
Dynamite  –  July  17,  2024:
Instant Classic
Dynamite
Date: July 17, 2024
Location: Simmons Bank Arena, Little Rock, Arkansas
Commentators: Excalibur, Tony Schiavone, Taz

It’s the 250th episode and that means the show is going to be
a  stacked  one.  In  this  case,  that  means  we  have  MJF
challenging Will Ospreay for the International Title, along
with a champion vs. champion match between Swerve Strickland
and Kazuchika Okada. It’s also a week before Blood & Guts so
we should get the final push. Let’s get to it.

Here is Collision if you need a recap.

International Title: Maxwell Jacob Friedman vs. Will Ospreay

MJF is challenging and bails to the floor to start. Back in
and MJF has to duck the Bidden Blade before dodging a bunch of
shots to the face. Ospreay flips over him and MJF isn’t sure
what to do. His best idea seems to be bailing out to the
floor, where Ospreay hits a big flip dive. Back in and MJF
manages  a  quick  Stunner  for  two,  meaning  frustration  is
staying on. Ospreay fights up again and knocks him to the
floor for the Sasuke Special.

A sky twister press gets two on MJF and it’s time to set up a
table at ringside. Instead they head back inside with Ospreay
chopping away until is back with a Cheeky Nandos Kick. The
fake knee injury lets MJF hit a piledriver for two and Ospreay
is down. The Figure Four goes on but Ospreay gets over to the
ropes. MJF whips him into the corner and the knee gives out,
which has MJF rather pleased. Ospreay gets back up again and
knocks him down for a needed breather, only to get his leg
taken out again.
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The brainbuster (which MJF shouts in advance) is countered
into a Stundog Millionaire and MJF rolls outside. Back in and
the Oscutter misses as MJF just kind of falls down and we take
a break. We come back with Ospreay hitting a handspring kick
to the head for the double knockdown but coming up favoring
his shoulder. They go out into the crowd with Ospreay (leg
seeming fine) striking away, and letting a kid get in a few
shots (ok that was great).

They head back to ringside where MJF gets another beating.
They go back inside to trade rollups for two each. Ospreay
grabs  a  poisonrana  but  MJF  is  back  with  the  Long  Island
Sunrise for two. MJF heads outside and has some water, which
he throws around with a nice look on his face before breaking
the count. The delay lets Ospreay get in a shot of his own and
Cross Rhodes (with a wink) connects for two.

Back up and MJF pokes him in the eye, setting up a stomp to
the arm. A hammerlock DDT gets two on Ospreay but MJF crotches
him on top. They go to the apron and fight over a piledriver
attempt until Ospreay hits a Styles Clash for two. Ospreay
plants him down for two more and we take another break.

Back again with MJF hitting a Tombstone for two and they head
to the apron, followed by a middle rope elbow to the back of
MJF’s head for two. MJF takes him up but gets reversed into a
super Styles Clash for a rather delayed near fall. Ospreay is
put on the table for the top rope elbow and the huge crash
sends us to another break. Back again with MJF holding the
abdominal  stretch  until  he  gets  caught  cheating,  allowing
Ospreay to hiptoss his way to freedom.

One heck of a backbreaker gives MJF two and he takes Ospreay
to  the  top  where,  after  some  pelvic  thrusting,  his  super
hurricanrana is flipped out of the air for a standoff. They
trade rollups for two each before the brainbuster is countered
into another Stundog Millionaire. Another poisonrana sets up a
countered Stormbreaker and a Spanish Fly gives Ospreay two.



They fight to the top again where Ospreay has to fight out of
a super Tombstone. The Oscutter and a running elbow to the
face gets two on MJF, who can barely move. The Hidden Blade
misses so Ospreay teases the Tiger Driver 91 as we have a
minute left. Ospreay picks him up but can’t bring himself to
go through with it. He doesn’t drop MJF but the referee gets
bumped. Back up and the big shot with the ring gives MJF the
pin and the title at 59:58.

Rating: A. This started hot and then kept going with some
great stuff. While it dragged a bit at times and the leg
injury was just dropped, they played up a great back and forth
match  with  MJF  finally  cheating  in  the  end  while  Ospreay
wanted to do it the right way. This was Ospreay getting to
show that he still has it and they had an awesome match
throughout.

Post match MJF gets some oxygen before bragging about his win.

The Acclaimed want in on Blood & Guts so Mark Briscoe and
Swerve Strickland agree.

It’s time for TV Time with the Learning Tree, with Big Bill
introducing Chris Jericho. After the “hi guys” and a lecture
about  how  Little  Rock  needs  to  work  on  its  crime  rates,
Jericho says this is the 250th Dynamite and he’s been on
almost all of them (Taz: “Shocking.”). Jericho promises to be
on every show until episode #500 before talking about how many
“accidents” there have been in recent weeks.

