Slammiversary 2024: Just Like
The 0ld Days

Slammiversary 2024

Date: July 20, 2024

Location: Verdun Auditorium, Montreal, Quebec, Canada
Commentators: Tom Hannifan, Matthew Rehwoldt

This is one of the biggest shows that TNA presents every year
and we should be in for a good one as the show is fairly
stacked. The main event will see Moose defending the World
Title against five challengers at once, along with hometown
boy Mike Bailey challenging Mustafa Ali for the X-Division
Title. Let’s get to it.

Pre-Show: Faby Apache vs. Gisele Shaw vs. Tasha Steelz vs. Xia
Brookside

We get a loud TNA chant as Shaw and Brookside kick the other
two down. A celebration is cut off as Steelz shoves them into
each other though and the villains take over. Apache drops
Steelz though and grabs an early surfboard. Shaw is back in
with Shock And Awe for two as commentary talks about
everything else on the card. Steelz Codebreakers Apache to the
floor and hits a suicide dive, followed by Shaw diving onto
both of them.

Brookside dives onto all three of them (show off) and throws
Steelz back in for two. The Brookside Bomb is broken up so
Shaw Samoan drivers both Steelz and Brookside at the same time
(geez). Apache goes up but dives into a powerbomb, leaving
Shaw to spear Brookside. Shaw’s running knee hits Brookside
but Steelz grabs the pin at 6:37.

Rating: C+. This was a fine choice to get the show going and
warm the crowd up a bit but I really do not get that ending.
This felt like it was Shaw’s to win and instead it'’s Steelz,
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who hasn’t really been doing much lately. It’'s weird to go
with something that will deflate the crowd a bit, but at least
the action was good.

Pre-Show: Kushida vs. Rich Swann

Kushida is in Hakushi cosplay because...I have no idea really.
Swann is replacing an ill Jonathan Gresham. Kushida is slow to
start before grabbing a wristlock but it’s too early for the
Hoverboard Lock. They take turns flipping away from each other
and Swann is knocked into the ropes. Swann chokes on the ropes
and kicks him in the back but Kushida...stops to mediate,
earning himself another kick.

A dragon screw legwhip into a Tajiri handspring elbow staggers
Swann but he’s right back with the poisonrana. Swann’s Lethal
Injection gets two but the middle rope 450 misses. Kushida
punches him down, only to miss the moonsault, allowing Swann
to kick him in the face for two more. Swann takes too long
going up though and gets pulled down into the Hoverboard Lock
for the tap at 6:43.

Rating: C+. I'm guessing this was Kushida's response to
Jonathan Gresham being all evil and corrupted. All that did 1is
make me remember how horrible the Gresham stuff has been and
that’s not the best way to get things going. Other than that,
it was the kind of quality you would expect here, albeit with
Kushida’'s stuff not really fitting his usual style.

Pre-Show: Knockouts Tag Team Titles: Alisha Edwards/Masha
Slamovich vs. Spitfire

Spitfire is challenging. Threat and Slamovich start things off
with Threat cranking on the arm. Luna comes in to shove
Edwards down without much trouble so Threat adds a basement
clothesline for two. Slamovich slips in for a double suplex to
Threat and a trip to Luna makes it worse. A hard kick to the
chest gets two on Luna and a snap suplex is good for the same.



Luna manages to kick her way out of the corner and it’s back
to Threat to pick up the pace. A double running crotch attack
against the ropes connects on the champs and Edwards 1is
Michinoku Drivered onto Slamovich for two. The Hart Attack
gets two but Luna is sent outside, leaving the Snowplow to hit
Threat for a rather near fall. With nothing else working,
Slamovich distracts the referee so a belt shot can knock
Threat silly. A Steiner Bulldog retains the titles at 8:48.

Rating: B-. This was one of the better Knockouts tag matches
I've seen in a bit as they were given some time and didn’t
have a commercial in the middle. That makes for a nice
improvement and the action was there to back it up. The
division still lacks depth, but at least this felt like part
of a story rather than just a one off match.

Here is Santino Marella to say he used to live here and thanks
the fans for their biggest show in over ten years (nice job).
He even has a bonus match for us.

Pre-Show: Eric Young vs. Hammerstone

Nice to see Hammerstone back. Hammerstone wastes no time in
knocking him outside where a hard posting ensues. Back in and
a missile dropkick gives Hammerstone two as the fans chant
something in French. Young is back up with his slide between
the legs and a lariat but the top rope elbow takes too long.
The breaking up is broken up as well though and Young drops
the elbow for two. The piledriver is cut off with straight
power but Young slips out of the torture rack...and grabs a
rollup for the pin at 5:26.

