Dynamite — March 27, 2024: 1In
Swerve’s House

Dynamite
Date: March 27, 2024

Location: Centre Videotron, Quebec City, Quebec, Canada
Commentators: Excalibur, Tony Schiavone, Taz

We are less than a month away from Dynasty and the card is
starting to come together. With Bryan Danielson vs. Will
Ospreay as the likely co-main event, we need someone to
challenge Samoa Joe for the World Title. 0dds are we’ll be
finding that out tonight as Swerve Strickland faces Konosuke
Takeshita. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Will Ospreay vs. Katsuyori Shibata

The fans are behind Ospreay as Shibata takes him to the mat
and an armbar sends Ospreay over to the ropes. Ospreay takes
him down into a headscissors but Shibata slips out, only to
miss a kick to the chest. Back up and Ospreay sends him to the
floor and hits a dive, followed by the strikes to Shibata’s
face. As usual, these have no effect and he suplexes Ospreay
in the aisle. Back in and Shibata shrugs off some chops and
hits another suplex as we take a break.

We come back with Ospreay being sent into the barricade but
Ospreay scores with a Phenomenal Forearm for two back inside.
Shibata is fine enough to hit a running boot in the corner and
forearms him down. Ospreay fights up but gets chopped down and
put into a quickly broken ankle lock.

Shibata’s kick is cut off and they trade forearms until
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Ospreay manages an enziguri for a double knockdown. Back up
and Shibata grabs the sleeper for two arm drops, only for
Ospreay to drape him in the ropes. A top rope kick to the head
sets up the Oscutter for one and the running elbow gets two.
Ospreay plants him with a tiger driver so Shibata sits up,
meaning the Hidden Blade can finish him at 18:58.

Rating: B-. Yeah I'm going to get yelled at for this one but I
cannot see the good in having Shibata no sell a bunch of stuff
and then trade forearms for the better part of ever. Ospreay’s
thing seems to be having one long match after another and
while that can be entertaining, there’s something a bit off
putting about Shibata just sitting there and waiting for the
finisher. Ospreay looked good for the most part here, but
these Shibata matches are not doing it for me and mostly never
have.

Video on Bryan Danielson’s career, including his time before
AEW.

The Young Bucks are proud of doing what they want, including
retiring Sting. Now it’s time to get rid of their loss to
Private Party. Oh and Renee Paquette needs to smile some more.

Kazuchika Okada arrives.

Tag Team Title Tournament First Round: Young Bucks vs. Private
Party

The Bucks pitch to Excalibur for an announcement of Double Or
Nothing being in Las Vegas during their entrance for a very on
point move. Matt takes Say down to start and everything breaks
down, with Private Party hitting the superkicks. The Bucks
head outside and there are the stereo dives. Silly String off
the barricade drops Matt, leaving Nick and Quen to slug it out
on said barricade. A Falcon Arrow off the barricade drops Quen
on the floor and the Bucks try for the countout. With that not
working, they drop Quen again inside and we take a break.



Back with Say getting the hot tag to clean house, including a
kick to the head and an Asai moonsault to take out Nick on the
floor. A springboard high crossbody gets two on Matt but he’s
back up with a German suplex onto the apron to Quen. Say 1is
back up with the save and it’s Gin and Juice to send Nick
outside. More Bang For Your Buck hits Matt for two with Nick
having to make the save. Quen tries a 630 but only hits mat
(as opposed to Matt), setting up a totally botched EVP Trigger
(Nick didn’t make contact) for the pin at 13:27.

Rating: B-. That ending took a lot of the air out of the place
and that’s a shame as they were starting to cook until the
last few minutes. The problem here is the story of the match
was that Private Party scored a fluke upset on the Bucks about
four and a half years ago. Things have changed quite a bit
since then and it was a bit much to buy that happening again
with a match that went fairly long. The Bucks winning is the
only move to make here, but they could have done it a good bit
faster.

Video on Konosuke Takeshita.

Darby Allin is with Tony Hawk and promotes Hawk'’'s skate park
charity. His now canceled Mount Everest climb was going to
benefit said charity, which is always nice to hear.

Chris Jericho praises Hook and offers to mentor him, with Hook
accepting despite knowing what Jericho is all about.

Willow Nightingale vs. Anna Jay vs. Kris Statlander vs. Skye
Blue

For a TBS Title shot and Mercedes Mone is on commentary.
Statlander and Blue fight to the floor to start, leaving
Nightingale to crush Jay in the corner. A basement crossbody
gives Nightingale two but Blue is back in to kick Nightingale
away. Blue DDTs Nightingale for two but Jay is back up.
Nightingale heads outside to Pounce Blue and glares at Mone as
we take a break.



Back with Jay and Blue kicking Nightingale to the floor but
Statlander plants Blue for two. Jay superplexes Statlander but
Nightingale makes the save with a backsplash to crush both of
them. The Babe With The Powerbomb is countered with Blue’s
hurricanrana, followed by Code Blue for two. Nightingale is
back up to plant Blue on the apron with a Death Valley Driver,
leaving Blue to roll Statlander up for two. Back in and the
Babe With The Powerbomb gives Nightingale the pin on Jay at
9:49.

