Collision — May 25, 2024: Rah
Rah

Collision

Date: May 25, 2024

Location: MGM Grand Garden Arena, Las Vegas, Nevada
Commentators: Tony Schiavone, Nigel McGuinness

It's the last show before Double Or Nothing and the show has a
little more work to be done. There is a good chance that a
match or two, plus something on the Buy-In, could be added
here as they have a lot of people with nothing to do. Other
than that we should be in for some interesting action,
including the Gunns vs. the Lucha Bros. Let’s get to it.

Here is Dynamite if you need a recap.

Here is Jon Moxley for a chat and it is five years to the day
of his AEW debut. Before he can say anything, cue Don Callis
to interrupt. Callis talks about how he and Moxley got
together to beat Kenny Omega last year. Moxley is blamed for
putting the 24 stitches in Callis’ head, with the fans wanting
it ONE MORE TIME.

Then Moxley said Callis was one of them now, because they are
two of the same people. They’'re both high functioning
sociopaths and if they got together, no one could stop them.
He wants to know what it takes to get this deal with Moxley
done. Moxley offers to put 24 more stitches in his head but
here 1is Konosuke Takeshita to jump Moxley from behind.
Moxley’s arm is Pillmanized and the Blackpool Combat Club come
in for the too late save.

After Dynamite, a ticked off and bloody Will Ospreay swore
vengeance against Roderick Strong. Ospreay can bring the
intensity when he needs to and it was on full display here.
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Claudio Castagnoli/Daniel Garcia/??? vs. Righteous/Lance
Archer

The good guys need a partner and here is...Hiroshi Tanahashi!
Well that works. The fans are impressed and it'’s Castagnoli
trading shoulders with Dutch to start. Dutch easily slams him
but Castagnoli gives him one of his own. Garcia comes in and
knocks Vincent into the corner before Tanahashi comes in for
Twist And Shout to Archer. Tanahashi’s guitar accompanies
Garcia’s dancing but Archer breaks it up as we take a break.

Back with Garcia suplexing his way out of trouble and handing
it off to Tanahashi to forearm away at Archer. Everything
breaks down and Castagnoli plants Archer but the High Fly Flow
1s broken up. Orange Sunshine hits Tanahashi but Castagnoli
makes the save. Everything breaks down and Tanahashi Sling
Blades Archer down. The High Fly Flow gives Tanahashi the pin
at 9:35.

Rating: C+. The action was ok enough but obviously this was
about the surprise with Tanahashi of all people showing up as
a mystery partner. There’s a good chance that this is the
first step towards Forbidden Door and if that is the case, it
makes sense to start with a huge name. Not a great match, but
a fine way to use ten minutes.

Video on the greatness of the Young Bucks and everything they
have done for AEW, with Team AEW daring to stand up to them.

Lucha Bros vs. The Gunns

If the Bros win, tomorrow’s six man match is for the titles.
Penta and Colten start things off with the Bros clearing the
ring rather quickly. The Gunns take over on the floor and it’s
Penta in trouble in the corner back inside. Austin comes in to
hammer away and we take a break. Back with Penta hitting a
superkick and handing it off to Fenix to pick up the pace.
Everything breaks down and a Fameasser gets two on Fenix, with
Penta making the save. The 3:10 To Yuma is broken up and the



spike Fear Factor finishes Colten at 8:14.

Rating: B-. It’'s nice to have the Lucha Bros back, though it’s
hard to fathom that they are actually going to stick around
for a long time. When they’re on their game, they’re one of
the best teams around though and it should be a good fight
tomorrow with the Trios Titles on the line. They didn’t waste
time with this one and it wound up being a hot enough match.

Chris Jericho, with Big Bill, knows he has to work hard
tomorrow to win but he believes he can do it. Bryan Keith
comes in to say Jericho will see him again. Jericho: “Thanks
Bryan!”

Kyle O0'Reilly vs. KM

KM strikes away to start but charges into a boot in the
corner. 0’'Reilly pulls him into the cross armbreaker for the
tap at 1:09.

Video on Mercedes Mone.

We look at Mone brawling with Willow Nightingale last night on
Rampage.

Here is Nightingale for a chat. Nightingale says you can’t
have a show on TBS without the TBS Champion but last night,
Mone put her hands on the title. They are way past respect and
Nightingale promises to wreck Mone tomorrow night. She broke
her neck a few years ago and fought through that, so Mone
isn’'t going to stop her. Mone can’t beat her at any percent
and tomorrow night, she’ll prove she’s the better woman. Fired
up promo from Nightingale here.

Trent Beretta promises to show the world what he has known for
a long time. Rocky Romero comes in to say that no matter what
happens tomorrow night, he hopes they can put this behind
them. Trent says that is not happening and never interrupt him
again.



House Of Black vs. Gates Of Agony vs. Infantry vs. Acclaimed

Caster and Bravo trade rollups to start and it’s off to Bowens
vs. Matthews, with the latter tagging himself in. Kaun comes
in to face Matthews instead but it’s quickly off to Toa vs.
King, with the big clotheslines staggering both of them.
Everything breaks down and King hits a big suicide dive and we
take a break.

