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Location: PPL Center, Allentown, Pennsylvania
Commentators: Tony Schiavone, Nigel McGuinness

It’s time to wrap up the build for Forbidden Door, with just
over a week to go before the event. In this case we have a
major match as Kazuchika Okada will face CMLL legend Ultimo
Guerrero in a rather unique international match. Other than
that, we have the International Title on the line as Will
Ospreay defends against Brian Cage so let’s get to it.

Here is Dynamite if you need a recap.

Samoa Joe/Hook/Katsuyori Shibata vs. Premiere Athletes

Joe and Tony Nese start things off with Joe running him over
off a shoulder. An elbow to the face does it again and it’s
off to Hook for some clubberin in the corner. Daivari comes in
and  takes  Hook  down  for  a  seated  full  nelson,  with  Hook
fighting up rather quickly. It’s off to Shibata vs. Woods, who
strike it out for a bit before fighting over arm control on
the mat. Nese comes in for a cheap shot to the knee but
Shibata just sidesteps a top rope moonsault (Joe approves).

In addition to approving, Joe also comes in but a distraction
lets Woods get in a neck snap across the top rope to take
over. That doesn’t last long either as Joe is back with a
backsplash and Hook comes in to beat up the Athletes. Woods
manages a release German suplex so Shibata comes back in and
dropkicks Nese in the corner. The cross armbreaker finishes
Nese at 7:35.

Rating: C+. I’d think we’re done with Joe and company against
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the Athletes, which we should have been done with a few weeks
ago. If nothing else, it’s another case where people treated
as bigger deals in Ring Of Honor are massacred on the main
roster, but it’s also Joe and company taking longer than they
needed to in order to beat a weak set of opponents. Joe and
company  could  have  something,  but  they  need  better
competition.

The Bang Bang Gang isn’t happy that Juice Robinson isn’t an
official Trios Champion. Now the House Of Black is getting a
title shot so Jay White is going to come back with TEN ABS.

Learning Tree vs. Private Party

Bryan Keith is here with the Learning Tree. Jericho starts
with Quen but hands it off to Bill before anything can happen.
Bill hammers away in the corner and then sends Quen flying
right back out of it. A missed charge gives Quen a breather
but Bill drops him with a right hand. Jericho comes in but
charges into a boot in the corner, allowing Kassidy to come in
and hammer away. The Silly String gives Kassidy two on Jericho
and it’s Quen coming back in to rain down his own right hands.
Jericho gets in a cheap shot though and we take a break.

Back  with  Quen  managing  to  knock  Jericho  down  and  bring
Kassidy back in. The pace is picked up until Jericho knocks
Quen down, leaving Kassidy to dive onto Bill. Quen’s 450 gets
two on Jericho but Bill gets in a big boot to give Jericho two
of his own. A hurricanrana is countered into the Walls but
Kassidy makes the rope. The very swinging Boss Man Slam gets
two more and Bill chokeslams Quen onto Kassidy for the same.
Kassidy is back up with a step up dropkick to Bill and Gin and
Juice into a Codebreaker gets two on Jericho. Keith is back up
with a foreign object to knock Kassidy silly though, giving
Jericho the pin at 14:53.

Rating: C+. The best thing here is the fact that it wasn’t
Jericho talking. Jericho having more followers isn’t the worst



idea but the talking is quite a bit to take. Beating Private
Party is fine, but the Learning Tree needs someone better to
feud against than a fairly low level tag team.

Post match the villains go for the beatdown but Hook/Samoa
Joe/Katsuyori Shibata come in for the save. The challenge is
made for the six man at Forbidden Door. Jericho seems in as
Keith seems to have hurt his arm.

Kazuchika Okada vs. Ultimo Guerrero

Non-title and Guerrero is in a mask here despite having lost
his mask in 2014. Okada slaps his hand in respect to start and
they  trade  armdrags  for  an  early  standoff.  We  pause  for
Guerrero to play to the fans as commentary says their Spanish
isn’t great. Guerrero plants Okada for two and chops away in
the corner before grabbing the chinlock. With that broken up,
Guerrero goes after the leg and then the arm, only for Okada
to come back with White Noise onto the knee as we take a
break.

Back with an exchange of running shots in the corner for a
double knockdown. They fight to the floor with Guerrero firing
off a chop before heading back inside. Guerrero has to adjust
his mask for about the fourteenth time, allowing Okada to come
back with the dropkick. Guerrero’s belly to back superplex is
broken up but the Rainmaker is blocked as well. Not that it
matters as Okada pulls the mask off and hits the Rainmaker for
the pin at 11:45.

Rating: B-. This is a good example of what’s wrong with the
way these international guest stars are introduced. Guerrero
is a legend and has done all kinds of amazing things in
wrestling but unless you’ve watched him in CMLL or elsewhere,
he’s just a guy who was brought in and lost to Okada in about
twelve minutes. If you want to do some kind of dream match,
set it up a bit better than just throwing it on Collision with
a few days’ notice and nothing from Guerrero coming in.



Dante Martin talks about breaking his leg in a ladder match
and some people say he’s crazy for getting in another one.
It’s going to take a bit of crazy to make him TNT Champion.
Lio Rush comes in and says he has Top Flight’s back, but he
wants the TNT Title for himself. They’ll see each other at
Forbidden Door.

We look at the Patriarchy attacking Buddy Matthews last week.

Patriarchy vs. Jacked Jameson/Iron Savages

Christian Cage joins commentary, despite being in the match.
Bronson takes a sip of the Savage Sauce to start and gets
dropped, allowing Wayne to get in a cheap shot from behind.
Bronson gets up and hits a backdrop before rubbing Wayne’s
face into Boulder’s chest. It’s off to Killswitch to clean
house and Wayne dives onto Boulder and Jameson on the floor.
Back up and Bronson clotheslines Killswitch to one knee, only
for Killswitch to come back with a chokeslam. Now Cage is
willing to go to the ring and hit the Killswitch for the pin
on Bronson at 4:40.

