
Collision – April 27, 2024:
They’re Getting This Stuff
Collision
Date: April 27, 2024
Location: Daily’s Place, Jacksonville, Florida
Commentators: Tony Schiavone, Nigel McGuinness

We’re doing another double shot this week with Collision and
Rampage  going  back  to  back.  That  makes  for  a  rather
interesting night, as last week’s Collision was great while
the following Rampage definitely took its foot off the gas.
Odds are we’ll be getting an update on what happened to Tony
Khan on Dynamite, which is suddenly the top story in AEW.
Let’s get to it.

Here is Dynamite if you need a recap.

We open with a recap of Swerve Strickland winning the World
Title at Dynasty.

Here is Swerve Strickland, with Prince Nana, for a chat. Nana
introduces  Swerve  as  the  boss  of  bosses,  one  h***  of  a
wrestler and the new World Champion. Swerve runs down what we
have been seeing around here over the last week, including
Jack Perry and the Young Bucks attacking Tony Khan. Swerve has
done a lot of things in wrestling, but that sounds like a
b**** move.

The biggest thing in wrestling though is him winning the World
Title and he got here while making some sacrifices. Swerve’s
oldest daughter said she doesn’t really know him and he can’t
make up for lost time, but he can make sure that this is all
worth it. He beat Kyle Fletcher on Dynamite so let’s do the
open challenge tonight. Cue Claudio Castagnoli in a suit and I
think we have a main event. Swerve says he’ll see him tonight
in whose house? Castagnoli takes the mic and says it’s going
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to be his.

We look at the attack on Tony Khan.

Tony Schiavone says Tony Khan has suffered multiple head and
neck injuries. Khan cannot travel but he can run AEW remotely
from Jacksonville. Nigel McGuinness asks what happens if Khan
something  happens  and  Khan  isn’t  there.  Are  we  really  to
believe that Khan can’t be expected to call/text in orders?
That isn’t what was said, but I would hope they have a better
explanation than “he’s not here in person”.

Trios Titles: Bullet Club Gold vs. Top Flight/Action Andretti

The Club is defending. White and Dante start things off with
Dante striking away until White chops him into the corner. The
Gunns come in for a clothesline into a knee lift as the
villains start taking turns on Dante. A quick dive cuts Austin
off though and it’s Darius coming in to clean house. Darius’
Downward Spiral gets two on Austin but White plants him face
first onto the apron as we take a break.

Back with Dante and Andretti being pulled off the apron but
Colten avoids a splash. Darius rolls over and brings Andretti
in to pick up the pace. A split legged moonsault into a
Spanish Fly gets two on Colten as everything breaks down.
White crotches Andretti on top and the swinging Rock Bottom
plants  Dante.  3:10  To  Yuma  plants  Darius  but  Andretti
dropkicks  White  into  the  corner.  Not  that  it  matters  as
Andretti  handsprings  into  the  Blade  Runner  to  retain  the
titles at 11:13.

Rating: B-. This was a perfectly good first title defense for
the champs as Andretti and Top Flight were fine challengers.
The division is hardly deep in the first place so it is nice
to see a regular team getting a title shot. They don’t need to
defend the titles every week but they did need to defend them
at least once to get the unified reign off to a nice start.



We look at the Young Bucks winning the Tag Team Titles over
FTR in a ladder match at Dynasty, albeit with help from Jack
Perry.

The House Of Black is happy with beating Adam Copeland again
at Dynasty. One of them will be accepting the Cope Open on
Dynamite.

Rey Fenix vs. Beast Mortos

This is Fenix’s first match since October. Fenix fires off
kicks  to  start  and  bounces  off  the  ropes,  right  into  a
powerslam from Mortos. With Fenix sent outside, Mortos takes
him down with a corkscrew dive. Back in and Mortos hits a
crucifix bomb, followed by a heck of a clothesline for two.

Mortos starts in on the leg and gets in something like a
reverse Figure Four, with Fenix having to roll to the ropes.
It’s time to go after Fenix’s mask, because that is something
we have to see quite often around here. We take a break and
come  back  with  Fenix  striking  away  and  snapping  off  a
hurricanrana out of the corner. Fenix fires off some more
kicks  before  running  and…stepping  up  onto  Mortos’  head,
because that’s something someone can do.

Mortos doesn’t like having his head stepped on and knocks
Fenix out of the air for a double knockdown. Back up and Fenix
knocks him to the floor for the required dive but Mortos grabs
a nasty gutbuster for two back inside. Fenix kicks him away
again and hits a superkick into a frog splash for two. A
rollup gives Fenix the pin at 15:11.

Rating: B-. Well they certainly got some time. This was a long
match that let Fenix showcase his athleticism while letting
Mortos get in his own power stuff. It made for a good match
and a nice return, though there were some points when it felt
like it was going long for the sake of going long.

Video on Trent Beretta turning on Orange Cassidy, with Chuck



Taylor standing up to Beretta.

Cassidy is scared of what Taylor and Beretta are going to do
to each other in the parking lot. Kris Statlander comes in to
say Beretta needs them.

Rush vs. Martin Stone

Rush, in his first match since December, snaps off a German
suplex to start and knocks Stone outside to choke against the
barricade. Some whips with the TV cables make things worse and
they head back inside. Rush suplexes him into the corner and
the Bull’s Horns completes the squash at 2:15.

Post match Rush hits another Bull’s Horns for a bonus.

We look at Serena Deeb saying she’s coming after the Women’s
Title.

Deeb says she is the obvious #1 contender and it is now or
never. After all these years of being told she’s great, she
needs to be Women’s Champion.

