Summerslam 2024: Hot Night

Summerslam 2024

Date: August 3, 2024

Location: Cleveland Browns Stadium, Cleveland, Ohio
Commentators: Michael Cole, Corey Graves, Pat McAfee

It's another stadium show for one of the biggest events of the
WWE year. That should make for a big deal and now we get to
see what WWE can do with this stacked of a card. There are
seven matches scheduled with six titles on the line, plus a
heck of a grudge match. That should be more than enough to
carry things so let’s get to it.

I was in the stadium for this show, sitting opposite the hard
cameras between the entrance and the ring.

HHH welcomes us to the show and introduces Jelly Roll to sing
Liar, one of the show’s official theme songs, set to a preview
of the card. This was a cool video but having the song played
live didn’t change much.

Miz welcomes us to the show, serving his purpose as host.

Raw Women’s Title: Rhea Ripley vs. Liv Morgan

Ripley, with Dominik Mysterio, is challenging. Morgan hurt
Ripley and tried to take Mysterio from her, only to have
Mysterio turn her down. The bell rings and Morgan bails
outside, then does it again for a bonus. An attempt at a third
roll outside is cut off by a head fake and Ripley grabs her
for some clotheslines. They go outside for a ram into the
steps, allowing Ripley to like Mysterio’s face.

Ripley sends her into the steps a few more times and then
Riptides her onto the top turnbuckle. Morgan slips out of
Riptide again and sends Ripley’'s recently repaired arm into
the buckle. Ripley goes down fast and screams “IT’'S OUT” but
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insists that the match keep going. It’s time to go back to the
floor where Ripley’s bad shoulder goes into the steps this
time, followed by some stomping back inside.

Back in and Morgan cranks on the arm (as you do) before
hitting a springboard Codebreaker on said arm. Ripley gets
smart by kicking her in the head and going outside, where
Dominik shoves her out of the way of Morgan’s dive. Back up
and Ripley rams her arm into the announcers’ table to pop it
back in, meaning the beating can ensue. Another Riptide
attempt is countered into a DDT and they’'re both down.

Ripley gets back up and tries the Prism Trap but Morgan slips
out and grabs a crucifix bomb for two. A cross armbreaker has
the arm in more trouble but Ripley powers out with a
spinebuster for two of her own. One heck of a headbutt rocks
Ripley, allowing Morgan to snap the arm over the middle rope.

Morgan goes for a chair but walks into a Riptide for her
efforts. Ripley picks it up instead, with Dominik cutting her
off to save the match. Morgan sends them together and a quick
Oblivion connects for two. Then Dominik slides the chair in
ala how he “accidentally” helped Morgan win the title, setting
up another Oblivion onto the chair for Morgan to retain. This
time though, Dominik is smiling.

Rating: B-. This wasn’t exactly a great match but it told the
right story. Morgan wasn’t going to be able to hang in there
in a fair fight and tried to exploit the injury, which only
worked so well. Dominik was always going to be the big factor
here and while they had heavily teased the ending, they still
made it work well.

Post match Ripley wakes up and Dominik kisses a surprised
Morgan, much to Ripley’s dismay.

After some advertisements, Damian Priest storms into Judgment
Day’s locker room and wants to hurt Dominik Mysterio. He asks
if Finn Balor knew what was coming and seems to accuse Balor



of being behind it but Balor denies knowing anything. The rest
of the team and Carlito go off to find Dominik, with Priest
threatening violence.

We recap Bron Breakker vs. Sami Zayn for the latter’s
Intercontinental Title. Zayn survived against Breakker last
month but now Breakker is more focused and ready.

Intercontinental Title: Bron Breakker vs. Sami Zayn

Zayn 1is defending and avoids a charge at the bell, sending
Breakker shoulder first into the post. Breakker rolls outside
but gets sent back inside, where he has to avoid an early
Helluva Kick attempt. Breakker catches him with a running
clothesline, which works a bit better. Some right hands in the
corner set up a super Frankensteiner for two as Zayn 1s 1in
early trouble.

Zayn springboards over him and hits a clothesline but can’t
hit the Blue Thunder Bomb. Instead Breakker goes up for the
Steiner Bulldog, which is reversed into the Blue Thunder Bomb
for two. The exploder into the corner connects but Breakker
cuts him off with the spear. Another spear gives Breakker the
pin and the title at 5:44.

Rating: B-. This didn’t have the time to go anywhere but that
is the way it should have gone. Breakker went with straight
power here and there was no way for Zayn to survive that kind
of impact. Zayn needed to drop the title here as Breakker
couldn’t lose two shots in a row and it was time for him to
win something around here anyway.

