Collision - May 18, 2024:
Something To Keep In Mind

Collision

Date: May 18, 2024

Location: Moda Center, Portland, Oregon
Commentators: Tony Schiavone, Nigel McGuinness

It’s another three hour block on Saturday night, starting with
this one. The show is likely going to feature some buildup for
Dynamite, though hopefully it also includes some effort to get
ready for Double Or Nothing next Sunday. The show could use
some extra buildup and it would be nice to see some of it
here. Let’s get to it.

Here is Dynamite if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Will Ospreay vs. Shane Taylor

Anthony 0Ogogo is here with Ospreay and the Undisputed Kingdom
comes out to watch at ringside. Ospreay dropkicks him to the
floor to start and takes Taylor down with a dive, followed by
a springboard back inside. Taylor hits a hard shoulder to put
Ospreay down so Matt Taven goes after Ospreay, meaning Taylor
gets to yell a bit. Ospreay manages to post Taylor and send
him into Taven. 0gogo uses the distraction to get in a cheap
shot on Ospreay as we take a break.

Back with Ospreay hitting a handspring kick to the head to
stagger Taylor, setting up a top rope shot to the back of said
head. The Hidden Blade is blocked and Taylor’s running splash
gets two. One heck of a clothesline gives Taylor the same and
he blocks the Oscutter, setting up a Marcus Garvey Driver for
two more. The package piledriver is blocked so Taylor goes up,
only to get caught with the Cheeky Nandos Kick. The Storm
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Driver out of the corner gives Ospreay the pin at 9:53.

Rating: B-. Ospreay is put in trouble and fights back to win
over the monster in the end. That’s a perfectly fine way to go
and gives Ospreay a nice victory on the way to his title shot.
The problem continues to be that the International Title feels
way beneath Ospreay and the more he’s built up, the bigger
that problem becomes. Unless they have some kind of genius way
out, Ospreay almost has to win the title, and he’'s being built
up well if he’s going to become the new champion.

Post match the Undisputed Kingdom goes after Ospreay, who
takes them out like he’s a big star and they’re a bunch of
goons.

Team AEW is happy with Darby Allin joining the team with Eddie
Kingston out injured. Tonight, they’re ready for Lance Archer
and the Righteous.

Jon Moxley is ready to face Konosuke Takeshita at Double Or
Nothing. The BCC fights for violence, with Claudio Castagnoli
saying he hates talking because it should be about going out
there to fight.

Chris Jericho and Big Bill aren’t happy with Hook for
attacking them, but Jericho likes Hook showing that kind of
fire. That’s why Jericho is here, because Hook needs someone
to teach him.

Hook vs. Johnny TV

This is a qualifying match for a triple threat match for a
future FTW Title shot and Taya Valkyrie is here with TV. Hook
takes him down to start and goes for the arm but TV’s rollup
gets two. A suplex and clothesline put TV down and Hook
counters a high kick into another suplex. Taya’'s distraction
lets TV hit the Flying Chuck but Starship Pain misses,
allowing Hook to grab Redrum for the tap at 3:27.



Rating: C. They didn’'t have time to do much here but I like
Hook getting to do something other than the hardcore matches.
He's only going to get so much out of those, so putting him in
here with a veteran, even in a short match, is going to let
him learn a bit more. Now just let him beat Jericho into the
ground (again) and he might be able to move on to something a
bit better.

Katsuyori Shibata vs. Rocky Romero

Another FTW qualifying match. They go technical to start with
Shibata grabbing the arm before switching into a Figure Four.
That’s broken up so Romero grabs an Octopus, which is reversed
into another Figure Four. Romero is out again and grabs a
tornado DDT as we take a break.

Back with Romero kicking at the arm, with Shibata telling him
to keep it up. Shibata chops away but Romero ties him in the
ropes for a middle rope dropkick. Sliced Bread doesn’t work
for Romero, who comes up favoring his leg, meaning Shibata can
grab a kneebar. Romero makes the rope so Shibata suplexes him
for two more. With that broken up, Shibata goes back to the
Figure Four for the win at 10:01.

Rating: B-. Perfectly acceptable, if not good, wrestling here
with Shibata picking apart a limb and then working it over
until Romero gave up. That helps to make up for the lack of
drama, as Romero winning wouldn’t have made much sense. Romero
might not be the most interesting star, but he’s a rather
strong hand in the ring, which is a very valuable thing to
have.

Brvan Keith vs. Beefcake Boulder

This is the final FTW qualifying match, making me wonder how
the participants were chosen. Boulder has Bronson and Jacked
Jameson with him, the latter of whom talks about how much
trash he has seen in this city. Keith gets knocked into the
corner to start but slips out of a slam and kicks away at the



leg. Jameson offers a distraction but Keith uses it to send
Bronson into Boulder’s hairy chest. Diamond Dust finishes
Bronson at 1:43. Well that was fast.

Pac doesn’t care about what Bullet Club Gold has been saying
to them. He wants them to make him feel something and care.
The interviewer can leave him alone too.

We look back at Mercedes Mone and Willow Nightingale signing a
contract on Dynamite.

Bullet Club Gold appears for a match but they have attacked
Pac and carried him out to the stage. Much like 1in the
previous match: well that was fast.

Christian Cage tells Nick Wayne that he has a warmup match
tonight before he faces Swerve Strickland on Dynamite. Wayne
thanks Cage for turning him into a man.