Who  would  be  crazy  enough  to  not  want  to  listen  to  the
Learning Tree? Cue Minoru Suzuki, with a paper in his hand.
Next week it’s Suzuki vs. Jericho with Bill and Bryan Keith
banned from ringside. I know he’s a legend, but I’m having
more and more trouble caring about Suzuki every time he shows
up.

The Elite aren’t going to lose their Tag Team Titles and
threaten to beat up Swerve Strickland so much that the World



Title is vacated. Mercedes Mone comes in to thank them for
banning Britt Baker from the building. Okada requests she do
her  dance,  which  she  obliges,  leaving  Okada  rather,  uh,
bothered.

TBS Title: Mercedes Mone vs. Nyla Rose

Mone is defending and is placed on the ropes, where it’s
already time to dance. Rose’s suplex is blocked so Mone tries
a tornado DDT. Rose blocks that as well (Rose: “HAVE YOU LOST
YOUR MIND???”) and plants Mone down as we take a break. Back
with Rose powering out of a suplex and hitting a splash in the
corner.

The Cannonball gets two but Mone kicks her off the ropes and
hits a Vader Bomb. The middle rope Meteora gives Banks two and
a middle rope bulldog puts Rose down again. Mone loads up a
CEO glove (ala Britt Baker) and grabs Lockjaw, with Rose just
biting her hand for the break. Instead the Statement Maker
(Bank Statement) makes Rose tap at 9:18.

Rating: C+. I know the ending was never in doubt whatsoever
but egads it’s frustrating to see Rose be such an incredibly
charismatic star only to come up short. Mone is by far the
bigger star but I’m still having trouble caring about almost
anything she does. It’s like she got to skip all of the stuff
that she would need to do to connect with the audience and is
just on top because of everything else she’s done. That makes
sense, but it’s not the easiest thing to watch.

Post match Mone rips up a DMD > CEO sign…and yeah of course
it’s Britt Baker.

We look back at Mariah May snapping on Toni Storm.

Jack Perry doesn’t care about Darby Allin beating up Brandon
Cutler, and proceeds to beat Cutler up himself. Allin can come
find him tonight. This would work better if there was any
reason to care about Cutler.



Here is Toni Storm……as played by Mariah May. Schiavone: “Speak
b**** come on now.” Taz and Excalibur: “WHOA TONY!” May says
everyone but Storm saw it coming because Storm was giving it
all away. The question shouldn’t be why, but rather why May
took so long. She didn’t think it would take this long either.
It was so easy though and she had so much fun stringing her
along. She was ready to turn on Storm but then she figured she
might as well beat her at Wembley.

Don’t worry though: she still loves Storm, who she never loved
more than when she was on her knees, bleeding in front of May.
The greatest performance will be at All In, because AEW is All
About Mariah. She didn’t exactly tell us anything we didn’t
know here, but it wasn’t supposed to be/didn’t need to be that
kind of an explanation.

On Collision, the Bang Bang Gang was stripped of the Trios
Titles but promise to win them back in their match for the
vacant  titles  on  Saturday.  This  still  seems  WAY  more
complicated  than  it  needs  to  be.

Kazuchika Okada vs. Swerve Strickland

Non-title. Okada takes over to start but Swerve slips out and
grabs a headscissors into the corner. Swerve gets in a bit of
dancing before they head outside, where Okada plants him with
a DDT. We take a break and come back with Swerve favoring his
wrist, allowing Okada to knock him down again.

The top rope elbow connects but Okada spends too much time
posing, allowing Swerve to roll him up for two. Okada is back
up with the dropkick though and they both need a breather.
Swerve is back up with a backbreaker into a powerslam but the
Swerve Stomp misses. Okada is back up with a Tombstone but the
Rainmaker is countered into the Swerve Stomp. Cue the Young
Bucks to jump Swerve for the DQ at 11:28.

Rating: B-. This didn’t have the time to really go anywhere,
especially with the break in the middle and little chance of a



clean ending (which shouldn’t have happened). The did at least
get some time to make it feel important, but it was always
going to end with the big Blood & Guts preview. That’s the
right way to go as well, as neither of these two should be
taking a pin.

Post match the Acclaimed, Jack Perry and Mark Briscoe all run
in for the brawl. Hangman Page runs in as security can’t break
it  up.  Since  team  AEW  is  outnumbered,  here  is  Darby
Allin….from the ceiling ala Sting to even things up. The huge
brawl ends the show.

Overall Rating: A-. When half of your show is spent on an
instant classic, you’re pretty much playing with the house’s
money. This was a heck of a show with a pair of huge matches
and nothing bad to bring it down. While some parts of it might
not  have  been  as  interesting  (Mone/Jericho/Suzuki),  that
opener was more than enough to carry it. They only needed one
other good thing to make this an easy win and the May promo
was more than enough. Great show here, with that opener being
more than PPV quality.

Results
Maxwell Jacob Friedman b. Will Ospreay – Punch with Dynamite
Diamond Ring
Mercedes Mone b. Nyla Rose – Statement Maker
Swerve Strickland b. Kazuchika Okada via DQ when the Young
Bucks interfered

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6


AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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