Rating: C. I'm sorry what now? You have the return of a beast
like Hammerstone and he loses to Eric Young? That's one of
those things that feels like it is straight out of the TNA
playbook: when your company is feeling a bit stale, it’s time
to go with the guy who has been around for the better part of
twenty years. I'm fine with Young getting a win because he’s



someone the fans will get behind, but you can’t put some low
level villain out there instead of Hammerstone?

Post match Young thanks the fans for supporting the company
and says this is TNA.

And now, the show proper.
Annie St-Onge sings 0 Canada.

The opening video looks at recent events and talks about how
big of a show this is. We also get the normal looks at the
bigger matches.

Matt Hardy vs. JDC

Matt is Broken and out for revenge after JDC took out Rebecca
Hardy on Impact. The beating is on outside before the bell and
JDC (in his American flag pants) has to get in a quick flag
shot to take over. Now the bell rings and JDC sends him chest
first into the corner, meaning it's time for some dancing.

Hardy is draped over the top rope for a running boot to the
head and two, followed by an elbow to the face. The
bodyscissors works on Hardy’'s ribs for a bit but Down And
Dirty on the apron misses for JDC. Hardy sends him into the
corner over and over, setting up a middle rope elbow. The Side
Effect gets two but Dango is back with a Falcon Arrow. Another
Down And Dirty is broken up and a middle rope Twist Of Fate
gives Hardy the pin at 4:36.

Rating: C. This would have been short on Impact but it gave
the fans a nice moment while Hardy gets some revenge. The
stuff before the match felt like someone wanting to get back
at JDC but the rest was just a normal match. I'll take this
over Hardy being all weird though so this could have been
worse.

Post match Hardy hits two more Twists Of Fate to blow off some
steam.



The System, in their matching American flag track suits, 1is
ready to dominate tonight.

We run down the card.

Tag Team Titles: ABC vs. The System

The System, with Alisha Edwards, is defending. Austin strikes
away at Eddie to start and it’'s Bey coming in for a double
Japanese armdrag. A Hart Attack (with ABC in pink and black)
gets two on Myers but a running knee to the face hits Bey for
the same. Alisha gets in some choking from the floor but Bey
ducks a double clothesline and brings Austin back in (the fans
are REALLY pleased).

Bey is back up with a big running flip dive, only to have
Alisha distract Austin so Eddie can send him into the apron.
Back in and Eddie’s snap suplex gets two, which causes some
frustration to set in. Myers’ reverse chinlock doesn’t last
long so Eddie catapults Austin throat first into the middle
rope for a nasty impact. Austin fights up and makes the
tag...but Myers has the referee for the classic misdirection,
meaning no tag. The chinlock goes on for a bit, though Austin
is ready for the Roster Cut.

That’'s enough for the hot tag off to Bey so house can be
quickly cleaned. Eddie 1is sent outside but Alisha is right
there to cut off a dive. They all wind up on the apron, with
Bey hitting cutter to set up Austin’s big Fosbury flop. Back
in and Bey’s frog splash gets two on Eddie but the 1-2-Sweet
is broken up. Myers’ spear gets two on Bey so Austin comes
back in for a Magic Killer to Myers for two more. Alisha comes
in and accidentally gets caught in the Art Of Finesse, leaving
Myers to get caught in the 1-2-Sweet for the pin and the
titles at 16:44.

Rating: B. ABC is a heck of a team and they are becoming one
of the most decorated teams the company has ever seen. This
was treated as a big deal, even if it ends a mostly mediocre



run from the System. They were milking those near falls near
the end too and I was into it for most of the time. Solid
opener here.

Mike Bailey is so serious about winning the X-Division Title
that he speaks French.

Jake Something vs. Mike Santana

The fans are way behind Santana here. We start with a fight
over a lockup until Santana cranks on a headlock. Something
tells him to bring it with the running shoulders before
knocking a Thesz press out of the air. Back in and Santana
hits a heck of a springboard flip dive to drop Something and a
German suplex gets two back inside. Santana’s chinlock doesn’t
last long as Something fights up and grabs a slam.