Toni Storm vs. Anna Jay

Non-title and Mariah May (in black for a change) is here with
Storm. They lock up to start until Storm grabs a headlock and
grinds away. Jay sends her into the corner for a running kick
to the face, setting up a hip attack. That just wakes Storm up
and she is back with a Thesz press, followed by some hips to
the face. Another hip attack knocks May down, allowing Jay to
grab a neckbreaker and Nigel to panic as we take a break.

Back  with  Storm  hitting  a  Backstabber  into  a  DDT  into  a
fisherman’s suplex for two. A Gory Special gives Jay two and
we hit the Queenslayer. Nigel: “THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE HOME!
THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE HOME!” Storm fights up and knocks her
into the corner, setting up the big hip attack and Storm Zero
finishes Jay at 9:22.



Rating: C+. Something has clicked for Storm in the ring lately
and it has been going much better. She has the character stuff
to be incredibly entertaining, but the in-ring part has been
going way up lately. That helps a lot and has made things that
much  better,  which  is  quite  good  given  the  amount  of
challengers  coming  for  the  title.

Chuck Taylor, with his dog, tells Orange Cassidy that he has
to do this on his own. Works for Cassidy.

Grizzled Young Veterans vs. Acclaimed

This is the Veterans’ (James Drake/Zack Gibson) debut and
Billy Gunn is here with the Acclaimed. Gibson and Caster start
things off with the former working on the arm and handing it
off  to  Drake  for  the  same.  Bowens  comes  in  and  grabs  a
neckbreaker, setting up a slugout. Gibson isn’t having that
and comes in for some double teaming, setting up something
close to a Poetry In Motion to knock Caster off the apron as
we take a break.

Back with Drake hitting a dive on Caster as Tony manages to
figure out what Nigel means by “don’t GAF.” Gibson’s chinlock
doesn’t last long and Caster ducks a spinwheel kick allowing
the tag off to Bowens. House is quickly cleaned and Caster
tags himself back in (rather quickly) for Scissor Me Timbers
to Drake.

Gibson gets back in to distract Caster, allowing Drake to hit
a running boot to the face. Bowens gets Codebreakered out of
the corner, with Drake adding a missile dropkick for two. With
nothing else working, Gunn offers a distraction so Bowens can
come back with the Arrival, setting up the Mic Drop for the
pin on Gibson at 12:10.

Rating:  B-.  If  the  Veterans  want  to  stick  around,  they
probably earned themselves a job with this match. They looked
like a polished, experienced team and were running circles
around the Acclaimed here. I’m not sure what has happened to



the Acclaimed, but they seem to have just stopped evolving or
advancing in the ring whatsoever. They feel like a colder
version of the same act from a year ago and that is a really
bad sign. The team needs something to change them up and it
needs to happen soon.

Katsuyori Shibata is ready to beat up Shane Taylor Promotions
himself tonight and then he’ll beat up Chris Jericho. Daniel
Garcia comes in to offer some help and Shibata accepts, saying
“save the last dance for me.”

AEW World Title: Swerve Strickland vs. Claudio Castagnoli

Strickland is defending. Feeling out process to start until
Castagnoli wrestles him to the mat without much trouble. They
fight over a test of strength on the mat with neither being
able  to  get  very  far.  Swerve  twists  up  to  his  feet  but
Castagnoli is right there with a tilt-a-whirl backbreaker.
Castagnoli knocks him to the apron but Swerve comes back with
a hurricanrana on the ramp for a nasty crash.

Back in and a high crossbody knocks Castagnoli down again,
setting  up  some  rolling  neckbreakers  for  a  new  idea.
Castagnoli isn’t having this and knocks him outside, where a
hard running uppercut against the barricade takes us to a
break. Back with Swerve hitting a basement superkick to send
Castagnoli outside, where another kick to the chest makes it
worse. The rolling Downward Spiral gives Swerve two and a
forearm puts Castagnoli on the floor again.

Swerve gets sat up on the stage and a running flip dive brings
him back off, while dropping Castagnoli at the same time. Back
in and a 450 gives Swerve two but Castagnoli hits a running
stomp of his own. That just fires Swerve up and he strikes
away, at least until Castagnoli runs him over for a double
knockdown. Swerve muscles him over with a suplex and there’s
the Swerve Stomp for a rather near fall.

The House Call is loaded up but Castagnoli reverses into the



Swing, setting up the Sharpshooter to put Swerve in a lot more
trouble. The crossface goes on but Swerve gets out, earning
himself a heck of a running clothesline for two. Swerve grabs
a DDT and goes up for the Stomp…but Castagnoli just blocks him
in  the  air  and  slams  him  down.  A  running  stomp  drops
Castagnoli though and it’s the House Call to retain the title
at 21:04.

Rating: B+. Now this was more like it, as Swerve had to work
to  get  through  a  rather  tough  opponent.  It  takes  someone
special to be able to hang with Castagnoli and Swerve not only
did it but even looked better at times. Castagnoli is one of
those guys you call if you want to make an opponent look good
and he did it in spades here, with a rather excellent match.

Respect is shown post match.

Overall Rating: B+. This had some pretty quality wrestling
matches and I had a good time with the show. That’s two weeks
in a row with high level Collisions and I could certainly go
for more of this. While Dynamite needs to spread the important
parts around to the other shows, it’s nice to Have a show that
isn’t packed with storylines and lets the wrestlers do their
thing. Rather strong stuff here as Collision is getting into a
heck of a groove.

Results
Bullet Club Gold b. Top Flight/Action Andretti – Blade Runner
to Andretti
Rey Fenix b. Beast Mortos – Rollup
Rush b. Martin Stone – Bull’s Horns
Acclaimed b. Grizzled Young Veterans – Mic Drop to Gibson
Swerve Strickland b. Claudio Castagnoli – House Call

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to



my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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