Stephanie McMahon, with her weird clapping, is here.

We recap Logan Paul defending the US Title against LA Knight.
Paul has frustrated Knight, who keeps coming back and wanting
a US Title shot. Knight pinned him in a Money In The Bank
qualifying match and that was enough to get the shot here.



US Title: LA Knight vs. Logan Paul

Paul, the hometown boy, is defending, but we cut to the back
where Knight smashes the window of the Prime truck that he
stole from Paul on Smackdown. It’s a brawl on the floor before
the bell with Paul being sent into the barricade. Knight sends
him into the hydration station but Paul fights back and clears
the announcers’ table. That's fine with Knight, who hits a
torture rack neckbreaker onto the table and NOW we go in for
the opening bell.

Knight fires the shoulders into the ribs to start as Graves
makes a Major League joke in a nice touch. The jumping elbow
hits raised knees and Paul sends him shoulder first into the
post (three times in three matches so far). Paul posts him
again and hammers away at the head, followed by a big boot and
legdrop for two (yes with the Hogan pose). Knight fights up
from his knees but walks into a gutwrench suplex for two more.
A powerbomb faceplant gives Paul two but he spends too much
time on mockery and walks into a powerslam for two.

Knight slugs away again and stomps away in the corner, setting
up a running knee to rock Paul again. A Side Effect of all
things sets up a middle rope elbow, only to have Knight jump
to the top in an impressive display, for two more. Back up and
Paul sends him to the apron for a springboard clothesline to
send Knight outside, setting up a springboard spinning
moonsault (awesome).

Back in and Paul’s big right hand gets two so it’s time for
Paul’s cronies to give him the brass knuckles. That’s broken
up and Knight hammers away, but Paul gets the knuckles anyway.
They head back inside, where Knight grabs BFT for the pin and
the title (his first in WWE) at 12:04.

Rating: B. This was all about the moment at the end as Knight
FINALLY wins something. It’s long overdue and the fans went
nuts when he finally got there. Paul has put together more



than enough goodwill to lose here and be fine going forward so
this worked out well. Knight gets his win and showcased some
rather impressive athleticism at the same time, making this
work out well.

Various wrestlers shill Manscaped products.

We recap Nia Jax challenging Bayley for the Smackdown Women'’s
Title. Jax is on a roll and won Queen Of The Ring but Bayley
isn’t laying down for anyone.

Smackdown Women's Title: Bayley vs. Nia Jax

Jax is challenging and Bayley slugs away to start fast before
tying the arm up in the ropes. Bayley has to escape a
powerbomb but Jax runs her over without much trouble. An elbow
drop keeps Bayley in trouble but she fights up and hits a
belly to back suplex. Back up and Bayley manages to knock her
outside, only to get crotched back inside. Bayley manages a
guillotine choke (how she beat Jax in NXT) but gets shoved off
with straight power.

Jax’'s middle rope legdrop misses and a quick Bayley To Belly
gets two. Bayley charges into a release Rock Bottom out of the
corner and the Annihilator connects for two, leaving Jax
stunned. Back up and Bayley sends her shoulder first into the
post (four for four) so Jax needs a breather on the floor.

Bayley’'s suicide dive is countered into a Samoan drop on the
floor, followed by the running hip attack in the corner.
Another Annihilator is broken up though and Bayley manages a
heck of a middle rope powerbomb. Bayley’'s top rope elbow gets
two...and it’'’s Tiffy Time. Bayley cuts her off but Jax
powerbombs Bayley down, setting up a pair of Annihilators to
win the title at 12:32.

Rating: B-. There was zero hiding what was going on here, as
there might as well have been a big countdown clock to the
title change from the second Jax announced she was going to be



in the Queen Of The Ring. She’s too big of a force to keep
losing all of the time and even though she isn’t the most
popular, this is probably the best way to go. Stratton has the
briefcase and can turn on her later, which would suit her
rather well.

Post match Tiffany and Jax celebrate with no cash-in attempt.

We recap Drew McIntyre vs. CM Punk. McIntyre injured Punk
during the Royal Rumble and then bragged about it. Therefore,
Punk has promised, and managed, to ruin McIntyre’s life.
McIntyre is obsessed with Punk and stole a personal bracelet
of his, meaning it’s time for revenge, with Seth Rollins, who
doesn’t like either of them, as the guest referee.

