Dynamite — March 20, 2024:
The Maple Syrup Of Shows

Dynamite
Date: March 20, 2024

Location: Coca Cola Coliseum, Toronto, Ontario, Canada
Commentators: Excalibur, Taz, Tony Schiavone

We’'re north of the border this week and that means a big title
match featuring some Canadians. In this case we have Adam
Copeland challenging Christian Cage for the TNT Title in an I
Quit match. Other than that, Kazuchika Okada is challenging
for the Continental Crown, as the titles unified in the
Continental Classic are already coming undone.

Here is Collision if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Here is Mercedes Mone for a chat. She is so glad to be here
and last week was so amazing. This is what she wants to do,
but her dream was almost taken away from her ten months ago.
We see a highlight reel of things she has done in and out of
the ring before Mone talks about how she isn’t here to lea a
revolution, because she has done that before. Instead, she is
here to lead a GLOBAL revolution (that might not have been the
best wording).

She wants to face some people and hits the catchphrase to wrap
it up, but here are Julia Hart and Skye Blue. Mone fights them
off but Willow Nightingale and Kris Statlander run in with
chairs for the save. The villains leave via blackout but
Nightingale is still holding up the chair behind Mone. That
gives us a standoff and egads standing in the ring talking is
not Mone’s strong suit.

The Young Bucks mock Alex Marvez for not speaking Japanese to
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Kazuchika Okada. They won’t be ringside for the Continental
Title match tonight but they will be on the headsets
producing.

Continental Title: Kazuchika Okada vs. Eddie Kingston

Kingston is defending and only one of the three titles are on
the line. They start slowly and take their time to lock up
until Kingston hits a hard chop. Kingston knocks him out to
the floor and the chase is on, with Okada jumping him on the
way back in. Okada starts working on the arm and Kingston is
down as we see the Bucks sitting next to Tony Khan producing
the show. That great dropkick puts Kingston down again and we
take a break.

Back with Kingston hitting a suplex and grabbing an STO for a
needed breather. Kingston strikes away and hits another suplex
but gets caught with the dropkick to put him back down. The
elbow misses for Okada though and Kingston hits the spinning
backfist for two. Back up and Kingston has to block the discus
lariat before knocking Okada down again. A running clothesline
scores for Kingston, whose half and half suplex is broken up
with a rake to the eyes. An enziguri takes Okada down but
another spinning backfist misses. Okada hits a powerslam,
followed by the Rainmaker for the pin and the title at 15:50.

Rating: B-. That was a pretty definitive win for Okada and so
much for Kingston’'s big run. There’s no shame in losing to a
star like Okada, but egads they’re really splitting up the
titles they unified less than three months ago. 0dds are the
NJPW Strong Title goes away, leaving the Continental Title and
the ROH Title, which makes the unified deal feel all the more
worthless in the first place. Also: we are 16 days away from
ROH’s Supercard Of Honor and the TV, Tag Team and World
Champions have all lost on AEW TV this month alone.

Post match Pac comes out for the staredown and we likely have
a Dynasty match.



Swerve Strickland suggests Samoa Joe is scared of him because
of the chain. We’re in Toronto tonight and he wants to fight
so the open challenge is on.

Willow Nightingale/Kris Statlander are ready for their street
fight with Julia Hart and Skye Blue tonight. Mercedes Mone
interrupts and says she has Statlander’s back tonight. Willow
looks to say something but Mone says she’s done enough.
Stokely Hathaway brings up Nightingale breaking Mone’s leg and
Statlander isn’t pleased. I would sincerely hope they aren’t
trying to turn Willow heel out of all this. Statlander sure,
but Willow feels like the definition of someone born to be
good.

Chris Jericho vs. Hook

Non-title and Hook suplexes him down at the bell. We pause for
the referee to check on Jericho before he fires off some
chops. A reverse t-bone suplex drops Jericho for two as it'’s
pretty much one sided to start. Jericho cuts him off with a
shot to the head but a string of German suplexes drop Jericho
again.

We take a break and come back with Jericho still being
suplexed and Hook strolling around the ring. Jericho finally
reverses a suplex and hits some shoulders but Hook suplexes
him again. A big boot “hits” for Jericho and he scores with
the Lionsault for a delayed two. Back up and Jericho tries a
suplex but instead kind of drops Hook on his face. They go up
top but Hook grabs Redrum, which has Jericho down in the
middle. Jericho slips out and throws some VERY slow punches
until Hook reverses into a cradle for the pin at 10:51.

Rating: C-. Well that didn’t go well for Jericho, and I'm not
sure where this is leading. Given what happened with Jericho
when Powerhouse Hobbs squashed him, I can’t imagine it’s going
to go well for Hook, but he was basically Brock Lesnar to
Jericho’s John Cena out there. The Redrum should have been the



finish, but odds are we’re going to be seeing these two
together for a lot longer.

Adam Cole is furious about Wardlow losing last week and says
it is Wardlow’s job to keep the gold in the Undisputed
Kingdom. Don’t screw it up.

Post break Chris Jericho says he wanted to face Hook, who
showed him a lot tonight. Hook is as much of a bad man as
people say he is and next week, Jericho will have a
proposition for him.

Here is Will Ospreay for a chat. He was a little bit of a
naughty boy the last time he was here and now he is here for
the betterment of AEW. Ospreay apologizes for what he did to
Kenny Omega in Toronto, but in return for his elite wrestling
he needs...some of that maple syrup! As for Bryan Danielson, he
hopes that you saw him face Katsuyori Shibata on Collision.
When Ospreay went over to Japan (“Where you wanted to be a big
star.”), he saw Danielson’s shoes, but they weren’t big enough
for Ospreay.