Something stomps away in the corner until Santana scores with
a kick to the head. The rolling Buck Fifty connects for
Santana and a middle rope dropkick sets up a Cannonball for
two. Another Cannonball is pulled out of the air for a sitout
powerbomb but Santana runs the corner for a release German
superplex (dang that looked nasty). They slug it out with
Santana knocking him down, only for Something to tell him to
bring it. Spin The Block gives Santana the pin at 11:32.

Rating: B-. Sometimes you just need two strong guys beating
each other up until one of them gets the pin. That's exactly
what we got here and it was a nice addition to the card.
Santana continues to be someone that TNA 1is interested in
promoting and that is not a bad idea when he is putting in a
string of solid work. Something continues to feel like a
prospect but after all of these losses, it’s hard to imagine
he goes anywhere.

We look at Eric Young pinning Hammerstone on the pre-show.

Young talks about how big of a win that is and says he’ll be
watching the World Title match.



We recap the No Quarter Catch Crew invading TNA and the
Rascalz getting NXT’'s Wes Lee to help them fight back, setting
up a six man tag.

Rascalz vs. No Quarter Catch Crew

The Rascalz have Buzz Lightyear style gear and...yeah it’s
really not working. Lee’s 1in particular looks like he 1is
trying to wear the sexy Halloween version of the costume and
it’s kind of a disaster. Borne and Miguel start things off
with Miguel working on the arm. Dempsey comes in and gets
anklescissored by Lee and Wentz adds a Bronco Buster for two.
It’s off to Heights for a release German suplex and a
gutwrench suplex for two on Wentz.

Back up and Wentz brings in Miguel to send Borne into the
corner, meaning Dempsey needs to grab a suplex of his own. One
heck of a clothesline gives Heights two and it’s a suplex into
the chinlock. Miguel fights up and ducks a clothesline,
setting up a needed enziguri. The tag brings in Lee to clean
house but the Crew takes his partners own and triple teams
Lee.

Dempsey’s dragon suplex connects but Lee breaks it up with a
frog splash. Lee hits the big dive and Wentz has to break up a
double submission. Back up and Heights gets caught in the Soup
Kitchen (Dominator/top rope double stomp combination) and Hot
Fire Flame finishes for Wentz at 14:07.

Rating: B-. This was the way the match needed to go as it
gives us the feel good moment of the Rascalz not only coming
back together but also getting the win. You had to have the
villains come in from outside and lose, as there is no reason
to have them win. Perfectly nice match here, which was more
about the feeling than the wrestling.

We recap PCO challenging AJ Francis for the Digital Media (and
unofficial Canadian National Heavyweight Champion) Title.
Francis won the title and messed up PCO’'s date with Steph de



Lander, so it’s time for revenge.

Digital Media Title: PCO vs. AJ Francis

Francis, with Rich Swann and some rappers) 1is defending and
this is a street fight. Before the match, Francis mentions
that PCO has been attacked, so here is a casket, which 1is
struck by lighting to let PCO out. The brawl is on to start
with Francis getting in some chair shots. PCO shrugs that off
and hits a moonsault to the floor, meaning it’s time for a
table. That takes too much time so Francis is back with some
shots of his own.

A bunch of chairs are thrown in, with Francis putting a
trashcan over PCO’s head and then unloading on him with a
chair. A legdrop onto the trashcan gives Francis two but PCO
fights back with a clothesline. PCO goes up top but gets
pulled back down with an electric chair onto the chairs.
That’'s shrugged off as well, as PCO sends him through the
tables at ringside.

Josh Bishop (of Francis’ entourage) is up with some chair
shots and a toss Razor’s Edge onto some open chairs (GEEZ).
Sami Callihan comes in for a failed save attempt but Rhino
comes in for the save and the Gore to Swann. PCO is back up to
drop Francis and the PCOsault gets two. Francis hits a
Tombstone with the Undertaker cover for two but PCO chokeslams
him onto the chairs. Another PCOsault gives PCO the pin and
the title at 13:50.

Rating: C+. You can pretty much chalk this one up to an
obvious result, as there was no reason to believe that a local
legend was going to lose in his kind of match against a
loudmouth heel. This was tailor made for PCO to win in a feel
good moment and that is exactly what we were given.

Post match here is Steph de Lander...who proposes to PCO, who
accepts. Well that escalated quickly.



We recap Jordynne Grace defending the Knockouts Title against
Ash By Elegance. Ash says she deserves the title and cost
Grace the NXT Women’s Title. Grace wants revenge.