Rating: C. Jameson and the Savages are at or near the top of
the worst acts in all of AEW or ROH and that was the case
again here. They talk trash, they do the stupid hairy chest
deal, and then they lose. I’m not sure who I was supposed to
be cheering for here and the way both teams acted didn’t make
it any less complicated.

We look at Mercedes Mone going to Arena Mexico and getting in
a big brawl with Stephanie Vaquer. Still not shown in AEW:
Vaquer having a match.

Toni Storm/Mariah May vs. Lady Frost/Leyla Hirsch

Storm and Hirsch start things off and fight over a lockup with
neither being able to get very far. Storm front facelocks her
into the corner and brings May in to chop away at Frost. A
running hip attack puts Frost on the floor and we take a



break. Back with Storm hitting a Backstabber out of the corner
for two on Hirsch.

A cross armbreaker has Storm in trouble but May hits a running
knee for the save. Stereo hip attacks miss in the corners
though and Hirsch hits running knees on May (Nigel: “SHE’S
JUST A CHILD!!!”). Everything breaks down and Storm and May
hit stereo German suplexes. The running hip attacks set up
Storm Zero to pin Hirsch at 8:05.

Rating: C+. Not bad here and a good way to show Storm and May
working well together. That’s the kind of thing that plays
into the story with May needing to pick between Storm and Mina
Shirakawa, which continues to be one of the best things going
into Forbidden Door. I’m still not sure why I’m supposed to be
interested in Shirakawa, but I’ll take what I can get.

Serena Deeb talks about being on a losing streak but she won’t
give up. Open challenge next week.

House Of Black vs. LSG/MSG

Black and MSG start things off with Black striking away, as
you might have expected. King comes in and chops the soul from
LSG, setting up Dante’s Inferno to finish MSG at 1:52.

Post break the House Of Black says revenge is a straight line
and they feel nothing.

Hechicero vs. Matt Menard

The Gates Of Agony are here with Hechicero. Menard strikes
away  to  start  and  is  quickly  knocked  out  to  the  floor.
Hechicero bites away at his head and hits a backdrop before
snapping Menard’s arm. A missed charge in the corner lets
Menard strike away and a cutter gets two. Hechicero is right
back with the headscissor driver into an armbar using his legs
for the tap at 3:19.

Rating: C+. This wasn’t exactly a major showcase for Hechicero



and I’m still not sure why he is the one getting MJF’s first
pay per view match after six months away. He has some cool
technical stuff and his match with Bryan Danielson was rather
good, but it was only kind of on display here. Also, they
didn’t have anyone other than Menard to be the designated
victim here? Why do that to one of your commentators?

We get a rather emotional interview with Jeff Jarrett talking
about his friendship with Owen Hart. Jarrett, fighting back
tears, talks about how he wants to be there for Owen’s kids
and how this means more to him than anything else. This was
really  good,  though  it’s  hard  to  imagine  that  Jarrett  is
making it past the first round.

International Title: Will Ospreay vs. Brian Cage

Ospreay is defending and Cage charges at him in the corner to
start.  The  champ  gets  dropped  fast  and  his  running
hurricanrana attempt is pulled out of the air. Cage misses a
charge over the top though and Ospreay takes him out with a
slingshot dive. We take a break and come back with Ospreay
fighting out of a bearhug and scoring with an enziguri.

A Phenomenal Forearm gets two on Cage but he snaps off a
German suplex to drop Ospreay again. The apron superplex gets
two on Ospreay so the fans try to get behind him. Ospreay is
back with a shot to the face but the Hidden Blade and Oscutter
are both blocked. A sitout powerbomb puts Cage down for no
cover and they slug it out from their knees. Cage is back up
with an F5 for two and we take another break.

Back again with Ospreay firing off some kicks to the face but
Cage gives him a helicopter bomb. Ospreay’s hard shot to the
head gets two so he puts Cage up. The super hurricanrana is
loaded up but Cage reverses into a super swinging powerslam
(that’s a new one) for two. They go up top again and this time
the super hurricanrana puts Cage down. A Stundog Millionaire
into a poisonrana drops Cage and the Oscutter gets two. The



Hidden Blade finishes Cage at 17:21.

Rating: B. It’s the kind of match where the ending wasn’t in
doubt and that’s perfectly fine. Ospreay can get an audience
into just about anything and that’s what he did here. There is
something fun about watching Ospreay fight back against a
monster and win in the end, though I’m still not sure if I can
imagine him winning the World Title next weekend.

Overall Rating: B-. Your taste in this show is going to depend
on whether you like the international guest stars and the
Learning Tree. That and the main event were the majority of
this show and it went well enough, with a bit more interest
than in most weeks. I’m not sure what they are going to do
once Forbidden Door is over as it is going to take away a lot
of their content, but hopefully they have something to make up
for it.

Results
Samoa Joe/Hook/Katsuyori Shibata b. Premiere Athletes – Cross
armbreaker to Nese
Learning Tree b. Private Part – Foreign object to Kassidy
Kazuchika Okada b. Ultimo Guerrero – Rainmaker
Patriarchy  b.  Jacked  Jameson/Iron  Savages  –  Killswitch  to
Bronson
Toni Storm/Mariah May b. Leyla Hirsch/Lady Frost – Storm Zero
to Hirsch
House Of Black b. LSG/MSG – Dante’s Inferno to MSG
Hechicero b. Matt Menard – Armbar
Will Ospreay b. Brian Cage – Hidden Blade

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:



http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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