getting Nyx involved as Jayne is
still evil compared to Hail, who is still rather wholesome.
That could lead to an interesting predicament for Hail, which
very well could lead to her going back to the full Chase U
style. Grace continues to be a pest, but at least she isn’t
winning a bunch of matches.

Tony D’Angelo says the Family is going in a new direction and
it’s time for him to really be the Don. That means the Tag
Team Titles aren’t the focus right now.

We get a sitdown interview with Ridge Holland, who isn’t done
with Gallus. Next week, he’ll be apologizing for what he did
with a chair last week. Holland walks off.

Chase U vs. Axiom/Nathan Frazer

For the #1 contendership and the women of Chase U run into the
men on the way in. Jacy Jayne doesn’t seem happy with Andre
Chase and Riley Osborne gives Thea Hail a bit of a weird look.
Chase  and  Axiom  fight  over  arm  control  to  start  before
grappling down to the mat. Stereo dropkick attempts give us a
stalemate so it’s off to Hudson to work on Frazer’s arm. A
hard shoulder drops Frazer again and it’s back to Axiom vs.
Chase. Everything breaks down and Chase U is sent outside for
the big dives as we take a break.

Back with Chase still in trouble until he catches Frazer with
a Side Effect. Hudson comes in to clean house but his Razor’s
Edge is broken up. Frazer hits a missile dropkick and Axiom’s
top rope Spanish Fly gets two. Hudson is back up to clean
house and Chase comes back in to get a rollup pin on Frazer at
11:27.

Rating: B-. I could go for Chase U being treated as something
more serious and hopefully we are getting away from the rather
insane  gambling  ordeal.  I’m  not  sure  I  can  imagine  them
getting the Tag Team Titles back but getting a clean win is a
nice way to start. Axiom and Frazer are still capable of



working well with just about anyone and that is a great thing
to have.

Post match the OC of all people come in to wreck both teams.
Well it’s better than yelling at AJ Styles about the old days.
I think.

Ilja Dragunov is willing to give Carmelo Hayes an NXT Title
shot at Roadblock, as long as Hayes will meet him face to face
next week. Dragunov is coming for Hayes’ soul.

Thea Hail and Fallon Henley talk about how bad everything is
going for them lately. Hail’s Valentine’s Day was awful and
Henley talks about how bad hers was last year. They’re off for
a chat.

Lash Legend vs. Kelani Jordan

Jakara Jackson is here too. Legend powers her up to start but
gets cradled for a fast two. A kick to the chest knocks Jordan
out of the air and a backbreaker makes things even worse.
Something like a torture rack over the back has Jordan in more
trouble but she gets the knees up to block a splash. Jordan
flips out of a powerbomb attempt and there’s a dropkick to put
Legend into the corner. Jackson offers a distraction though
and Legend gets in a chokeslam for the pin at 4:24.

Rating: C. Legend has come a long, long way in recent months
and a lot of that is due to the change in gear. She didn’t
exactly  have  the  best  reputation  for  a  long  time  so  in
addition to changing her style, she has a new look, which
shakes away a lot of the bad memories. It’s one of those minor
changes that makes a big difference, and Legend has gotten a
lot better.

Post match Kiana James and Izzi Dame come out for the beatdown
but Jordan escapes.

The OC are here to show that they’re different than anyone



else. They’ll take the NXT Tag Team Titles too.

Here’s what’s coming next week.

NXT Women’s Title: Lyra Valkyria vs. Shotzi

Shotzi  is  challenging  and  we  get  the  Big  Match  Intros.
Valkyria fights out of a front facelock to start and takes
Shotzi down with a headlock. An exchange of rollups gets two
each before Shotzi drops her with a shoulder. A rope walk
wristdrag has Valkyria in more trouble and Shotzi DDTs her
onto the apron. We comes back and….the match has been stopped
as Shotzi has blown out her knee. Cue Ava to announce that we
have an open challenger for a title shot against Valkyria. I
won’t rate the match we got as it was barely long enough to
rate and then ended with the injury but it was going well
enough.

NXT Women’s Title: Lyra Valkyria vs. Lash Legend

Valykria is defending and gets dropped with an early right
hand.  Legend’s  chinlock  doesn’t  last  long  so  she  grabs  a
swinging backbreaker for two instead. A whip into the corner
gives  Valkyria  two  and  we  hit  an  over  the  shoulder
backbreaker. Valkyria fights out as we see Roxanne Perez being
furious over not getting the title shot. Legend’s chokeslam
gets two and Valkyria’s high crossbody connects for the same.
A pump kick gives Legend two more but Valkyria knocks her off
the top and hits a splash to retain at 5:49.

Rating: C+. This is on a very lightened up scale as the match
was barely anything but Legend was literally sent out there
with no notice to have an impromptu title match. it might not
have  been  great,  but  they  did  what  they  could  under  the
circumstances. Good enough match here and nice touch by having
Perez be made about not getting out there, but was she just
not paying attention to a match for the title she wants more
than anything?



Overall Rating: B-. This was absolutely feeling like a taped
show to get us to the big shows down the line, but what
matters  is  NXT  continues  to  treat  these  things  like  they
matter. Even if these were the lower level stories, they were
treated as important and that is a very hard trick most of the
time. It wasn’t the biggest NXT show, but it moved things
forward and set some things up for later with completely good
enough action. The big stuff can come later, but for now
they’re doing well with the small stuff and that’s important
as well.

Results
Oba Femi b. Lexis King – Pop up powerbomb
Roxanne Perez b. Wren Sinclair – Crossface
Josh Briggs b. Brooks Jensen – Clothesline
Jacy Jayne b. Arianna Grace – Forearm
Chase U b. Nathan Frazer/Axiom – Rollup to Frazer
Lash Legend b. Kelani Jordan – Chokeslam
Lyra Valkyria vs. Shotzi went to a no contest when Shotzi was
injured
Lyra Valkyria b. Lash Legend – Top rope splash

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of
your wrestling headline needs.
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