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This One
Monday Night Raw
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Location: Xcel Energy Center, St. Paul, Minnesota
Commentators: Michael Cole, Pat McAfee

It’s the last Raw before Summerslam and that means it is
probably time to firm everything up before the show. While
there is a chance that we could see another match or two
added, this week is probably going to be focused on things
already set up. In particular, Seth Rollins will give the
official referee instructions to CM Punk and Drew McIntyre.
Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Here is Seth Rollins in his referee gear (even his boots have
stripes) for the official instructions to CM Punk and Drew
McIntyre (“these two morons”). Punk and McIntyre come out and,
according to Adam Pearce, any physical contact means the match
is off. That makes Punk head to the floor, because he doesn’t
trust himself. Rollins tells him to get back in the ring so
Punk says enjoy being able to lord his authority over him
while he can. McIntyre likes this but Rollins says he hates
both of them.

The only rule is that he runs everything. Countouts will go as
long as he wants and DQ’s are at his discretion. Punk hopes
Rollins referees better than he dressed, but he doesn’t want
Rollins’ help at all. McIntyre says he hates everything about
Punk and Rollins is going to have to stop it because McIntyre
will never want to stop hurting Punk. And it’s in a stadium so
he’ll get paid a fortune to do something he would do for free!
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Punk talks about how the fans chanted his name while he was
gone for ten years. The best thing McIntyre did was hurt Punk
but the worst thing he ever did was hurt Punk because he keeps
dumbing himself out of position. Punk isn’t as big or strong
as McIntyre but he has heart, which will be on display at
Summerslam. They to face to face and McIntyre even has the
bracelet to keep it personal. This was the big final push to
the match, but I do like the explanation for why it is going
to be more physical without officially making it a street
fight or something.

Liv Morgan has wrecked the Judgment Day clubhouse. Rhea Ripley
wants them to focus…but why is Carlito still here? Post break,
the team regroups and Carlito is going to take care of Sami
Zayn.

Creed Brothers vs. Akira Tozawa/Otis

Chad Gable and Maxxine Dupri are here too and we actually hear
about the Creeds appearing in Bloodsport over the weekend.
Otis fights out of the corner to start and it’s off to Tozawa
for a kick to Brutus’ head. A suicide dive drops Brutus but he
gets in his own clothesline as we take a break. Back with Otis
sending Julius into the corner and hitting a World’s Strongest
Slam. The Caterpillar connects but Gable’s distraction lets
the Creeds hit a double belly to back suplex for the win at
7:45.

Rating: C. So Otis is getting more and more popular after
splitting from Gable and he is getting a strong reaction here
but takes the fall anyway. I’m not sure why you would do that
when you have Tozawa right there, but he was basically gone
for the second half of the match anyway. Granted it doesn’t
really matter when the Wyatts are going to be the bigger
story, but Otis didn’t need to take the loss.

Post match the beatdown is on but Maxxine Dupri slaps Gable.
Dupri hides in the corner but we’ve got Wyatts. The team shows



up and, after taking off the masks, clear out the Creeds.
Gable  runs  as  well  but  has  to  avoid  Uncle  Howdy  in  the
entrance.

Carlito has dealt with Sami Zayn…by getting him a match with
Dominik Mysterio. Rhea Ripley says that means Carlito can deal
with Jey Uso, on his own.

Sheamus vs. Bronson Reed

They slug it out to start with Sheamus knocking him to the
floor and hitting a top rope clothesline. Reed knocks him over
the announcers’ table though and we take a break. Back with
Sheamus  hitting  a  bunch  of  standing  clotheslines  until  a
running knee gets two. Reed’s Death Valley Driver gets the
same so he goes up, only to get pulled down with a super White
Noise. Sheamus hits the 16 forearms to the chest but cue Pete
Dunne with a shillelagh to knock Sheamus silly. The Tsunami
gives Reed the pin at 9:57.