What Danielson did in Japan was great, but Ospreay elevated
wrestling over there. Ospreay lists off his accomplishments in
Japan and now he’'s ready to prove he can walk in his shoes. He
met Shibata before but now he has cats, dogs and a mortgage to
pay. The challenge is mad for next week and since Tony Khan is
apparently watching the show from Shibata’s house, the match
is made official about ten seconds later.

Video on Adam Copeland vs. Christian Cage.

Mariah May/Toni Storm vs. Deonna Purrazzo/Thunder Rosa

It’s a brawl to start with May taking Purrazzo down so it’s
off to Storm. Rosa comes in to strike away in the corner and a
sliding clothesline gets two on Storm. A Luther distraction
lets Storm knock Rosa outside though and we take a break. Back
with Purrazzo striking away at May but not being able to get



the Fujiwara armbar. Instead Purrazzo boots her in the ace but
Rosa tags herself in, which Purrazzo doesn’t like. Rosa comes
in to plant May but gets German suplexed by Storm. The hip
attack connects, only to have Rosa roll Storm up for the pin
at 7:10.

Rating: C. Again, a seven minute match does not need to have a
commercial in the middle. The ending came out of nowhere but
Rosa vs. Storm is a fresh match as we shift away from Purrazzo
challenging. May seems to be the long term goal, but Rosa, who
never lost the title in the first place, will do just fine for
now.

Swerve Strickland vs. The Butcher

Swerve starts fast by knocking him into the corner, setting up
the middle rope elbow to the back. A half nelson backbreaker
puts Swerve down though and Butcher hits him in the face a few
times. Back up and Swerve kicks him down, setting up the House
Call. Butcher sits down for a good while, allowing Swerve to
hit the Swerve Stomp into something like a short armscissors
for the tap at 3:22.

Rating: C. This was perfectly acceptable booking as Butcher is
just established enough to make Swerve work but not enough to
be a threat to him. Swerve took a few shots but fought back
and won clean. It’s exactly what it needed to be and I can
always go for something logical and efficient.

Post match Swerve grabs his chain and says he keeps thinking
about using it to choke Samoa Joe out. Every week, Joe can
send security after him and Swerve will keep beating them up
until Joe gives him what he wants. Cue Joe to interrupt,
saying contrary to what Swerve believes, Joe beat him at
Revolution. Joe says he has learned what to do with someone
like Swerve: give him exactly what he wants.

Cue Don Callis of all people to interrupt, saying Konosuke
Takeshita and Swerve Strickland have the same amount of wins.



Takeshita is undefeated outside of the Don Callis Family so
maybe he needs to show Swerve whose house this is. Swerve 1is
in to face Takeshita, and then he’s coming for Joe. Yay more
Callis N Pals.

TNT Title: Adam Copeland vs. Christian Cage

Cage is defending in an I Quit match. Copeland starts fast and
they go out to the floor with the brawl heading into the
crowd. Copeland grabs a Boston Bruins jersey to put over Cage
before grabbing a Toronto Maple Leafs jersey for himself (the
fans approve). Cage is knocked around even more as we take a
break. Back with Copeland bridging a ladder between the
announcers’ table and the barricade. An Edge 0 Matic onto the
ladder has Cage in more trouble and we get a breather.

The ladder is turned upside down inside, where Cage is dropped
ribs first onto said ladder. A table is set up against the
barricade but Cage breaks up the spear attempt. The busted
open Copeland is staggered and Cage hits a dive off the top to
send him through the table. Back in and Copeland is catapulted
into a ladder but still won’t quit. A quick Grindhouse 1is
broken up and they both try spears at the same time for a
double knockdown.

We take a break and come back with Cage being launched off the
stage but cue Mother Wayne with a hockey stick to hit Copeland
low. Cage sticks away inside and it’'s time for a barbed wire
chair. The Conchairto is loaded up but Copeland moves just in
time. Neither can hit a Killswitch onto the ladder so Copeland
hits him with the hockey stick. The Grindhouse, with the stick
in Cage’s mouth, gets an incoherent answer so Copeland uses
the draw string from his tights.

Cue the Patriarchy for the save but cue Matt Menard and Daniel
Garcia for the save. Copeland sets up a ladder and dives onto
the Patriarchy before handcuffing them in the corner. Mother
Wayne runs away and cage gets speared down, meaning he can be



cuffed as well. A low blow isn’t enough for Cage to quit so
Copeland kicks him several more times. Spike (the 2x4 with
nails) is pulled out for a major low blow...and the video goes
off for a second (presumably the end of Dynamite/the start of
Rampage), only to come back with Copeland loading up a shot to
the head. That'’s enough for Cage to quit at 25:43.

Rating: B. There was quite a bit here (to say the least) but
it feels like a nice cap on the whole feud. Copeland getting
the win in what very well may be the final match between the
two in his hometown is a good way to go, with the rapid fire
low blows in the corner feeling like the kind of humor these
two would love. At the same time, I can’t help but think the
lure of a ladder/TLC match will be too much for the two of
them/AEW to resist.

Overall Rating: B-. This was a show where the opener and main
event bookended the show well, but the wrestling in the middle
left a good bit to be desired. Mone was still a focal point
here and does come off as a star but we still need to see what
they have planned for her first feud. Other than that, you had
some things teased for the coming weeks plus Dynasty, but this
was all about the main event and it worked well enough.

Results

Kazuchika Okada b. Eddie Kingston — Rainmaker

Hook b. Chris Jericho — Rollup

Deonna Purrazzo/Thunder Rosa b. Mariah May/Toni Storm — Rollup
to Storm

Swerve Strickland b. The Butcher — Short armscissors

Adam Copeland b. Christian Cage when Cage quit

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:



http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of
your wrestling headline needs.
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