Back with Murphy chinlocking Caster but the Infantry breaks it
up. A bunch of superkicks send Matthews into the corner for
the tag to King but Toa comes in to wreck people as well.
Everything breaks down and Toa Samoan Drops King for two. The
Infantry hit stereo dives to the floor but Matthews saves King
from Boot Camp back inside. A Cannonball/running boot
combination hits Bravo to give King the pin at 10:30.

Rating: B-. This felt like the main event of a Ring Of Honor
show and that’'s not the worst thing. I'm not sure how much
this 1is going to make a difference for any of the teams going
forward, but the team with the most going on getting the win
is the right way to go. They kept things going here and it
wasn’t boring so there are worse ways to use time on this
show.

Adam Copeland knew that Malakai Black was going to come after
him because he lives in the shadows Copeland cast. Black
wanted this version of Copeland, but imagine the kind of force
he and Black could be. Imagine if he beats Black and the House
joins him. When you see the evil in a man’s eyes, it’s already
too late.

Toni Storm, still in agony after Serena Deeb’s attack, says
she’ll make Deeb’s seizures feel like a walk in the park.

Levla Hirsch vs. Mariah May

May chops away to start but Hirsch backs her up. That earns
Hirsch a chest to the face (Nigel: “I wish I was wrestling



again.”) and a dropkick as we take a break. Back with Hirsch
missing a moonsault but blocking a running shot in the corner.
Hirsch grabs a German suplex for two but May is back with a
headbutt into a running knee for the pin at 7:14.

Rating: C+. As is the case with most of the women’s matches in
this slot on any show, so much of the match was in the
commercial that there wasn’t time to do much. May gets a win
to keep her going towards..whatever the story is with her and
Toni Storm and company. Hirsch continues to feel like someone
who could go somewhere, but that isn’t likely to happen
anytime soon.

Serena Deeb is ready for Deeb Or Nothing and she’s ready to
stretch Toni Storm.

Video on Christian Cage vs. Swerve Strickland.

FTR/Bryan Danielson vs. Satnam Singh/Jeff Jarrett/Jay Lethal

Sonjay Dutt and Karen Jarrett are here with the villains.
Danielson and Jarrett start things off and Jarrett gets in an
early strut. Lethal comes in instead and gets kneed in the
ribs. It's off to Harwood to take over on Lethal, with Wheeler
getting to send him into the corner. Singh grabs Wheeler by
the throat though and drops him throat first across the top as
we take a break.

Back with Harwood small packaging Lethal for two but getting
caught in the Lethal Combination. Singh comes in for some
chokeslams from his knee, with Wheeler’s middle rope ax handle
breaking it up. It’'s back to Danielson to hammer away on
Jarrett in the corner but Lethal breaks up the LeBell Lock.

Danielson and Wheeler hit stereo dives before Singh
accidentally posts himself. Everyone gets together to kick
away at Singh, with a bunch of knees putting him down. Lethal
is back in for a double Lethal Injection but the referee
catches Karen sending in the guitar. Instead it’s a chair



coming in but Jeff chairs Singh by mistake. The running knee
finishes Jeff at 10:30.

Rating: B-. This was a nice warmup for Team AEW before their
match tomorrow, with commentary playing up the idea that the
Young Bucks had paid off the villains to soften the heroes up.
It'’s a simple story but they did it well, which shouldn’t
surprise you given who was out there. Jarrett and company
might not be a top level stable, but they’'re fine for short
term villains to be taken down after giving the good guy a
sweat.

Post match Wheeler says FTR debuted here four years ago and
now he will live, breathe, fight and die for this company.
Everyone 1is better off because of AEW and they are banged up
but they are going to fight for AEW tomorrow night. Harwood
says they are fighting for everyone who watches at home and if
they die tomorrow, they’ll go out as your heroes. AEW
certainly loves these rah rah speeches lately and this was
another one of them.

Overall Rating: C+. I liked this well enough and now I need to
see them do their thing tomorrow with the big show. They did
enough to build up some things for Sunday, with a stipulation
being added to the trios match and some stories being slightly
advanced. Double Or Nothing needs to be a solid hit and this
helped set the stage for it, which is about as good as you
could expect with what they had to offer tonight.

Results

Hiroshi Tanahashi/Claudio Castagnoli/Daniel Garcia b. The
Righteous/Lance Archer — High Fly Flow to Archer

Lucha Bros b. The Gunns — Spike Fear Factor to Colten

Kyle O0'Reilly b. KM — Cross armbreaker

House Of Black b. Gates Of Agony, Infantry and Acclaimed -
Cannonball/running boot combination to Bravo

Mariah May b. Leyla Hirsch — Running knee

Bryan Danielson/FTR b. Jeff Jarrett/Jay Lethal/Satnam Singh -



Running knee to Jarrett

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of vyour
wrestling headline needs.
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