CM Punk vs. Drew McIntyre

Seth Rollins is guest referee and calls for the opening bell
after quite the delay. Punk hammers away to start but Rollins
pulls him away in the corner. That lets McIntyre get in some
stomps of his own, but Rollins breaks that up too. McIntyre
strikes away until a clothesline puts him on the floor.
Rollins chills on the top rope as Punk posts McIntyre before
stopping to tie his shoes as Punk sends McIntyre into the
steps. McIntyre fights up and swings Punk into the steps while
Rollins conducts the singing crowd.

A catapult sends Punk chest first into the ring structure and
it’s time to throw what'’s left of Punk back inside. McIntyre
powerbombs him for two, with Rollins’ count not sitting well
with him. The chair is brought in, with McIntyre saying this
makes their problem go away. Rollins takes the chair away and
loads up a swing but has to stop himself from hitting Punk by
mistake. The chair is thrown out but Rollins misses the rollup
on McIntyre. Back up and McIntyre drops him again before
pulling out the bracelet.

Punk fires off the running knees in the corner and the top
rope elbow gets two. The Anaconda Vice 1is brought out of



mothballs, only for McIntyre to fight out and hit the Claymore
for two. The Futureshock is escaped and McIntyre misses a
charge into the post (oh come on already). Punk yells at
Rollins for picking up the bracelet but McIntyre rams them
into each other, sending Rollins outside. The GTS gets a VERY
delayed two, with Punk yelling at Rollins and his “stupid Sabu
pants” (amazing line). That means a GTS to Rollins, leaving
McIntyre to hit Punk low. Another Claymore finishes for
McIntyre at 16:59.

Rating: B. Good stuff here, with enough smoke and mirrors
hiding the fact that Punk was looking more than a bit tired at
times. The main thing is they got Punk in the ring for a major
match, which is the best role for him at the moment. He can’t
do nearly as much as he used to be able to do, but there is an
energy for his matches that few others have. The ending sets
up either Punk vs. McIntyre II or Punk vs. Rollins, with
commentary pointing out that Punk’s lack of focus cost him the
win.

Finn Balor comes in to see Damian Priest, saying Dominik
Mysterio and Liv Morgan are gone. Priest apologizes for
accusing him earlier, with Balor accepting and apologizing for
his response. Go take care of Gunther.

We recap Damian Priest defending the Raw World Title against
Gunther. Priest cashed in Money In The Bank to win the title
at Wrestlemania and has been trying to prove himself as
champion since. Gunther on the other hand is the King Of The
Ring while coming off the record shattering Intercontinental
Title reign. He also doesn’t think much of Priest, referring
to him as street trash. It's a cultural battle along with a
title fight.

Raw World Title: Gunther vs. Damian Priest

Priest is defending and there are no seconds. They slug it out
to start with Priest knocking him into the corner and grabbing



a lifting Downward Spiral to send Gunther outside. Gunther
blocks a powerbomb attempt and rams him into the apron, only
for Priest to hit an ear clap back inside. Priest’s superplex
is broken up with some shots to the ribs but he settles for a
super hurricanrana (McAfee: “Something you don’t often see:
Gunther’s body flying through the sky.”

Other than when he does that top rope splash almost every
match.) into the Broken Arrow for two. Priest chops him so
hard that Gunther’s chest is bleeding but he’s back with a
powerbomb. Gunther sees the blood and chops even harder, only
for Priest to kick him in the head and hit the South Of Heaven
for two. Back up and Gunther kicks him in the face so Priest
tells him to bring it on (oh that'’s dumb) so it’s a chop to
put him own. Cue Finn Balor to cheer Priest on (uh oh) and
Gunther kicks Priest down again.

A running kick to the ribs has Priest in trouble and Gunther
kicks Balor in the face too. Priest fights up and hits some
clotheslines, setting up the Razor’'s Edge. South Of Heaven
connects..but Balor puts Gunther’s foot on the ropes. Priest
didn’'t seem to see what happened but sees the replay on the
screen and turns to glare at Balor. The distraction lets
Gunther get the sleeper, with Priest flipping backwards for
two and the escape. Priest lunges for Balor and Gunther grabs
a powerbomb. Another sleeper gives Gunther the title at 16:39.

Rating: B. These guys beat the fire out of each other and it
was a physical match before everything went down. The stories
here are managing a new champion to go with the further
splitting of Judgment Day, which could open up a few paths for
both. Heck of a match here, with Priest having a new hot story
to come off a pretty impressive title run.

