Dynamite — May 22, 2024: It
Didn’t Do The Important Thing

Dynamite
Date: May 22, 2024

Location: Mechanics Bank Arena, Bakersfield, California
Commentators: Excalibur, Tony Schiavone, Taz

We're less than four days away from Double Or Nothing and that
means 1t is time for one of the final pushes to the show.
There is a good chance that we’ll be seeing some more matches
added to the card. Other than that, we are probably going to
be seeing more of the Young Bucks because of course. Let’s get
to it.

Here is Collision if you need a recap.

Opening sequence, including clips from Furiosa as part of a
crossover event.

Orange Cassidy/Will Ospreay vs. Roderick Strong/Trent Beretta

Don Callis is on commentary and suggests that Cassidy is now
one of “his guys”. Cassidy and Beretta slug it out on the
floor to start before Cassidy comes back in for a high
crossbody on Strong. The Kingdom distracts Ospreay so Trent
can get in a cheap shot and take over. Ospreay knocks Strong
away and brings Cassidy in to clean house but Beretta crotches
him on top. A gutbuster onto the top drops Ospreay again and
all four brawl to the floor as we take a break.

Back with Cassidy..seemingly trying to nip up but crawling over
for the tag to Ospreay instead. Strong cuts Ospreay off with a
half and half suplex and then hits a spinning faceplant for
two. Ospreay is back with a poisonrana and Cassidy falls off
the top (on purpose) for two more on Strong.
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Cassidy’s top rope DDT plants Beretta and another DDT drops
Strong for two. Strong is back up and tries End Of Heartache
but Callis grabs Cassidy’s foot, allowing him to grab Stundog
Millionaire. The Kingdom’s interference fails but here 1is
Wardlow to deck Ospreay from behind. Strong grabs End Of
Heartache to pin Cassidy at 12:56.

Rating: B. Rather hot opener here with Strong getting the win
that he needs to boost himself up before what is likely a loss
to Ospreay on Sunday. Even with the Undisputed Kingdom around
him, it’s hard to imagine him leaving with the title without
some kind of screwy finish. The Callis/Cassidy stuff..yeah I'm
not feeling it, but odds are it continues on Sunday.

Post match Beretta chokes Cassidy out and Strong busts Ospreay
open with the International Title.

The Young Bucks have security bar Darby Allin from the
building because they want the safest locker room 1in
wrestling. Sonjay Dutt comes in to suggest that he get paid
extra if Satnam Singh takes out Bryan Danielson.

Here is Bullet Club Gold for a chat (and yes the wagon for all
of their belts is funny). Jay White doesn’t think much of Pac
(he's not sure how to pronounce it) because Pac has been
messing with things that don’t concern him. Pac pops up on
screen and brings back the Lucha Bros to reform the Death
Triangle. Cue Death Triangle to clear the ring and Pac issues
the title challenge for Double Or Nothing.

Bryan Keith vs. Katsuyori Shibata vs. Hook

For a shot at Chris Jericho’s FTW Title on Sunday with Jericho
on commentary. Shibata and Hook both go after Keith in the
corner to start before trading suplexes. Keith gets in one of
his own and we take an early break. Back with Shibata hitting
running boots in the corner until Hook gets Redrum on Keith.
Shibata breaks that up and gets the Figure Four on Keith...but
Hook adds Redrum on Keith for the double submission at 6:31.



Rating: C. Ok so it’s going to be a triple threat at the pay
per view, making me wonder why Keith, or the qualifying
matches, needed to take place at all. At least they didn’t
make it go long so Jericho didn’'t get to talk that much. Hook
being featured is a good thing, though I'm almost scared of
how long he’ll have to wait before getting a big win.

Post match Jericho grabs the mic and says he’s here to get
more camera time. He’'s proud of Hook and Shibata for
everything they’ve learned and yes the three way is official.
That’s from Tony Khan, making me wonder why he’s allowing the
Bucks to do anything at all.

We look at the first Mercedes Mone vs. Willow Nightingale
match from last year for New Japan, when Mone was injured.
This has set up their rematch at Double Or Nothing.

Video on Konosuke Takeshita.

Konosuke Takeshita vs. Matt Sydal

Takeshita jumps him to start and hits a hard brainbuster
before stopping to sneer. Sydal manages a quick hurricanrana
and a dropkick but walks into the Blue Thunder Bomb. One heck
of a right hand knocks Sydal silly for the pin at 2:00. Ok
that was WAY more effective than I was expecting. Nice work.

Post match Takeshita keeps up the beating until Jon Moxley
hits the ring..to talk. Or hit Takeshita with the microphone.
Back to back nice surprises.

The Young Bucks find Swerve Strickland sitting at their seat
and says hit his music because he’s up next.

Swerve Strickland vs. Nick Wayne

Non-title and Wayne is alone for once. Wayne runs away to
start but Swerve catches him for a whipping with a belt.
Swerve picks him up but gets tornado DDTed on the floor as we
take a break. Back with Swerve belly to back superplexing him



onto the apron and hitting the Swerve Stomp onto the floor.
They get back inside and Wayne rolls him up for two with feet
on the ropes, as the band-aid over Swerve’'s eye is falling
off. Swerve isn’t having that and hits the House Call for the
pin at 8:57.

Rating: C+. The ending was just about perfect as Swerve turned
it on and beat Wayne like the lower level star that Wayne is.
Swerve shouldn’t be having trouble beating Wayne and as soon
as it started getting difficult, he finished things off out of
nowhere. It was a well put together match as it went the way
it should have and that’s nice to see.

