Dynamite — April 24, 2024: 1
Don't Know What I Just
Watched

Dynamite
Date: April 24, 2024

Location: Daily’s Place, Jacksonville, Florida
Commentators: Tony Schiavone, Excalibur, Taz

We are done with Dynasty and the show was quite the event.
First and foremost, Swerve Strickland is the new World
Champion, defeating Samoa Joe for a heck of a special moment.
Other than that, Bryan Danielson and Will Ospreay had a match
that was the definition of ok. We’re about a month away from
Double Or Nothing so it’'s time to get ready for the show.
Let’s get to it.

Here is Dynasty if you need a recap.

The Elite arrives and allow Jack Perry to come in, because
he's with them.

Here is Orange Cassidy for a chat but Trent Beretta jumps him
from behind and beats him down in the ring. Trent tells Chuck
Taylor to come out here for his decision. Cue Chuck, with
Trent talking about how he should have beaten up Cassidy a
long time ago. Trent says give the people what they want and
loads up the hug but Chuck says he’s always known Trent was a
piece of s*** and hits him with the microphone. Chuck can’t
get cleared for a match but he wants to fight Trent in the
parking lot.

Jon Moxley says he is the IWGP Champion but he isn’t
underestimating the monster that he 1is facing tonight.
Powerhouse Hobbs has an instinct and it is only going to take
one mistake for Moxley’s world to come crashing down. The Don
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Callis Family put a hit out on his friend so he knows how far
they’re willing to go. He wants the biggest and the baddest
and tonight he is reminding the world just how bad he is.

Swerve Strickland vs. Kyle Fletcher

Non-title and Don Callis 1s on commentary. Swerve grabs a
hammerlock to start but Fletcher slips out and they both try
kicks to the ribs. Fletcher gets pulled out of the corner and
knocked down, allowing Swerve to dance a bit. Back up and
Fletcher kicks him out to the floor but Swerve gets in a kick
from the apron as we take a break. We come back with Fletcher
hitting a Michinoku Driver to put them both down. Swerve
knocks him to the apron for the stomp but comes up favoring
his ankle.

That’'s fine with Fletcher, who grabs a logical ankle lock,
complete with a grapevine. Swerve makes the ropes and Fletcher
kicks away, only to get caught with a rolling Downward Spiral.
A brainbuster gives Swerve two and they fight over a Tombstone
attempt, with Fletcher hitting a jumping version for two.
Callis tells him to get a table but Fletcher goes with a
running boot in the corner instead. Swerve knocks him into the
Tree of Woe and hits the Swerve Stomp for two. The House Call
finishes Fletcher at 14:41.

Rating: C+. This was a weird choice for Swerve’s first match
as champion, as Fletcher got in a lot of offense and even
kicked out of the Stomp. I'm not sure why you wouldn’t have
Swerve go out and win a five or so minute match instead of
this but I guess we have to keep the Don Callis Family strong
in losses. At the same time, was there no one but the ROH TV
Champion who could take this fall?

Thunder Rosa 1is happy with her effort at Dynasty and isn’t
going to make excuses. Deonna Purrazzo comes in and they get
in a shoving match.

We look at Bryan Danielson vs. Will Ospreay.



Mina Shirakawa vs. Anna Jay

Mariah May is here with Shirakawa, who kicks Jay down rather
quickly to start. A kick to the face gives Shirakawa two and
she dances a bit. Jay gets in a neck snap across the top rope
for two and we take a break. Back with Shirakawa kicking her
down, only to gt caught in a Gory Bomb for two. The shock
delay lets Shirakawa hit a missile dropkick for two but Jay is
right back with the Queenslayer. May offers a distraction
though and Shirakawa grabs a rollup for the pin at 8:55.

Rating: C. This was a way to get Shirakawa a bit more familiar
to the TV audience before what is likely to be some kind of a
match at Forbidden Door. She and May have a history 1in
Stardom, which is probably something we’ll hear about in the
coming weeks. For now though, pretty run of the mill match as
Shirakawa beat her up pretty handily.

Post match May comes in to pose with them but Jay jumps them
both. The Queenslayer goes on but Toni Storm makes the save.
Cue Serena Deeb to pose with the title and say..something that
sounds like a challenge to Storm.

Here are Stokely Hathaway and Kris Statlander to sing (or
rhyme) Willow Nightingale’'s praises to start her championship
celebration. Nightingale comes out and says it wasn’t working
with Hathaway to start (Hathaway says she was like a fungus)
but here is Mercedes Mone to interrupt. Nightingale doesn’t
like Mone interrupting her but Mone says she’ll be the TBS
Champion at Double Or Nothing. They argue over who attacked
Mone before moving on to Nightingale injuring Mone'’s ankle.
They aren’t sure if it was intentional or not but Nightingale
wants Mone at 100% at Double Or Nothing. Mone slaps
Nightingale and leaves.

Jack Perry leaves Tony Khan'’s locker room but won’t say if
he’s reinstated. Kazuchika Okada and the Young Bucks won’t say
either. Matt Jackson says things are uncertain but Khan has



agreed to meet with Perry live tonight in the ring.

Double Or Nothing Gauntlet Match

For the International Title shot at Double Or Nothing and
commentary doesn’t know how many people are involved. Jay
White is in at #1 and Dante Martin is in at #2, but apparently
there will be more added and it is the first fall wins. Martin
kicks him down for two to start and they head outside, where
White fires off the chops. White knocks him down again and
it's Penta El Zero Miedo in at #3.