Knockouts Title: Jordynne Grace vs. Ash By Elegance

Ash, with her Personal Concierge, is challenging and flips out
of some early suplex attempts. Grace chops her down and hits a
spinebuster for an early two as we see a lurking Rosemary. The
interfering Concierge is ejected so Rosemary whips out a knife
to chase him off. Ash uses the distraction to get in a cheap
shot and take over with some shots to the back. A sleeper is
broken up with a drop down, setting up some not so snappy
powerslams.

Grace’s MuscleBuster gets two but Ash is back with a running
tornado DDT for the same. They go up top, where Grace grabs a
superplex and rolls into a Jackhammer for two. With nothing
else working, Grace just tackles her and hammers away. Ash
comes back with a Canadian Destroyer of all things but
Rarefied Air hits raised knees. Back up and a quick Sliced
Bread gives Ash two so she hammers on the back again. Grace
pulls her into a quickly broken sleeper and then reverses a
kick to the face into the Juggernaut Driver to retain at
12:009.

Rating: B-. I thought they might change the title here as Ash
had been pushed fairly strong coming into this. That being
said, Grace has been presented as the biggest star in the
division in a long time so this is only so surprising. The
division has some depth to give Grace some trouble and that
might make for some interesting results. For now though, good
match, with Ash holding her own.

We recap Mustafa Ali defending the X-Division Title against
Mike Bailey, another hometown boy. Bailey was granted a title
shot but Ali took it back before attacking Bailey'’'s partner
Trent Seven. Now it’s about revenge and the title.



X-Division Title: Mustafa Ali vs. Mike Bailey

Ali, with Campaign Singh, is defending and they fight over a
headlock to start. Ali snaps off a running hurricanrana for
two but Bailey kicks him down. The threat of the Tornado Kick
sends Ali out to the apron and a quick shot has Bailey in
early trouble. Bailey is right back to knock him to the floor
for the middle rope moonsault, with the fans greatly
approving. The Secret Service offers a distraction though,
allowing Ali to come back with a middle rope tornado DDT.

Back in and Ali’s rolling neckbreaker gets two, setting up the
chinlock to slow things down. A spinning Downward Spiral gives
Ali two and he is already looking frustrated. Back up and
Bailey hits a Falcon Arrow into a shooting star press for two
of his own. The moonsault knees only hit apron so Ali hits a
hard superkick. They both go up, where Bailey manages a super
Spanish Fly onto the Secret Service/Singh for the big
knockdown.

Back in and they trade rollups for two each (Ali’s cheating
doesn’t help) so Bailey knocks him down. The Ultimate Weapon
is knocked out of the air though and a Cheeky Nandos dropkick
rocks Bailey again. Bailey scores with another kick into the
Ultimate Weapon for the pin..but Ali’s foot was on the rope.
The referee accidentally gets kicked down so the Secret
Service and Singh come in to lay Bailey out.

Cue Trent Seven to break up the cover and take out Ali’s crew.
Ali gets in a cheap shot though...and Earl Hebner comes in to
referee. Ali grabs a Sharpshooter and Hebner teases calling
for the bell but can’t do it. The frustrated Ali gets a chair,
only to have Bailey kick it away. The Sharpshooter gives
Bailey the title back at 20:24.

Rating: B. This was more or less the amped up version of PCO’s
win with the more important title. Ali had held the title for
a long time and Bailey had to put in the work to get there.



That being said, naturally we just had to do the Montreal
Screwjob stuff because nothing else has ever happened in the
history of wrestling in this city.

the Personal Concierge yells at Santino Marella about what
happened. Hammerstone comes in to yell as well and the
Concierge seems interested.

We recap Moose defending the World Title in a six way and
qualifying matches ensued. There isn’t much more to it than
that, but Joe Hendry is the hottest thing in the world and has
his shot here.

TNA World Title: Moose vs. Nic Nemeth vs. Steve Maclin vs. Joe
Hendry vs. Frankie Kazarian vs. Josh Alexander

Moose is defending and this is elimination rules. Moose tries
to get the early alliance with Kazarian, who bails to the
floor..and then comes back in to stomp on Moose in the corner.
Kazarian is sent outside as well and the other four pair off
to start fast. Hendry throws Nemeth onto Moose and follows him
to the floor, leaving us with Alexander, Kazarian and Maclin
inside for a weird three way.