Rating: B-. That’s a good way to go with Reed finally getting
a nice win. That has been missing from his resume for the last
few weeks and even though it came with an assist, it’s better
than taking another loss. As for the match itself, they had
the kind of hoss fight that you would expect them to have and
that always works. Good match here.

Damian Priest talks about having to earn everything he has
while Gunther was given everything he wanted. Priest fought
for  everything  he  got  and  now  he’s  willing  to  fight  for
everything he has. This was a much more traditional “talk to
the camera” promo and it worked well for Priest as they’ve
turned this into a match I want to see.

Bron Breakker respects Sami Zayn but now he’s seeing Zayn as a
stand up comic. Zayn is already preparing for a life after WWE
and after losing to Breakker. That’s why the joke is on Zayn
and the Intercontinental Title is on Breakker.



Jey Uso vs. Carlito

Uso wastes no time in knocking him down for an early two and
Carlito is sent outside for an early dive. A missed charge
goes into the post though and Carlito grabs a neckbreaker as
we take a break. Back with Carlito missing a charge into the
corner, allowing Uso to hit the jumping enziguri. Uso knocks
him down again and hits the spear for the pin at 7:47.

Rating: C. Not much to this one as Carlito is only going to be
so much of a threat to any bigger names. It gave Uso a win to
keep up his battle against Judgment Day, though I’m not sure
how that is supposed to go anywhere. It’s also almost nice to
see the match end without any shenanigans, as sometimes you
just need a clean win.

Zelina  Vega  is  glad  Shayna  Baszler,  Zoey  Stark  and  Sonya
Deville attacked her as it served as a wakeup call. Then the
three of them jump her again.

Miz announces that he will be the host of Summerslam, which is
in his hometown of Cleveland. R-Truth comes in to think that
Miz is hosting the show at his own house. An hors d’oeuvre
discussion ensues.

We look at the recent Japan tour.

Xavier Woods vs. Karrion Kross

Woods is on his own while Kross has the rest of the Final
Testament. Hold on though as Kross says that it’s interesting
that Kofi Kingston “re-injured his shoulder” during the Japan
tour when the spotlight is on Woods for the first time. He
wants Woods to join the team right now and admit that the
Power Of Positivity was a lie. Woods hits him in the face to
start fast instead and we take an early break.

Back with Woods fighting out of a chinlock but getting knocked
back down for two. Woods fights up but gets punched in the



face by Rezar. The Final Prayer is broken up and Woods hits a
superkick, only to go after the AOP. The Limit Breaker misses
as a result and Kross hits the Final Prayer for the win at
6:23. Not enough shown to rate but they got a good deal in.

Jesse Ventura was backstage earlier today and met with HHH.
That’s just great to see.

Sami Zayn did a comedy show the night before Money In The Bank
and he beat Bron Breakker anyway. He’ll just do it again at
Summerslam,  but  this  time  it’s  about  taking  Breakker  out
rather than teaching a lesson.

Liv  Morgan  burns  a  bunch  of  Dominik  Mysterio  stuff  and
promises to complete the revenge tour at Summerslam.

Sami Zayn vs. Dominik Mysterio

Non-title. Dominik hammers away to start but Zayn punches his
way out of the corner. They head outside where Zayn hits the
Arabian moonsault as we take an early break. Back with Zayn
fighting  out  of  a  chinlock  and  hitting  a  clothesline.
Dominik’s Three Amigos connect but the frog splash misses.
Zayn exploders him into the corner but cue JD McDonagh and
Carlito for a distraction and then the DQ at 8:15.

Rating: C+. The DQ was the right way to go here as you can’t
have the champion take a fall before he’s coming up on an
unrelated title match. At the same time, you don’t want to
have Dominik look weak before he’s going to be a centerpiece
of a title match of his own on Saturday. The match was just a
bit better than ok, but they didn’t have the time to really go
anywhere.