Here are the Miz and R-Truth to announce the attendance of
57,791. Jelly Roll’s theme song, with the line “YOU AIN'T
NOTHING BUT A LIAR” playing just after that number 1is
announced amuses me for some reason. Cue A-Town Down Under to



mock Jelly Roll, saying only Cleveland could have this many
people who look like Roll (who weighs a good bit over three
hundred pounds). Truth thinks he’s talking to the Rock N Roll
Express (because of the Rock N Roll Hall Of Fame) but here is
Roll in disguise to chair them down. A Five Knuckle Shuffle
ensues and Miz and Truth have to help Roll up.

We recap Cody Rhodes vs. Solo Sikoa for the Smackdown World
Title. Rhodes thought he defeated the Bloodline at
Wrestlemania when he took out Roman Reigns but Sikoa has
reformed the team with a much more dangerous lineup. Now it'’s
a Bloodline Rules match but all of Cody’s friends have been
taken out by the Bloodline, meaning he’s all alone.

Smackdown World Title: Cody Rhodes vs. Solo Sikoa

Cody is defending under Bloodline Rules (anything goes). We go
to the back where Rhodes gets off his bus, takes his dog
Pharaoh, and walks into the arena, where he runs into Arn
Anderson of all people. Anderson talks about how proud Dusty
Rhodes would be but Cody has four ticked off island boys
coming for him. Cody’s friends are on the way though, even if
they might leave as Cody takes FOREVER to get to the ring in
an entrance Undertaker would think is excessive.

Feeling out process to start with Sikoa using the power to
take over early on. Sikoa blocks the drop down right hand and
Cody isn’t sure what to think. They chop it out until Cody low
bridges him to the apron, with a Disaster Kick sending Sikoa
out to the floor. Back in and Cody’'s snap powerslam doesn’t
work so Sikoa hits a spinwheel kick. The Samoan drop gets two
but Cody is back up with a Cody Cutter for a breather.

Back up and Sikoa grabs a sitout powerbomb for two, followed
by a running Umaga Attack for the same. Spinning Solo sets up
the nerve hold and another Samoan drop cuts off the comeback
bid. Cody is tied in the Tree of Woe for the running headbutt
but another one only hits mat. A top rope moonsault to a



standing Sikoa (even Graves has to admit it didn’t look great)
gives Cody a breather but Sikoa plants him back down for two
more.

Sikoa goes up, only to get superplexed right back down. Cody
slugs away but has to counter Sikoa’s Cross Rhodes attempt
into one of his own. Cue Tama Tonga and Tonga Loa so the
beatdown can be on, including the double spinning neckbreaker
to give Sikoa two. Cue the returning Kevin Owens for the save
but the Bloodline fights back, meaning it’s Randy Orton
running in (and high fiving fans on the way) for the save of
his own.

Cody uses the help to hit Cross Rhodes on Solo, leaving the
other four to fight off into the crowd. It’'s time to bring in
the steps, with Cody getting in some hard shots to the head.
Sikoa cuts him off with a spear though and puts Cody up
against the steps in the corner. The running Umaga Attack
misses though and Cody hits a pair of Cross Rhodes. Cue Jacob
Fatu to wreck Cody though, with Sikoa getting two.

Fatu takes him outside for a top rope splash through the
announcers’ table...and Fatu can’t stand on his leg. I believe
the term is oh de...and it doesn’t matter as ROMAN REIGNS is
back to a thunderous reaction. The Superman Punch and spear
cut Sikoa down and, with a look at Reigns, Cody hits Cross
Rhodes to retain at 29:14.

Rating: B-. For a match where anything goes, they didn’t
exactly do anything until the end. This was a regular match
for about twenty minutes and then they went nuts with the
interference, making it much more like the Wrestlemania match
between Cody and Reigns. It’s certainly not bad, but I was
expecting some wild brawl and for the most part, I only got a
good match. As for the bigger story of Reigns coming back,
they teased it and then did it, so there is only so much to
complain about with how it went down. Everything picks up from
here as the Bloodline Civil War is on, which should be good.



Overall Rating: B. Solid action, nothing bad in the ring,
stories moving forward and the big moment at the end in front
of a pretty hot crowd. That'’s about all you can ask for out of
any major show and this one more than delivered. Above all
else it sets up all kinds of things going forward (the
Judgment Day'’s future should be fascinating) as we enter the
build towards the end of the year and Survivor Series. Rather
good show here, with that Reigns reception being a sight to
behold.

Results

Liv Morgan b. Rhea Ripley — Oblivion onto a chair
Bron Breakker b. Sami Zayn — Spear

LA Knight b. Logan Paul — BFT

Nia Jax b. Bayley — Annihilator

Drew McIntyre b. CM Punk — Claymore

Gunther b. Damian Priest — Sleeper

Cody Rhodes b. Solo Sikoa — Cross Rhodes

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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