Orange Cassidy vs. Isiah Kassidy

We’ll go with first names to make things a bit more simple.
Orange flips around to start and they go to the mat, with
Orange grabbing a quickly broken surfboard. Isiah avoids the
Orange Punch so Orange hits a suicide dive as Don Callis 1is
watching in the back. There’s the running dropkick against the
barricade..and here 1is Trent Beretta in the crowd. The
distraction lets Isiah get in a whip to the barricade, setting
up a tilt-a-whirl backbreaker.

We take a break and come back with Orange countering a
piledriver attempt on the steps. They get back in where
Stundog Millionaire and the spinning DDT plant Isiah. Both of
them head to the apron where Orange kicks him out to the
floor. Another Beretta distraction lets Isiah get in a cheap
shot, allowing him to use the referee for the Silly String.
Orange pops up and hits the Beach Break for the pin at 12:12.

Rating: C+. They’'re piling up the nice matches without much in



the way of drama over the winner. Orange vs. Beretta 1is
continuing, likely in some big showdown at Double Or Nothing,
which should be where Orange gets his big win to win the feud
for good. Another pretty good match here, as it helps move
towards something important down the line.

Post break Beretta says he’s better than Cassidy, who had to
cheat to beat him. The challenge is on for Double Or Nothing,
with Cassidy pulling him over the barricade.

Serena Deeb vs. Anna Jay

Deeb starts fast and elbows away, setting up a swinging
neckbreaker for two. Jay gets tied up in a Paradise Lock for
the running dropkick. Back up and Jay snaps off a northern
lights suplex, only to get neckbreakered over the middle rope.
We take a break and come back with Jay fighting out of an
abdominal stretch and grabbing a Downward Spiral for two. Deeb
ties her in the ropes for a dragon screw legwhip, followed by
a hammerlock lariat for two of her own. The Queenslayer goes
on out of nowhere and Deeb has to flip out. A faceplant into
the Serenity Lock makes Jay tap at 8:34.

Rating: C. Much like the Shibata match earlier, Deeb picked
Jay apart and made her give up in the end. That's a perfectly
fine way to go, but my goodness it would be nice to have Jay
either be some up and coming star or cannon fodder for the
biggest stories. This is what she’s been doing for a long time
now and she’s not getting anywhere new as a result.

Post match Luther comes out and steals Deeb’s flag. Mariah May
comes out to hold the flag up so Toni Storm can come to the
stage and disrobe behind it. The flag is wrapped around Storm
and the villains leave.

Video on Swerve Strickland vs. Christian Cage.

Nick Wayne vs. Jack Cartwheel




Wayne jumps him to start and stomps away but Cartwheel fights
back up. Cartwheel sends him outside, where Wayne pulls a
Samoa Joe by sidestepping the big dive. Back in and Wayne's
World connects...for no cover. Instead it’s a Swerve Strickland
House Call for the pin on Cartwheel at 2:19.

FTR/Bryan Danielson vs. Righteous/Lance Archer

Harwood and Vincent fight over a lockup to start, with the
latter whipping him hard into the corner. That’s broken up and
Harwood snaps off a suplex before a double slam gives Wheeler
two. It’s off to Dutch so Wheeler snaps off some jabs,
allowing Harwood to come back in for a Russian legsweep. The
fans want Danielson as everything breaks down and we take a
break.

Back with Harwood fighting out of a chinlock but Vincent drops
him again. Harwood sends Archer into the corner and avoids
Dutch’s elbow drop, allowing the tag back to Danielson to
start cleaning house. Dutch gets low bridged to the floor and
the suicide dive connects. Everything breaks down and Archer
has to save Dutch from the LeBell Lock. Autumn Sunshine gets
two, with Wheeler having to make the save. Vincent gets
PowerPlexed but Danielson has to break up the Blackout. That
leaves Vincent to walk into the Shatter Machine for the pin at
12:52.

Rating: B. This was the best match on the show and that
shouldn’t be a big surprise given the talent involved.
Danielson can make anything work and FTR is still probably the
best team in the company. The villains did their job well
enough before ultimately falling to the better team.
Commentary kept talking about how Archer and the Righteous
were doing this at the Elite’s bidding so at least it ties
into the bigger story.

Post match the villains beat Danielson and FTR down, including
a bunch of chair shots to Harwood’s ribs. Wheeler gets Blacked



Out onto a chair but Daniel Garcia comes out with a chair of
his own for the save.

Overall Rating: B. Collision is such a weird show. The
wrestling ranges from fine to good, but two hours of little
more than setting up things for Dynamite and supplements to
the midcard feuds makes for a long, long sit. Throw in Rampage
after and it’s even more tedious. That makes it all the more
frustrating as this is by no means a bad show and I enjoy it
more than Dynamite most of the time. You just have to remember
that very rarely is anything big going to happen and it’s much
more about setting things up for Dynamite, where everything
happens. That makes for a rather good, yet at times tedious,
two hours.

Results

Will Ospreay b. Shane Taylor — Storm Driver

Hook b. Johnny TV — Redrum

Katsuyori Shibata b. Rocky Romero — Figure Four

Bryan Keith b. Beefcake Boulder — Diamond Dust

Orange Cassidy b. Isiah Kassidy — Beach Break

Nick Wayne b. Jack Cartwheel — House Call

Bryan Danielson/FTR b. Righteous/Lance Archer — Shatter
Machine to Vincent

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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