Post match the beatdown is on when Jey Uso makes the save. Cue
Bron Breakker to go after Zayn, who suplexes him into the
corner. Breakker bails before the Helluva Kick can connect.

We get another Wyatt Sicks interview, this time focusing on



Dexter Lumis, who says people should run when the buzzards
stop circling.

Chad Gable and the Creeds get a match against the Wyatt Sicks
next week.

Lyra  Valkyria/Kayden  Carter/Katana  Chance  vs.  Shayna
Baszler/Zoey  Stark/Sonya  Deville

Valkyria and Deville start things off with Valkyria slipping
between the legs and hammering away. Stark comes in and gets
taken down into a wristlock. The villains are sent outside and
we take a break. Back with Valkyria getting stomped down in
the corner but managing to get over for the tag off to Carter.
Everything  breaks  down  and  Valkyria  hits  a  gutwrench
powerbomb, only to have the After Party broken up. Stark gives
Carter the Z360 for the pin at 8:35.

Rating: C. This went as it should have, with Valkyria not
taking the fall as the villains get a nice boost. The team is
starting to get a little somewhere and hopefully they get the
chance to change the division up a bit. I’m not sure where
that’s going since none of them are going to go after Liv
Morgan or Rhea Ripley, but at least Valkyria didn’t take the
fall.

Post match Damage CTRL comes in to beat up the villains. Oh
yeah. That’s who they could fight.

Gunther talks about how Damian Priest is a weird man who is
using his childhood trauma as an excuse. Tonight, Gunther is
facing Finn Balor and wants to see if there is any of the
great wrestler left in there.

Damage CTRL says they’re back, with Dakota Kai wanting Shayna
Baszler next week.

Judgment Day gives Finn Balor a pep talk.

Gunther vs. Finn Balor



Somehow this is their first singles match. Balor tries to chop
away but Gunther shows him how it’s done. The powerbomb is
blocked so Balor stomps away, only to get booted in the face.
We take a break and come back with Gunther’s belly to back
suplex  getting  two.  The  Boston  crab  goes  on,  with  Balor
reaching over to make the rope.

Gunther chops him again and tries a belly to back superplex,
only to be reversed into a crossbody. Balor’s Sling Blade is
countered into a choke but he reverses the powerbomb into a
DDT. They chop it out and now the Sling Blade can connect for
Balor. The Coup de Grace misses though and Gunther is back
with the sleeper. Now the powerbomb can connect for two and
the sleeper goes on again…and Balor is out at 12:06.

Rating: B-. This felt like a big time match but the ending was
a bit of a surprise. You don’t often see someone win a match
with  a  sleeper,  but  it  does  continue  Gunther’s  trend  of
finishing with whatever is appropriate at the time. Balor put
up  a  fight  before  falling  here,  which  makes  Gunther  look
strong on the way to Cleveland.

Post match Gunther goes after Balor again but Damian Priest
runs in for the brawl. Gunther gets knocked to the floor and
over the barricade to end the show.

Overall Rating: C+. This was a tricky show as they didn’t add
much of anything new to Summerslam and the wrestling here was
only  so  good.  The  Priest/Gunther  stuff  was  good  and  the
midcard feuds got some attention, but this was another show
that you could have skipped without missing much. Summerslam
is what matters, but there was only so much of interest here.

Results
Creed Brothers b. Akira Tozawa/Otis – Double belly to back
suplex
Bronson Reed b. Sheamus – Tsunami
Jey Uso b. Carlito – Spear



Karrion Kross b. Xavier Woods – Final Testament
Sami Zayn b. Dominik Mysterio via DQ when Carlito and JD
McDonagh interfered
Shayna  Baszler/Zoey  Stark/Sonya  Deville  b.  Lyra
Valkyria/Kayden  Carter/Katana  Chance  –  Z360  to  Chance
Gunther b. Finn Balor – Sleeper

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

 

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/