Post match Killswitch comes in to beat down Swerve as
Christian Cage comes in. Swerve takes out Luchasaurus and Cage
sprints off, steals a car and bails..but gets cut off by Prince
Nana in another car. Swerve shows up and gives Cage a beatdown
so good that I’'ll forget to wonder how Nana knew where he
should have been at the perfect time. Cage avoids a Conchairto
on the hood of the car.

Malakai Black vs. Kyle 0'Reilly

They trade strikes to start (shocking indeed) until Black
grabs a headlock. 0’'Reilly kicks the leg out on a springboard
attempt and sweeps the leg for a bonus. Black kicks him out to
the floor though and we take an early break. Back with
O’'Reilly’s rebound lariat being cut off by an elbow to the
face.

0'Reilly snaps off a German suplex for two and the hard kicks
keep Black in trouble. The ankle lock goes on but 0’Reilly
legs go for no apparent reason, allowing Black to hit a
brainbuster for two. Back up and Black head fakes him, setting
up The End for the knock out and the pin at 10:21.

Rating: B-. This was mainly about the striking and it worked
pretty well, with Black looking like more of a killer on the
way to the pay per view. The End is one of those moves that is



going to knock anyone cold and that makes Black dangerous. I'm
not feeling the Black vs. Copeland feud, but it's nice to see
Black getting built up again.

Post match the lights go out and Black gets a Bloodbath. Adam
Copeland pops up to say see you soon.

We look at Bryan Danielson’s history in Anarchy In The Arena
and what he is willing to do to fight for AEW.

Double Or Nothing rundown.

We look at Toni Storm stealing Serena Deeb’s flag and using it
as a towel on Saturday.

Toni Storm/Mariah May vs. Qutcasts

Zak Knight is here with the Qutcasts. Cameron gets sent to the
apron to start but manages a shoulder to May’s ribs. May takes
her down back inside and it’s off to Saraya, with the fans
seemingly approving. Storm comes in for the slugout and a
Thesz press into the right hands has Saraya in trouble. Storm
slams May onto Saraya for two and we pause for the referee to
check on Saraya. As you might expect, this lets Cameron come
in for a cheap shot so the villains can take over as we take a
break.

Back with Storm getting the tag to clean house, including a
headbutt to rock Cameron. A chokebomb hits Cameron as
everything breaks down. Storm and May pause for a hug but get
caught with stereo sunset bombs. Back up and Storm and May
kiss the Outcasts, setting up Storm Zero and May Day. Another
Storm Zero to Cameron finishes at 9:12.

Rating: C. The Storm/May/Deeb/Cameron/anyone else they're
bringing into things is so all over the place and I think
that’s what they’re trying to do with it. If the story has so
many moving parts, maybe it doesn’t need to make that much
sense. The fans are reacting to the people in it and that



might be enough for whatever it is they’re doing.

Storm teases disrobing behind Serena Deeb’s flag again but
Deeb runs in with a chair shot. And a shoe shot, which sets up
a half crab in a chair to make Storm tap.

Bullet Club Gold wants Death Triangle at Double Or Nothing.
That’s already set so I guess they’re just happy about it?

Brvan Danielson vs. Satnam Singh

Jeff Jarrett, Sonjay Dutt and Jay Lethal are here with Singh.
Danielson kicks away in the corner to start and is quickly
swatted away. A delayed suplex drops Danielson and they head
outside. Danielson is sent into the steps as Dutt loads up the
announcers’ table...which collapses on its own.

Danielson comes back with the strikes, including a hard shot
against the barricade. A Jarrett distraction lets Singh
chokeslam him onto the apron for two as the beating is on.
Dutt pulls the turnbuckle pad off but Danielson gets in a low
blow and strikes away. Singh chops him from his knees but
Danielson strikes him down again. The LeBell Lock goes on,
with the other villains coming in for the DQ at 4:52.

Rating: C+. This was a good example of “well, what else were
they supposed to do?”. Singh did his basic giant stuff, but it
was more about giving Danielson an obstacle to overcome. The
whole point was about the Elite getting Danielson in trouble
and that went well, especially the beatdown. Good storytelling
for a mediocre match.

Post match Danielson fights back and gets the guitar but Singh
punches it to pieces. Cue the Young Bucks with an envelope (to
pay off Dutt and company) but the EVP Trigger only sees their
knees collide. Kazuchika Okada comes out for a distraction,
allowing Jack Perry to jump Danielson from behind. Danielson
is taken up the ramp as Darby Allin arrives in a car, driven
by Tony Khan.



Allin comes into the ring and scares the Elite off with a
flamethrower (yes a flamethrower) as Nick is sent through a
table to end the show. Khan already being back makes me wonder
if they’re going to just blow off the Bucks’ story on Sunday.
It’s probably false hope, but it's better than nothing.

Overall Rating: B-. This was an odd show, as it certainly had
good parts and things that kept me interested, but it didn’t
do much about making me want to see Double Or Nothing. The pay
per view should be good, though nothing on it has me begging
to see what they’re going to do. This show, while certainly
not bad, didn’t make me want to see the pay per view that much
more and that’'s not a great sign heading into Sunday.

Results

Roderick Strong/Trent Beretta b. Will Ospreay/Orange Cassidy —
End Of Heartache to Cassidy

Hook and Katsuyori Shibata b. Bryan Keith — Double submission
Konosuke Takeshita b. Matt Sydal — Right hand

Swerve Strickland b. Nick Wayne — House Call

Malakai Black b. Kyle 0’'Reilly — The End

Toni Storm/Mariah May b. Outcasts — Storm Zero to Cameron
Bryan Danielson b. Satnam Singh when Jay Lethal and Jeff
Jarrett interfered

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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