A high crossbody takes White down and Penta hits a Sling Blade
each. We take a break and come back with Kyle 0’Reilly coming
in at #4 and striking away. White gets his ankle locked and
Will Osprey is in at #5 to a heck of a reaction. Ospreay wins
a strike off with 0'Reilly and then stares White down for a
New Japan flashback. White gets knocked down and it’s Lance
Archer in at #6.

Archer gets to clean house until O’Reilly grabs a guillotine
choke. That'’s broken up and Archer sends everyone else to the
floor as we take a break. Back with Komander coming in at #7
and hurricanranaing Archer off the apron through some tables
(because of course tables). Komander hits a rather spinning
DDT for two on Ospreay with White making the save. A Ligerbomb
gives Ospreay two on White and the Hidden Blade is loaded up.
Jay Lethal is in at #8 and gets to clean house until Osprey
does the same.

Ospreay and O0’'Reilly strike it out as commentary says there
could be up to 21 entrants. Ospreay’s running elbow gets two
so he loads up the Tiger Driver 91 but can’t bring himself to
do it. Komander comes in with the C(Cielito Lindo to
0’Reilly..but Ospreay hits the Hidden Blade for the pin and the
title shot at 18:37.

Rating: B-. This was a bit of a weird concept and it took me
some time to get with it but it wound up being fun. They did a



nice job of mixing in the big names with the normal names you
would expect here as it made the music playing that much more
of a surprise. Ospreay getting the title shot more or less
guarantees he’s winning the belt and that should be about it
for the Undisputed Kingdom.

Post match the Undisputed Kingdom comes out for a staredown.

Here is Chris Jericho for his big celebration as FTW Champion.
The letters now mean FOR THE WORLD because he won it for the
people (Taz sounds like he is about to be sick). He talks
about Terry Funk wanting him to do this and also wanting to
mold Hook into something better. Hook FORCED him to hit him
with two Judas Effects and a baseball bat but cue Big Bill to
interrupt. Bill says he needs to be part of the Learning Tree
and he’ll prove his worth to Jericho, who says he’ll be
watching. Jericho gets a heel stable. It’'s remarkable.

Don Callis wants to know why Will Ospreay didn’t hit the tiger
driver but Ospreay was worried about hurting someone. Callis
says Fletcher would have lost anyway (Fletcher isn’t pleased)
and says the Family is winning a title tonight.

IWGP World Title: Powerhouse Hobbs vs. Jon Moxley

Moxley is defending and Don Callis is on commentary. Moxley
kicks at the legs to start and grabs a German suplex, only to
have Hobbs pop back up. A t-bone suplex puts Moxley on the
floor, where Moxley sends him into the barricade. They fight
into the crowd and brawl for a good while until we take a
break in the middle of Schiavone talking. We come back (again
in mid-sentence) with Moxley fighting out of a bearhug and
hammering away in the corner (as Hobbs seems to be favoring
his knee). The Paradigm Shift gets two and Moxley grabs the
rear naked choke..and Hobbs is out at 10:50.

Rating: D+. This was really, really rough and probably the
worst Moxley match I’'ve seen in a long time. Almost half of it
was spent brawling on the floor and then Moxley fought back



and just won with a choke in a really flat finish. Granted it
didn’t help that a grand total of no one believed Hobbs was
going to win and that made it a countdown until the finish.

Post match Konosuke Takeshita comes out to signal he wants the
next title shot. Moxley seems in as medics check on Hobbs.

Katsuyori Shibata is ready to take the FTW Title from Chris
Jericho next week under FTW Rules.

Tony Schiavone brings in Jack Perry, so the fans sing OH CRY
ME A RIVER. He talks about the great times he’s had in this
place but there is business to be done. Perry requests and
received Tony Khan, who he asks for a reinstatement. They
shake hands and Perry decks Khan, bringing out the Young Bucks
and Kazuchika Okada and that means a Tony Khan Driver to Tony
Khan. The Bucks thank the fans and everyone leaves (under
orders of Aubrey Edwards, the real power around here). Some
wrestlers come out to check on Khan with Shad Khan himself
making an appearance to end the show.

I have no idea what to make of that but I don’t think it went
as they planned. The fans seemed happy that Khan got beaten up
and I have no idea where this is supposed to go. Presumably
Tony gets some wrestlers to fight for him, but at the end of
the day, this was all for Tony, the Bucks and Perry. I'm not
sure how much of a bigger audience this is going to have, but
it’s happening because they want it to and that’s a very risky
hill to go out on.

Overall Rating: C. The show has been over for about ten
minutes now and I have no idea what I just watched. This was
ALL OVER the place, with the new AEW World Champion being, at
best, the fourth biggest story on the show. It felt like they
were trying to start the builds for Double Or Nothing and
Forbidden Door at the same time while also doing the big angle
at the end.

The wrestling was mostly overshadowed by some out there moves



and I'm almost scared to know what happens if they don’t have
the good in-ring action to lean on. I can’t say it was a
terrible show and it CERTAINLY wasn’t boring, but egads this
was insanity and I don’t think that is the best thing.

Results

Swerve Strickland b. Kyle Fletcher — House Call

Mina Shirakawa b. Anna Jay — Cradle

Will Ospreay won the Double Or Nothing Gauntlet Match — Hidden
Blade to Komander

Jon Moxley b. Powerhouse Hobbs — Rear naked choke

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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