Rating: C. This was another match where there was too much
going on at once and it hurt things a bit. It didn’t feel like
there was anything in the way of a story to the match and
instead it was four people doing a bunch of moves to each
other until someone got the pin. At the same time, Mone was
VERY subdued on commentary here and sounded somewhere between
bored and tired, which is quite the change after her first
appearances. Nightingale getting the title shot is good, but
egads it would be nice for her to actually win a championship
that mattered.

Post match Julia Hart jumps Nightingale from behind and glares
down at Mone.

Dustin Rhodes talks about the talent level in AEW and how
great all of his matches have been. Butcher comes in and the
match is set up for Rampage. Dustin says he’s a natural born
legend and Butcher will find out why everyone loves hinm.

Toni Storm is in the TCM studios with Ben Mankiewicz, who
congratulates her for her accomplishments. Storm congratulates
him for...whatever he does around here. She tries to get him to
say her catchphrase and then drops a shoe.

Swerve Strickland is ready for Konosuke Takeshita.

Tag Team Title Tournament First Round: Orange Cassidy/Trent
Beretta vs. Kingdom




Non-title and Chuck Taylor/Roderick Strong are here as well.
Cassidy starts fast and they head to the floor, with Bennett
hitting a big flip dive. That's fine with Cassidy, who dives
onto everyone for a crash. Back in and Beretta German suplexes
Taven until Bennett makes the save. A piledriver on the apron
knocks Beretta silly and we take a break.

Back with Cassidy coming in to clean house, including a high
crossbody to Taven. The Stundog Millionaire takes Bennett down
and Taven is sent outside, leaving Bennett to get hit with a
spike Strong Zero for two. We pause for a hug but Strong
offers a distraction, only to be pulled down by Taylor.
Cassidy cuts Strong off, leaving Beretta to escape Hail Mary
and roll Bennett up for the pin at 9:33.

Rating: B-. Now why do I have a feeling that Cassidy and
Beretta, who were teaming in ROH earlier this month, are not
going to be in line for an ROH Tag Team Title shot after
beating the champions here? Other than that, this was a fast
enough paced match, though I still could go for more of the
Kingdom as a dangerous team. Cassidy and Beretta still feel
like the Cinderella team in the whole thing though and that is
a great spot for them.

Post match the Young Bucks come out for the staredown.
Kyle O0'Reilly is still sure he'’s doing this on his own.

Video on Adam Copeland winning the TNT Title back last week.
The Cope Open is coming back.

Here’s what’s coming on various shows.

Konosuke Takeshita vs. Swerve Strickland

Don Callis is on commentary and Prince Nana 1s ringside.
Takeshita takes over on the arm to start but Swerve flips away
and grabs a rollup for two. A hard clothesline drops
Strickland as we see Samoa Joe watching in the back. Swerve



fights up and takes over, only to have Takeshita come back for
the exchange of forearms. A backbreaker gives Swerve two but
Takeshita grabs a heck of a brainbuster.

Swerve tries to get back up but is rocked with some forearms
against the ropes. Takeshita misses a charge and gets German
suplexed, only to forearm Swerve out to the floor as we take a
break. Back with Swerve fighting out of a chinlock and sending
Takeshita out to the floor. A running hurricanrana takes
Takeshita down and a high crossbody connects for two back
inside.

Swerve tries to strike away but his neck/shoulder gives out
(thanks to the brainbuster earlier), leaving him to shoulder
Takeshita 1in the ribs. Takeshita counters a rolling
neckbreaker into a sitout F5 to send Swerve outside. The big
flip dive takes Swerve down again but he’s able to break up a
brainbuster onto the turnbuckle. A DDT out of the corner
plants Takeshita but he’s right back with a Blue Thunder Bomb
for two.

Swerve is back up with a rolling Downward Spiral for two, only
to miss the Swerve Stomp. Takeshita wheelbarrow suplexes him
into the running knee for another near fall and they’re both
down. Another Swerve Stomp misses so Swerve settles for an
anklescissors into the corner. The House Call sets up the
Swerve Stomp for two and Swerve is stunned. A standing stomp
sets up the JML Driver to give Swerve the pin at 19:41.

Rating: A-. This is the kind of match I was hoping for when
AEW started: two incredibly talented people getting the chance
to showcase themselves on a big stage for the first time. The
match told a story of Takeshita hurting Swerve early and
Swerve having to fight around the injury and win in the end.
Throw in some high impact offense and some hot near falls and
this is one of the best matches I’'ve ever seen on Dynamite.
Loved this.



Overall Rating: B-. The show wasn’t their best effort for the
most part but my goodness that main event was great. In other
words, it felt like an In Your House and that is not the worst
way to present television. The focus here was on setting up
some things for Dynasty, with the TBS Title match officially
being set and the Tag Team Title tournament getting rid of
some teams. Not an excellent show, but dang check out that
main event (and the opener, depending on your taste 1in
Shibata).

Results

Will Ospreay b. Katsuyori Shibata — Hidden Blade

Young Bucks b. Private Party — EVP Trigger to Quen

Willow Nightingale b. Skye Blue, Kris Statlander and Anna Jay
— Babe With The Powerbomb to Jay

Orange Cassidy/Trent Beretta b. Kingdom — Rollup to Bennett
Swerve Strickland b. Konosuke Takeshita — JML Driver

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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