Kazarian gets beaten into the corner before Alexander and
Maclin can fight again, as is their custom. Alexander starts
snapping off the German suplexes to just about everyone,
including the rolling editions to Maclin for two. A double
German suplex sends Maclin and Kazarian flying but Moose is
back in to take over. Nemeth cuts that off and drops the ten
elbows but Moose rolls outside, meaning it’s a jumping elbow
to hit him as well.

Back in and Kazarian gets to hit some slingshot cutters for
two on Moose, leaving everyone down. Hendry comes back in but
Maclin is right there to send people outside, setting up the
series of Scuds. Back in and Maclin loads up the KIA on
Kazarian, only to get speared by Moose for the pin and the
elimination at 10:43.



The fans sing Maclin off so he flips them off on his way out.
Moose release Rock Bottoms Kazarian, powerbombs Hendry and
Buckle Bombs Nemeth. Another powerbomb gets two on Alexander
and another powerbomb onto the apron hits Kazarian. Hendry
jumps Moose though and Alexander hits the crossbody on the
apron to put everyone on the floor. They all fight up to the
stage, where Moose has to backdrop his way out of a C4 Spike
attempt.

Nemeth escapes the Fade To Black as well and superkicks
Kazarian off the stage and through a table. Most of them go
back to ringside, where Moose chokeslams Nemeth onto
Alexander. Hendry comes up behind him though and cutters Moose
for two. The fall away slams hit everyone else around and
Hendry 1is rolling. Moose spears Alexander and Nemeth but
Hendry reverses into a backslide. Back up and Moose kicks
Hendry in the face but gets dropped with a hard clothesline.
The Standing Ovation finishes Moose for the elimination at
21:37 and the fans believe that much more.

Then Alexander kicks Hendry low and hits him with the C4 Spike
for the elimination at 22:51 and the fans are GONE. Alexander
sits on Hendry and slaps him a bunch before going after the
referee. Nemeth breaks that up but gets caught with a
powerbomb backbreaker for his efforts. Alexander hammers him
own and poses a lot before going after Nemeth’s bad shoulder.
That’'s broken up though and Nemeth grabs a running DDT for a
needed breather. Another C4 Spike is escaped and Nemeth hits a
superkick to get rid of Alexander at 28:44.

We're down to Nemeth vs. Kazarian, the latter of whom hasn’t
been seen since going through the table. Kazarian comes back
in with a Fade To Black for two, followed by the chickenwing.
That's broken up and Nemeth hits a superkick for two more. A
Backstabber rocks Nemeth but he’s right back with a superkick
into the Danger Zone for the pin and the title at 30:51.

Rating: B. It was an action packed match and I got into it,



but the ending didn’t have much in the way of drama. The
bigger problem here though is the fact that it isn’t Hendry
winning. Nemeth winning isn’t a bad way to go, but ultimately
this is likely to be seen as the latest instance of the hot
homegrown star being passed over in exchange for the older
former WWE star. It’s still a good match and Hendry could win
the title (I'ULl give him until the end of Bound For Glory) but
there are going to be some annoyed fans and they might have a
good point.

Ryan Nemeth and a bunch of champions come out to celebrate to
end the show.

Overall Rating: B. The show was good with nothing overly bad
and some nice moments, but it didn’t have that one big match
or moment to carry it to the next level. It felt like the end
of the System’s dominance and that’s a big step, but the next
round of feuds should be interested. I was expecting a pretty
awesome show and only got a good one. That'’s not a terrible
way to go, but they need to follow up on this rather well.

Results

Tasha Steelz b. Faby Apache, Gisele Shaw and Xia Brookside —
Running knee to Brookside

Kushida b. Rich Swann — Hoverboard Lock

Alisha Edwards/Masha Slamovich b. Spitfire — Steiner Bulldog
to Threat

Eric Young b. Hammerstone — Rollup

Matt Hardy b. IJDC — Middle rope Twist Of Fate

ABC b. The System — 1-2-Sweet to Myers

Mike Santana b. Jake Something — Spin The Block

Rascalz b. No Quarter Catch Crew — Hot Fire Flame to Heights
PCO b. AJ Francis — PCOsault

Jordynne Grace b. Ash By Elegance — Juggernaut Driver

Mike Bailey b. Mustafa Ali — Sharpshooter

Nic Nemeth b. Moose, Frankie Kazarian, Josh Alexander, Steve
Maclin and Joe Hendry — Danger Zone to Kazarian



Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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